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With All My Heart
by Charlie Cruce, Executive Director of 
Missions-Treasurer/Mission Specialist

Dear Friends,

If you had the opportunity to attend our Annual
Celebration in March at South Tulsa Baptist Church, I
would like to conclude that it was a great evening of
encouragement and inspiration. 

Dr. Todd Fisher’s story of God sparing his life is one
that we will never forget, and Todd is ever so quick to
give God all the glory! 

Then, Senator James Lankford, an Oklahoma legend
in every sense of the word, made us proud as
Oklahoma Baptists. He gave us great counsel on how
we could help with the mission field that God has
placed him in--the United States Congress! What wise
words he shared with us as he encouraged us to be
engaged politically as Christ-followers. What an
example he is to our nation!
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"With All My Heart"
continued from page 1

Thank you, Pastor Rick Frie, for helping secure our
guests! Thank you, Pastor Eric Constanza and Worship
Pastor Michael Slaughter and South Tulsa Baptist
Church for hosting a wonderful evening! 

And, thank you to Pastor Jordan Stowe of Angus Church
in Sand Springs, with his winsome personality, for
leading exceptionally well these last two years. His
leadership as President is giving way to another great
leader, Pastor Kriss Haymes of Woodland Acres Baptist
Church. Years ago, Pastor Kriss served this fine church as
youth pastor, and some years ago they called him as
Senior Pastor. He leads with a loving spirit that blesses
everyone he comes in contact with. Pastor Kriss will now
serve as our President in 2025! 

At our Annual Celebration, through the leadership of our
Leader Care Team (led so effectively by Hess Hester and
Paul Taylor), we recognized our TMBN Pastor of the Year,
Pastor Jason Pyeatt of Springdale Baptist Church in
Tulsa. Pastor Jason is the epitome of a God-called Pastor
who loves Jesus and loves his church. Jason grew up at
Springdale Church and now shepherds this wonderful
congregation as a loving Pastor and servant-leader! 

Continued next column

Congratulations to Jason Pyeatt of Springdale Baptist Church in Tulsa for being
named the 2025 TMBN Pastor of the Year! This prestigious recognition highlights his
dedication, leadership, and unwavering commitment to his congregation and
community. 

Congratulations to Jason Pyeatt of Springdale Baptist Church in Tulsa for being
named the 2025 TMBN Pastor of the Year! This prestigious recognition highlights his
dedication, leadership, and unwavering commitment to his congregation and
community. 

Our Pastors’ Fellowship is led
by Pastor Paul Thompson
(Lakeview, Skiatook) and
Pastor Larry DeLay
(Crossroads, Bixby). These
caring pastors are doing an
outstanding job of serving
our TMBN pastors, staff
leaders, and other church
leaders across TMBN. Our
special guest this month will
be Joe Ligon, Sr. Associate
Executive Director for
Oklahoma Baptists. You do
not want to miss Joe Ligon
this Thursday, May 8, at
11:30am, at TMBN. An added
feature is some good ol’ Tex-
Mex from Ted’s! Come and
share your life with other
friends in the ministry! It will
do you a world of good! 

I love you with the love of the
Lord! 



As a church staff member or a group leader, we need to
take the initiative in helping our members be better
equipped to share the Good News. Our world is in
desperate need to know the saving grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Ken Braddy, of Lifeway, recently shared the
following timely thoughts. “If you had not noticed, there
is unrest everywhere in the world today. On my mind
lately is the Middle East, and the war between Israel and
Hamas. But it does not stop there. Russia and Ukraine.
China and Taiwan. Even unrest here at home in the U.S.
is more commonplace than ever before. People are
angry and intolerant. Nations are rising up against other
nations. The list of troubles and troubled places in the
world could go on, but one thing is certain: the Lord is
arranging the furniture on the stage of history for its
final performance.

The apostle Peter dealt with critics in 2 Peter chapter 3,
who had attacked his preaching and teaching about
Jesus’ return. Peter’s world was a troubled one, too, and
he preached the imminent return of Christ, to which his
critics ridiculed him, saying things like “nothing that
catastrophic has ever happened before,” and that “all
things continue just as they have from the beginning”
(see 2 Peter 3:4-7). But Peter knew differently. Later in
that chapter, Peter went on to describe the great and
terrible Day of the Lord, but concluded chapter 3 with a
positive admonition to the church. Let us focus there.

Because God is guiding world history to its conclusion,
and because you and I are alive in these troubled times,
we have two great opportunities. First, live for Jesus

every day, knowing that His return is closer than the day
before. Second, share the gospel. Here is what Peter

said: “Therefore, dear friends, while you wait for these
things, make every effort to be found without spot or
blemish in His sight, at peace.  Also, regard the
patience of our Lord as salvation…” (2 Peter 3:14-15).

Continued next page

Sharing Your Testimony in these
Troubled Times
by Jerry Jacobs, Director of Small Groups/Sunday School/Discipleship
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The Importance of Your Testimony

As we seek to live out this final portion of 2 Peter chapter
3, remember that we have the privilege and obligation of
sharing the gospel (“regard the patience of the Lord as
salvation…” 2 Peter 3:14) as we go about our daily
activities, meeting new people who do not know the
Lord. Each day that the Lord delays His return is another
day to share the gospel and perhaps see people accept
His offer of salvation.

For most of us, sharing the gospel begins with us sharing
our testimony (or story, as I like to call it). A story has
three movements: a beginning, middle, and end. This
reflects my understanding of what a testimony is. It has
three main parts.

Your Testimony’s Three Parts

As you consider the importance of sharing the gospel, let
us start by shaping up your testimony into its three parts.
Once you know how to articulate these three things, you
will be able to share your story at any time, at any place,
and to anyone. I have taught multiple Bible study groups
how to organize their testimony into those three
elements.

Divide a sheet of 8.5 X 11 paper into three sections by
drawing 2 lines horizontally across the page. Now you are
ready to jot down words and phrases that describe these
three things:

1. Your Life Before Christ – As you begin to tell your

story, start at the beginning! What do you remember
about your life before coming to Christ? For some people,
there is nothing overly dramatic here (and there does not
need to be!). Some of us grew up going to church where
we heard about Jesus in the sermons and in Sunday
School. For others, though, we may have been older, and
we may have made some mistakes along the way as
teenagers or young adults. On that sheet of paper, jot
down words and phrases that describe your life before
coming to Jesus.

     Continued next page

Sharing Your Testimony in these Troubled Times
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2. How You Came to Follow Christ – Did you accept

Christ at church during a worship service after hearing a
sermon? Did you accept His forgiveness at a revival
service? Did you pray and ask Jesus to forgive you at a
summer camp? Did a college roommate share the gospel
with you in your dorm room? Wherever it happened, use
the middle section of your 8.5 X 11 paper to jot down
words and phrases that describe the moment you bowed
your knee to King Jesus.

3. What Has Life Been Like Since Coming to Christ? –

How have you followed Jesus in the days after becoming
one of His sons or daughters? Think about how you have
grown in your understanding and application of the
Bible. How have you established relationships with
people in the church (have you become an active
member of a Bible study group?)? Have you served in the
church, your community, or perhaps on a mission trip,
using your spiritual gifts for good things? How have you
grown in your understanding of who Jesus is, and how
the Bible tells His story of the redemption of mankind?
Jot down a few words and phrases in the bottom section
of your 8.5 X 11 paper.

Once you have filled out your paper, simply go back over
each section. Practice talking about the things you jotted
down in each section with a friend or two. Once you do
that, when God gives you an opportunity to share your
story with someone you have never met before, you will
be ready and able to tell your story. As you do this, you
live out the words the Apostle Peter wrote centuries ago:
“…Regard the patience of the Lord as salvation.” Each day
we live without experiencing the return of Christ is one
more day to see people saved. Let us all commit to share
our testimonies during these troubled times.”

Will you take part or all of an upcoming lesson time to let
people in your study group know how natural it is for
them to share their testimony? We trust the Holy Spirit’s
leadership in this process. Be sure to allow time in the
coming weeks for people to share how God has blessed
their faithfulness in telling others about Jesus. He can
help in troubled times!

Lead with a vision!
Proverbs 29:18

Sharing Your Testimony in these Troubled Times
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As May arrives and spring is in full swing, one thing I love
most is the sound of my children laughing. We took a walk
the other day, and all they seemed to do was laugh. They
found joy in a heart-shaped leaf, a new family of ducklings, a
puddle to splash in, a frog croaking in the late afternoon
sun. Their laughter, in fact, was contagious. They made me
laugh. But their laughter also made me realize how little I
actually do laugh compared to a child. Most of the time, my
focus is on the next thing on the to-do list, the agenda of
the day, or worries about the future. I tend to take life quite
seriously and leave little room for “fun” and the joy that goes
along with it. Perhaps you do too.

Therefore, this month I want to offer us all a unique
challenge. Let’s try to get one good laugh in every day. This
month, after all, there are many opportunities for
celebration. With Mother’s Day, graduations, end-of-school
activities and programs, even May 4th (may the 4th be with
you!), surely, we can find something to bring a chuckle our
way. Laughter and a “cheerful heart,” according to Proverbs
17:22, is “good medicine” for the soul. And science has
ironically proven that to be true. In Psalm 126, we also see a
scripture passage that encourages our laughter. The first
three verses declare, “When the Lord restored the fortunes
of Zion, we were like those who dreamed. Our mouths were
filled with laughter, our tongues with songs of joy. Then it
was said among the nations, ‘The Lord had done great
things for them.’ The Lord has done great things for us, and
we are filled with joy.” 

Did you notice in this passage the consequences that came
as a result of the Israelites’ laughter and joy? Did you notice
how their praise to God and their “songs of joy” caused the
nations around them to also declare God’s praises and to
acknowledge Him as present and heartily at work in the
Israelites’ lives? What a testimony of the contagious nature
of laughter and joy! 

To be honest, one thing I’ve truly loved about our ministry
wives’ gatherings over this past year is how much we laugh
when we are together. We giggle and chuckle and snicker.
At times, we even bellow until tears fill our eyes. Therefore,
for all my ministry wives, I want to invite you to come and
laugh with us.

Continued next page

Don’t Forget to Laugh
by Ginger McPherson, Director of Ministry Wives Ministry 
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We have one more gathering this school year on Tuesday,
May 6, at 6:30pm. (notice the date has been moved up one
week!). We will meet at Panera Bread (1624 E. 15th St), and
dinner is free. Even if you have never been, I want you to
know we have a seat ready for you. We would love to have
you! You will be among friends, too, and among those who
“keep it real” and “get” you!

I also want to let you know we have TWO fun summer
events coming up where you can also join us and laugh a
little more. 

On Saturday, June 28, at 10am, come and join us at the
TMBN building (4502 E 29th St.) for our Door Décor Party!
We will each be painting a summer-themed door hanging
that you can take home under the instruction of Alyson
Walker from FBC Tulsa. She is so skilled at these and leads
craft workshops often. The cost will be $15. You will want
to RSVP for this event so that we have enough supplies. You
can RSVP by completing this form. You can also keep
watch in our Facebook group for posts pertaining to this
event. For those who are interested, we also plan to go out
to lunch together when we are done crafting! 

On Thursday, July 17. at 6pm, come and join us at Los
Cabos for Ladies Fiesta Night! We will get to catch up
while enjoying a nice sit-down dinner (and chips and salsa!)
together. The exact location for our girls’ night out is still in
the works, so be checking our Facebook group throughout
the summer for more information or look for an
announcement in our June/July newsletter. Oh, I also want
to mention, dinner that night is free! Yay! So, come join us!
You’ll have a wonderful time! 

       

Don’t Forget to Laugh
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May Calendar

Tuesday, May 6: Come to the Table--
Ministry Wives Meeting at 6:30pm at
Panera Bread (1624 E 15th ST, Tulsa, OK
74120)

Thursday, May 8: Pastors’ Fellowship at
11:30am at TMBN Offices // Guest: Joe
Ligon, Sr. Associate Executive Director,
Oklahoma Baptists  // Caterer: Ted’s
Escondido // RSVP Online

Thursday, May 22: TMBN Team
Meetings and A-Team Lunch: (One
week early) // Team Meetings at 11am //
A-Team Lunch at noon // RSVP Online

Monday, May 26: Memorial Day – Office
Closed

Changes? Additions? Questions?

Contact Susan Davis at
susan@tmbn.net

https://www.tmbn.net/index.php/en/page/calendar
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=tulsametrobaptistnetwork%40gmail.com&ctz=America%2FChicago
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScmxEuJGlpEuFs5OHEICdNNYOJ51FOjRT7qVIFgUwmnfkzc0Q/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfioYzbirQAxjyi76ErT4O-C9yriUg4Xkoddv1VjHT9359aNw/viewform?usp=header
https://www.tmbn.net/index.php/en/page/calendar


Church Giving -- March & YTD 2025
Questions? Contact Susan Davis at susan@tmbn.net

Thank you for your church's gifts to the work of the Lord through Tulsa Metro Baptist Network
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