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Dear Friends,

Deb and I are so GRATEFUL for your prayers and
many expressions of love and concern for me
during my recent back surgery and continuing
recovery. Your support has been a source of
comfort and strength, and I can't thank you all
enough for your kindness.

I am healing well and making good progress. If you
go to Deb's Facebook page, you'll see a photo of
me carefully getting around outside. 

Again, thank you from the bottom of my heart for
your prayers and support. I will always remember
your kindness and friendship. 

Charlie Cruce

 

With All My Heart
by Charlie Cruce, Executive Director of 
Missions-Treasurer

https://goo.gl/maps/hn3pV7oHmrXoWoV88
https://goo.gl/maps/hn3pV7oHmrXoWoV88
https://goo.gl/maps/hn3pV7oHmrXoWoV88
http://www.tmbn.net/
http://www.tmbn.net/
http://www.fb.com/tmbn.net
http://www.twitter.com/TMBNdotNET
https://www.facebook.com/debbie.cruce.779


THE HOLY SPIRIT THE TEACHER THE LEARNER

1.  Creates thirst for learning.
1.  Provides a climate conducive to the
Spirit’s work and to learning.

1.  Studies the biblical material.

2.  Guides teacher and learners in
their advance preparation.

2.  Studies the Biblical content with a
strong reliance on the Holy Spirit;
considers the members’ needs.

2.  Brings an inquiring mind and a
responsive spirit to the advance study
and to the class session.

3.  Interprets the Scriptures. 3.  States a life-related teaching aim.
3.  Participates heartily in learning
activities.

4.  Probes hearts and minds of the
teacher and members.

4.  Chooses appropriate learning
activities.

4.  Recognizes the implications of
biblical content for their own life.

5.  Presses for decision.
5.  Guides the learning experience by
stimulating, explaining, clarifying, and
inquiring.

5.  Decides to apply the Scripture to
their own life.

6.  Provides power to implement
decisions and apply biblical truths.

6.  Relates lesson truths to life.
6.  Relies on the Holy Spirit for the
power and exercise discipline and
diligence to implement decisions.

At some point, every teacher has felt they were pulling together the Sunday morning
lesson all by themself. Honestly, nothing could be further from the truth. A least one, if
not two, other entities are involved right along with you. One, the Holy Spirit, is already
there guiding you as you prepare to impart God’s timely truths to your members. Then,
secondly, the Learner, just needs your encouragement so they, and other class members,
can get the maximum benefit by preparing themselves ahead of the class time. Consider
the role of all three, the Holy Spirit, the Teacher, and the Learner, as presented below:

 THE TEACHING – LEARNING TEAM

Teacher: Do you feel all alone out
there?  
by Jerry Jacobs, Director of Small Groups/Sunday School/Discipleship

You see, there are at least three involved in Teaching-Learning Team. This should not
only encourage you, but give you great confidence about your roll as part of the Team. 
 
2 Timothy 2:15 says, “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman
who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.” (NIV)

Email: jerry@tmbn.net
Office: 918-743-4545
:








Our last FUEL, we were encouraged by hearing what
God is doing through the transition process at FBC
Jenks, as Pastor Rick Frie hands off the pastoral baton
to Pastor Cody Brumley. To hear their heart for their
church and the win it has created for their people in
moving forward!

The purpose of our FUEL gatherings is to travel to
different churches to see the work they are doing in
their context and hearing from leaders in our network
to encourage and share.  

This next FUEL will be at South Tulsa Baptist Church
on Tuesday, April 11 at 11:30 a.m. at South Tulsa Baptist
Church. Pastor Eric Costanzo will be sharing about
their work with Refugees and his work with helping
Oklahoma Baptists establish the Abuse Prevention
and Response Guide.

Both of these topics are so important for our network
of churches.

In regards to refugees, God is bringing the nations to
us! How do we engage our churches internationally
locally? South Tulsa is doing a great work, so come
and learn.

In regards to abuse prevention, this conversation has
to take a front seat in our churches as this issue has
had a devastating effect on our churches and the
cause of Christ.  

In addition to this, a great resource is the child safety
and security seminar that will be Thursday, April 20 at
the network office. This will help supplement the
conversation that we will have at our next FUEL!

On a personal note, in partnership with Send Relief,
our Mobile Missions Network Campus will be an
affiliate center with the ability to partner across Tulsa
to advance the Gospel. It will be primarily through
mission teams. As we get more people coming to the
Tulsa metro area, we want to be an avenue to partner
together. It will take some time to get it up and going
and will share more as we know more!

FUEL Update
by Mike Lehew, Director of Partnerships/New Work

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfwN4T3_wVQXl6hBrBT41m3Ap5HJBsYVzsYJTK3Rbl_w-B5jQ/viewform


I sat in a spacious living room munching on chips
and salsa surrounded by twelve other lovely
ladies doing the same. It was the sixth week of
our women’s Bible study, and the conversation
had turned authentic and refreshing. It was deep
and soul-quenching too. It was so quenching, in
fact, I thought maybe I could let my guard down
a bit. Be one of the girls. Be myself. You know
what I mean, that vulnerable inner self that
doesn’t have to perform or have it all together,
the part longing to be fully understood and fully
known. 
 
But we began to read a passage from Leviticus.
No one in the group understood it very well, least
of all me. Yet every eye looked to me. “Can you
explain it to us, Ginger?” They earnestly asked.
“Since you’re the pastor’s wife?” 
 
Keep in mind, I have no formal theological
training. I don’t know Hebrew or Greek or the
cultural configuration of Levitical Law all that
much, which I quickly reminded everyone there.
Yet, by association only, I still became the de-
facto expert in the group. I was the “ministry
wife,” after all. So, with self-effacing words, I
mumbled something scarcely resembling
wisdom, and the discussion moved on. The other
ladies continued to connect. They continued to
be deeply refreshed. But I was left behind. I was
reminded once again that to be myself, to feel
close and emotionally connected with other
women from my own church was a nearly
impossible feat. I would always be the “pastor’s
wife,” and that title came with a wide and varied
set of conscious and subconscious expectations.   

Continued next page

Finding Community as a Ministry Wife:
The Launch of TMBN's New Ministry 
by Ginger McPherson, Director of Ministry Wives Ministry 



"Finding Community as a Ministry Wife: The 
continued from page 6

Maybe as a ministry wife you’ve
experienced a moment like this too.
Maybe you’ve had other moments that
made you feel like you had to perform,
to wear a mask, to be picture-perfect, to
be the “model” wife, to have the “model”
family for your church congregation, to
have it all together, especially on Sunday
mornings when you roll out of bed
feeling more like a hot mess. If you have,
I want you to know we’re launching a
new ministry at TMBN for you! We’re
starting something from the ground up
in hopes of learning and providing ways
to meet your needs for support,
understanding, belonging, and
connection. 

My name is Ginger McPherson, and I’ve
been a ministry wife for over fifteen
years. Before that, I was a PK too, so my
entire life has been lived in the “fish
bowl” of ministry, it seems. I love to write.
I write regularly for Lifeway for their
devotional magazines, Journey and Open
Windows, and for The Joyful Life
Magazine too. I have a BA in English
from College of the 
Ozarks and a PhD 
in English from Baylor 
University. Mostly, 
though, I’m just 
mom to three wild 
and wonderful 
elementary-age 
kiddos (Addie, 
Christopher, and 
Jayme), and I’m wife 
to my husband Dave 
who serves as 
Associate Pastor at 
First Baptist Church 
of Tulsa. 

Continued next column

Sign up for our emails

Join our new private Facebook group 

Need prayer for anything at all?

In my experience, being a ministry wife
comes with joy and purpose. But it’s also
challenging, isolating and lonely too. So,
let’s connect! Let’s build each other up.
Let’s offer encouragement and extend
that much-needed grace like we’re
dishing out ice cream, two heaping
scoopfuls at a time. More is to come! I
can’t wait to see what God will do! 

"Finding Community as a Ministry Wife: The Launch of TMBN's New Ministry"

https://forms.gle/aEjudRPeoTUwo7gt9
https://www.facebook.com/groups/tmbnministrywives
https://forms.gle/e7thnzfWtwBZ2bwW9


April Calendar
Changes? Additions? Questions?
Contact Susan Davis at
susan@tmbn.net

The awareness of why this topic is so
important in our world today.
Details on how child safety policies in
the church protect—your children,
your teachers, and your church.
Practical information about
developing and implementing
policies for child safety.
Learn what insurance companies are
requiring of churches.
Current resources on companies who
can be used for background checks.

Monday, April 3: · Prayer Breakfast at
9am, at TMBN // RSVP online

Thursday, April 13: TMBN FUEL at
11:30am, at South Tulsa Baptist Church /
Pastor Eric Costanzo // RSVP online

Thursday, April 20: TMBN Child Safety &
Security Seminar at 7pm, at TMBN Offices
// RSVP online

There will be a panel of Age Group
Ministers (Preschool, Children, & Student)
who will share their experiences about
the critical need for having child safety
policies in place in the church.

What you can expect to gain from
attending this seminar?

· 
Thursday, April 27: TMBN Team
Meetings and A-Team Lunch at TMBN
(Meetings at 11am / Lunch at Noon) //
RSVP online

Thursday, April 27: TMBN VBS Training
from 6-8pm, at South Tulsa Baptist
Church
 

THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
2023

The 2023 National Day of Prayer will be
on Thursday, May 4, with the theme
Pray Fervently in Righteousness and
Avail Much, James 5:16b.

OUR NATION AND OUR LEADERS NEED
THE PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE!

Tulsa Metro Baptist Network Pastors!
We are asking you to lead your church’s
men (or men and/or women) to host a
prayer breakfast on the 4th in order to
pray for some of the needs of our
nation. There is time to plan for your
church’s observance of the National Day
of Prayer!

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=tulsametrobaptistnetwork%40gmail.com&ctz=America%2FChicago
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=tulsametrobaptistnetwork%40gmail.com&ctz=America%2FChicago
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScx0tdZvznqSYjcu3AQmAAPtqmOtLbI8Sa2Tt5ESCwGTedlWQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfwN4T3_wVQXl6hBrBT41m3Ap5HJBsYVzsYJTK3Rbl_w-B5jQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfYega7SkpSHGUXgvaA7_NYRo1Dc8wRSJ72yqLMU4p0rifCmQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe-Pj83LrKHmqu4znIFuZxZ8Wep9hlDxbYzETK7sUNKbXXmpg/viewform


Bixby, Bixby Church $310.00 $310.00

Bixby, Crossroads $- $-

Bixby, Evergreen $1,666.67 $3,333.34

Bixby, First $- $-

Bixby, New Beginning $2,500.00 $2,500.00

Bixby, Riverview $431.88 $431.88

Broadway Baptist Church $- $-

Broken Arrow, Agape Chinese $1,200.00 $1,200.00

Broken Arrow, Anthem Church $200.00 $400.00

Broken Arrow, Arrow Heights $167.00 $334.00

Broken Arrow, Aspen Park $100.00 $150.00

Broken Arrow, BattleCreek Church $- $-

Broken Arrow, Clearview Baptist Church $200.00 $200.00

Broken Arrow, County Line $- $-

Broken Arrow, Deaf Church at Battle Creek $- $-

Broken Arrow, Emmanuel Zo $294.00 $569.00

Broken Arrow, First $87.50 $175.00

Broken Arrow, Forest Ridge $196.54 $196.54

Broken Arrow, Gloryland Baptist Church $100.00 $161.00

Broken Arrow, Korean Church of Tulsa $- $-

Broken Arrow, New Life Baptist $482.00 $482.00

Broken Arrow, Sequoyah Creek $170.00 $170.00

Broken Arrow, South BA Baptist $470.55 $661.59

Broken Arrow, Sunnyside $- $-

Broken Arrow, Tulsa Vietnamese $150.00 $300.00

Claremore, King Road Baptist Church $100.00 $200.00

Collinsville, Eastside $124.29 $229.54

Collinsville, First $620.24 $620.24

Collinsville, Meadowview $- $-

Coweta, Community $- $-

Coweta, CrossPoint Baptist Church $- $1,000.00

Coweta, Jackson Grove Baptist Church $- $-

Glenpool, First $393.36 $702.07

Glenpool, Solid Rock $- $-

Inola, Trinity $- $-

Jenks, Beaver Street $99.74 $99.74

Jenks, First $3,080.00 $10,312.54

Jenks, Southside $84.20 $180.85

Church Giving -- February & YTD
Questions? Contact Susan Davis at susan@tmbn.net

Leonard, First, $- $-

Mannford, First $133.83 $270.83

Mannford, New Hope $1,207.74 $2,009.66

Mounds, Liberty Baptist Chapel $162.43 $270.03

Muskogee, New Community Church $- $-

Oakhurst, Oakhurst $- $-

Owasso, Beacon Hill $- $-

Owasso, Bethel Baptist Church $- $-

Owasso, Central Baptist Church $2,440.87 $2,981.31

Owasso, Cowboy Up Cowboy Church $- $-

Owasso, Dalton Hill $100.59 $255.51

Owasso, First $2,958.50 $5,274.89

Owasso, Freedom $200.00 $300.00

Owasso, LAMB House Church $- $-

Owasso, The Refuge $- $642.52

Sand Springs, Agape Hispanic $74.34 $107.04

Sand Springs, Angus Acres $- $139.17

Sand Springs, Broadway $- $-

Sand Springs, Calvary Baptist Church $77.34 $186.87

Sand Springs, Church That Matters $692.00 $692.00

Sand Springs, Hillspring Church $- $250.00

Sand Springs, Keystone Hills $- $-

Sand Springs, Limestone $- $-

Sand Springs, New Beginning $- $-

Sand Springs, New Covenant Baptist $- $-

Sand Springs, Rimrock $- $-

Sand Springs, The Father's House $- $-

Sand Springs, Trinity $- $-

Sapulpa, Calvary Baptist $- $-

Sapulpa, Church Inside Out $645.37 $645.37

Sapulpa, Dripping Springs $- $-

Sapulpa, Faith $419.47 $860.26

Sapulpa, First $- $-

Sapulpa, Foundation Church $- $1,000.00

Sapulpa, Native Stone Baptist Church $4,662.15 $4,662.15

Sapulpa, South Heights $- $-

Sapulpa, The Way Church $50.00 $100.00

Thank you for your church's gifts to the work of the Lord through Tulsa Metro Baptist Network



Church Giving -- February & YTD
Questions? Contact Susan Davis at susan@tmbn.net

Thank you for your church's gifts to the work of the Lord through Tulsa Metro Baptist Network

Skiatook, Immanuel $50.00 $100.00

Skiatook, Lakeview Southern $- $-

Skiatook, Riveted Church $- $2,464.80

Sperry, First $- $114.68

Tulsa, Belview Baptist Church $125.55 $125.55

Tulsa, Berryhill Baptist Church $- $61.94

Tulsa, Braden Park Baptist Church $550.00 $550.00

Tulsa, Brookside Baptist Church $- $-

Tulsa, Canyon Road Baptist Church $191.47 $191.47

Tulsa, Centro Cristiano Eben-Ezer $- $-

Tulsa, Church Inside Out @ Red Fork $- $1.40

Tulsa, Cognizant Church $- $300.00

Tulsa, Concord Community Church $- $-

Tulsa, Easton Heights $264.85 $264.85

Tulsa, Eastwood $779.96 $1,133.78

Tulsa, First $4,736.45 $11,524.03

Tulsa, First Bowden $- $-

Tulsa, First Korean $- $-

Tulsa, First Slavic $- $-

Tulsa, Garden City $- $-

Tulsa, Garnett Road $225.00 $225.00

Tulsa, Gilcrease Hills $- $-

Tulsa, Good News Church $- $-

Tulsa, Greater Mount Rose Baptist Church $- $-

Tulsa, Harbor of Grace $- $-

Tulsa, Harvard Avenue $- $-

Tulsa, Hispanic Agape $49.14 $49.14

Tulsa, Hope Fellowship Church $- $-

Tulsa, Iglesia Bautista El Camino $50.00 $100.00

Tulsa, Iglesia Bautista Emmanuel $- $433.00

Tulsa, Iglesia Evangelica $- $-

Tulsa, Indian Fellowship $- $-

Tulsa, International $- $-

Tulsa, Living Hope $- $-

Tulsa, Living Water Baptist Church $- $-

Tulsa, Memorial $- $249.99

Tulsa, Mercyview $- $-

Tulsa, Myanmar Zomi Baptist Church $- $-

Tulsa, New Hope Community $- $-

Tulsa, New Joy Fellowship $25.00 $50.00

Tulsa, Nogales Avenue $30.00 $80.00

Tulsa, Oakridge $- $-

Tulsa, Oklahoma Hmong Baptist $- $-

Tulsa, Olivet Baptist Church $- $1,530.35

Tulsa, Owen Park $- $-

Tulsa, Palabras de Vida $- $-

Tulsa, Parkview $417.39 $991.70

Tulsa, Peniel Baptist Church $- $-

Tulsa, Primera Iglesia Bautista $- $-

Tulsa, Ranch Acres $312.50 $450.00

Tulsa, Ridge Crest $- $-

Tulsa, Rose of Sharon $- $-

Tulsa, Sequoyah Hills $- $-

Tulsa, Skelly Drive $677.98 $677.98

Tulsa, Sojourn Church $- $-

Tulsa, South Tulsa $333.33 $666.66

Tulsa, Southern Hills $1,590.33 $2,385.66

Tulsa, Southwood $- $208.33

Tulsa, Springdale $- $150.00

Tulsa, Springs of Grace Bible Church $- $-

Tulsa, Trinity $578.04 $1,024.58

Tulsa, Tulsa Hills Baptist Church $- $-

Tulsa, Tulsa International $- $-

Tulsa, Turn Church $- $-

Tulsa, View Acres $258.40 $585.99

Tulsa, Winnetka Heights $- $-

Tulsa, Woodland Acres $618.13 $618.13

Tulsa, Zion Community Church $223.00 $373.00

Tulsa, ZOMI Baptist Church (ZBCM) $- $-

Turley, First $- $-

Total $39,139.12 $73,248.95


