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SAVE THE DATE!

2025 Big God Little Church Conference

FREE – Includes Conference and Meal

Sunday, September 21, 2025
4-8pm

First Baptist Church, Tulsa

Pastor Manny Parker writes: we are very blessed with
one of the best ever Keynote Speakers and Teachers,
Dr. Todd Fisher, Executive Director-Treasurer of
Oklahoma Baptists. 

We will have great Worship, Preaching, Teaching, a
great meal, and 19 breakouts with some fantastic
opportunities to learn from some of the best teachers
and leaders.

The conference is free. Hope to see you there. Spread
the news! God bless you and yours.

https://goo.gl/maps/hn3pV7oHmrXoWoV88
https://goo.gl/maps/hn3pV7oHmrXoWoV88
https://goo.gl/maps/hn3pV7oHmrXoWoV88
http://www.tmbn.net/
http://www.tmbn.net/
http://www.fb.com/tmbn.net
http://www.twitter.com/TMBNdotNET
http://www.twitter.com/TMBNdotNET


As we approach the summer months, let’s not get
lackadaisical when it comes to our Small Groups and
Sunday School ministries. There is much that can be
done during the summer months to strengthen your
group or class. Consider the following seven ways you
can prepare your church’s groups and classes for this
summer.

1.  SHARE THE TEACHING RESPONSIBILITIES
Summer is a great time for recruiting people to teach
single sessions (or perhaps even a month-long series of
studies). Group leaders can include others in a teaching
rotation, giving the group leader some rest and helping
people discover they are more capable than they think
when it comes to leading a Bible study group.

2.  PLAN SEVERAL FUN FELLOWSHIPS
Summer movies, barbecues, baseball games, golf
outings, a day at the lake, and day trips to places in your
area can be fun diversions and occasions to gather
members and potential members. Summer has a fun,
relaxed feel and is the perfect time to get creative.

3.  CONTACT CHRONIC ABSENTEES
Every group has them—people who are absent more
than they are present. Summer months can be spent
contacting people you have not seen in a while. Divide
up absentees’ contact information among willing group
members and allow others to play a part in a summer
reclamation ministry. Be sure to let the absentees know
they are missed and ask what you can be praying for
them. Follow up later for a report on the prayer request.

4.  ENLIST AN APPRENTICE TEACHER
Summer months are the perfect time to recruit a

member of your group to become the group’s

apprentice leader. Churches often provide training and

encouragement in August around back-to-school time.

When a potential apprentice can expect support and

training, it is a lot easier to say yes to the opportunity to

co-lead the group.

 patience of our Lord as salvation…” (2 Peter 3:14-15).

Continued next page

Sunshine & Service: Make the Most of
Summer With Your Group
by Jerry Jacobs, Director of Small Groups/Sunday School/Discipleship



continued from page 2

5.  CLEAN UP YOUR MEETING SPACE
Why not use the summer months to do some belated
spring cleaning? Most on-campus classrooms tend to
accumulate items that are not needed, and truth be told,
too many classrooms have become more cluttered than
they should be. You can be sure your members will
notice the change in their setting.

6.  ESTABLISH A SUMMER OF LOCAL MISSION
PROJECTS
If you prepare early, your Bible study group could make a
real difference in your community by scheduling a local
mission project each month. The sky is the limit. Get
creative but get going. The time to prepare for this is
right now. Enlist a couple of adults to help facilitate
these projects. This can even be combined with a
fellowship afterwards-a lunch, etc.

7.  ENCOURAGE GROUP MEMBERS TO SERVE
Summer is when church staff are searching for new
group leaders in all age groups. Remember the real goal
is to help your church in its mission of making disciples.
Encouraging people in your group to leave and serve
others as group leaders themselves is a game-change in
most congregations. Remind them to exercise the gifts
God has given them to further His kingdom through His
church. Let them know they will continue to be on your
roll, as In-Service members, and will still receive prayer
and fellowship information.

So, do not take a summer vacation from the “upkeep” of
your group. This truly is the perfect time to implement
several of the above suggestions. You, your group, and
your church will be blessed by your efforts and attention
to these ideas!

Lead with a vision!
Proverbs 29:18

Sunshine & Service: Make the Most of Summer With Your Group

Summer is the
perfect time to

refresh, recruit, and
reignite your

group’s purpose
and passion



A couple summers ago, my family and I took a vacation
together to Surfside Beach in Galveston, Texas. In the
morning when the tide came in, we’d walk along the
shoreline just enjoying the warm breeze and cool salty water
between our toes. In the evening, when the tide was out,
we’d go out and walk again. Only this time, we collected the
sea shells left behind in the damp sand. One morning
during our trip, a small school of fish joined us on our walk
and swam in and out amidst our feet. It was the coolest
thing. I could tell these fish were enjoying their morning
swim, too. The easy living of warm, shallow waters must
have been heavenly. However, much to my surprise, that
same evening as we walked again, I found those same fish.
They weren’t swimming this time. Instead, they all lay dead
upon the shoreline. The shallow waters had deceived them.
The calmness and ease tricked them into thinking all was
well. And when the waters receded, of course, they were left
unable to make it back to the deep waters of the ocean.

As we head into the months of June and July, I think a great
spiritual lesson can be learned from those fish. The warmth
of summer (and maybe even its busyness) can lull us into a
sleep if we aren’t careful. We can neglect our intimacy with
God. We can put off spending personal time with Him, even
those seasoned in ministry. But God wants us to stay
abiding. He wants us to constantly and consistently be filled
with His Living Water, whether it be a time of ease and
prosperity in our lives or a time of difficulty and lack. We
need Him ALL of the time.

Listen to the words of Revelation 22:17. “The Spirit and the
bride say, ‘Come!’ And let the one who hears say, ‘Come!’
Let the one who is thirsty come; and let the one who wishes
take the free gift of the water of life.” When I read this verse,
I notice two things. First, I see that God understands us. He
knows that getting thirsty is a part of life. He knows we have
needs—physical, emotional, mental, and spiritual. We don’t
serve a God unaware of our struggles or trouble. Second, I
see that God not only knows but He wants to meet those
needs fully and completely. His desire is for us to be freely
filled too. Three times the word “come” is used in this verse.
Like a chorus, it rings out God’s heart to pour over and in us
more of Himself, His “water of life.”

Continued next page

This Summer, Keep Connected with
God
by Ginger McPherson, Director of Ministry Wives Ministry



We can neglect our
intimacy with God—

even those
seasoned in

ministry are not
immune

continued from page 4

I’m not sure what this summer holds for you. I hope it’s one
of joy and ease. But whether it is or isn’t, let’s all plan to
draw nearer to Jesus. Let’s ask Him to refresh us in a new
way. Let’s ask Him to give us Living Water and keep us there
in that River of Life until we are drenched and until the
bubbling and churning of His presence overflows. 

And for my fellow ministry wives, I also want to let you
know we have two fabulous summer events planned just for
you. 

On Saturday, June 28, at 10am, come and join us at the
TMBN building (4502 E 29th St.) for a Door Décor Party! We
will each be painting a summer-themed door hanging that
you can take home under the instruction of Alyson Walker
from FBC Tulsa. She is so skilled at these and leads craft
workshops often. The cost will be $15 for materials. You
can bring cash or check to the event. You will also want to
RSVP so that we have enough supplies. You can RSVP by
completing this form. For those who are interested, we will
also plan to go out to lunch together when we are done
crafting! 

On Thursday, July 17, at 6:30pm, come and join us at Los
Cabos in Broken Arrow (151 Bass Pro Drive) for Fiesta Girls’
Night Out! Enjoy a nice sit-down dinner (including chips
and salsa!) while we laugh, talk, and fellowship together. I
will need to make a reservation for this event, so please
RSVP by completing this form (it’s the same form as
above so you only need to fill it out once!) I do hope you can
join us. It will be a wonderful time!

       

This Summer, Keep Connected with God

https://www.facebook.com/groups/752836623234729
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf6s53GPDKS7GMHl3fY20VqjMq6qtSeMTPPo3w1L9pnH0OYlg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf6s53GPDKS7GMHl3fY20VqjMq6qtSeMTPPo3w1L9pnH0OYlg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf6s53GPDKS7GMHl3fY20VqjMq6qtSeMTPPo3w1L9pnH0OYlg/viewform


ministry ministrywives

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf6s53GPDKS7GMHl3fY20VqjMq6qtSeMTPPo3w1L9pnH0OYlg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf6s53GPDKS7GMHl3fY20VqjMq6qtSeMTPPo3w1L9pnH0OYlg/viewform


June/July Calendar

Monthly Meetings resume in August!
Pray for our churches this summer as they
conduct VBS, Camps, Mission Trips, and
More!

Saturday, June 28: Ministry Wives –
Door Decor Party! at 10am at TMBN
Offices // $15 // RSVP Online

Thursday, July 17: Ministry Wives--
Fiesta Girls’ Night Out at Los Cabos in
BA at 6:30pm // FREE! // RSVP Online

Changes? Additions? Questions?

Contact Susan Davis at
susan@tmbn.net

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=tulsametrobaptistnetwork%40gmail.com&ctz=America%2FChicago
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=tulsametrobaptistnetwork%40gmail.com&ctz=America%2FChicago
https://www.tmbn.net/index.php/en/page/calendar
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf6s53GPDKS7GMHl3fY20VqjMq6qtSeMTPPo3w1L9pnH0OYlg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf6s53GPDKS7GMHl3fY20VqjMq6qtSeMTPPo3w1L9pnH0OYlg/viewform
https://www.tmbn.net/index.php/en/page/calendar


Church Giving -- April & YTD 2025
Questions? Contact Susan Davis at susan@tmbn.net

Thank you for your church's gifts to the work of the Lord through Tulsa Metro Baptist Network
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