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A NEW YEAR, A NEW YOU, A NEW CHURCH:
EMBRACING OUTREACH AND EVANGELISM IN

2025
by Jerry Jacobs, Director of Small Groups/Sunday School/Discipleship

January and February are exciting months-the start of a

new year with new opportunities. A new calendar is full

of possibilities. Many people make resolutions, while

others make commitments or goals. The potential of a

new year offers you the possibility to become a new you. ]ERRY ]ACOBS
What if the new year and new you brought about a new

church too—a church eager to bring the hope of Christ SMALL GROUPS /
SUNDAY SCHOOL / DISCIPLESHIP
to a lost world?

Aaron Summers, of Lifeway, has said, “Developing a love
for a culture in need of Christ takes a church with a
heart for outreach and evangelism. The local church that
stands on the Word of God but isn’'t evangelizing is
neglecting the primary call of the Word of God. From
the pulpit to the pew, we must raise the bar for the work
of personal evangelism outreach. The current default is
to separate spiritual things from the rest of life. But the
gospel impacts all of life, and Christ calls us to live and
share the gospel. Cospel advancement is about
relationships. To share the gospel, one must Email: jerry@tmbn.net

intentionally build relationships.” Office: 918-743-4545
Office Desk: 918-410-9867

Cell: 918-809-7812

“Engaging people in spiritual conversations, like
swinging at good pitches, comes with practice and
determination. Making disciples of all nations requires
meeting the general population, crossing generational
barriers, and engaging in conversation. In John 9, Jesus
engages a man who was born blind. During this
extended conversation, Jesus modeled the process of a
‘new you” becoming a new church too. Based on this
interaction, here are six questions to answer as you seek
to spar evangelism and outreach in yourself and in your
church.

1. Am | genuinely interested in the spiritual condition
of others?
Jesus and His disciples were passing by a man born
blind. The disciples asked Jesus about the spiritual
cause of his blindness, assuming illness stemmed from
sin. Jesus said it wasn't due to sin but so that God’s
works might be displayed. They were interested in this
man’s spiritual condition.

Continued next page



A New Year, A New You, A New Church: Embracing Outreach and Evangelism in 2025
continued from page 2

In theory, every believer should be highly interested in
others’ spiritual conditions. However, the number of
baptisms churches are seeing in a year brings this
interest into question. How many people have you come
across in the last week? Did their spiritual condition cross
your mind? Did you engage them in outreach and
evangelism? How interested are you in the spiritual
condition of those you pass by daily?

2. Do | initiate conversations?

John’s account of this moment tells of Jesus turning from
the disciples, spitting on the ground, and putting mud
on the man'’s eyes. There was likely some type of
interaction with the man between Jesus talking to His
disciples and making mud. But even if Jesus said
nothing, He still initiated the process. The question for us
is: Are we taking the initiative?

It's effortless to not take the initiative, isn't it? | can easily

go in and out of the grocery store and say nothing. | go

in, get my things, and self-check my way out. But |

haven’'t engaged anyone. | don't initiate conversation.

Taking initiative is a choice. In our culture today, isolation

is a learned behavior. However, starting conversations

will be necessary for transforming the culture with Christ. “

3. Do | make a Jesus impact on the lives of others? The gospel impacts
Jesus smeared mud on the blind man’s eyes and told . .
him to wash in the Siloam pool. When he returned, he all of life, and Christ
had sight. What an impact! When the Pharisees began calls us to share
guestioning, the man dared to answer. When his parents

didn’'t want to be involved, he stood firm. And when they

wanted him to repeat, the man engaged them about

their spiritual condition.

You cannot make the blind see, the lame walk, or the
Mmute speak. However, there are a thousand ways you can
impact someone’s life as the Holy Spirit works through
you in your everyday actions and conversations. Even
before you inquire about their spiritual destination you
can impact lives so that people feel peace and joy as a
result of being in your presence. How do people act after
they've been around you?

Continued next page



Survey Reveals Key Insights on the Impact and Challenges of Adult Bible Study Groups in

Churches
continued from page 3

4. Do | intentionally seek to follow up with people?
Jesus heard the Pharisees had thrown the man out.
When Jesus found him, He followed up on the earlier
conversation. So many times, we begin a conversation
but never finish it. Obviously, there are times when you
cannot continue at the moment, so we need to
intentionally follow up on the conversation at another
time. Seek out the same cashier another day. Ask for the
same server you had before. Make it a point to seek them
out and continue the conversation. You can have micro
conversations with them until that special moment
arrives.

5. Do | invite people to believe and follow Jesus?
Now, the moment has arrived to invite people to believe.
Jesus meets with this man and pops the question of
belief. All the time you've spent getting to know this
person has prepared you for this moment. The time
spent in prayer learning to love this person as God does
has prepared your heart for this moment.

In one of the follow-up moments, the Spirit will move
you to ask the question of belief. Will you pull the
trigger? First, ask the person about their spiritual beliefs
or their spiritual story. Then, listen to their story. Actively
listen to them and empathize with them through their
story. This connection is vital for trust and the
opportunity to discuss Jesus.

6. Do | guide them in discipleship?

Once the man believed, Jesus began teaching him. When
someone responds to Jesus in faith, you must continue
walking with them in a discipleship role. First, make sure
they have a Bible. Encourage them to read a chapter and
then ask about it the next time you see them. Then, start
meeting with them one-on-one to walk through
Scripture together and pray. You're their spiritual parent,
and it's time to train them in the way they should go.

Self-assessment

Help your congregation examine their responses to these
guestions. With each question, rate yourself on a scale of
one ("Not Me”) to 10 (“Exactly Me").

Continued next column

Which ones are five or below?
Why? Take time to pray,
asking God to reveal why you
are that way. What would it
take to increase by one?
Again, pray and seek the Holy
Spirit's help.”

As you think of committing to
a “new you” this year, consider
how you could be a part of
helping someone else
become a new person this
year. Through this, your
church will come alive with
the presence of the Spirit as
new lives are being shaped

by the gospel.

What kind of year will you
and your church have? Will it
be one of outreach and
evangelism? Let's work
towards God'’s best in our
churches in 2025!

Lead with a vision!
Proverbs 29:18



PURSUE THE GIFT OF FRIENDSHIP

by Ginger McPherson, Director of Ministry Wives Ministry

As we start out this new month, | want to share a story

with you. In 2006, Zimbabwe was an incredibly difficult

place to live. With an economic crisis, hyperinflation,

shortages on basic foods, and violations of human rights

by the government, many faced a crisis of mental health

too. However, in a small township called Mbare, a sweet

woman who went by the name of Grandmother Jack and GINGER
thirteen of her granny friends began a movement to help

the hurting. Under the guidance and training of the only MGPHERSON
psychiatrist working in public health in all of Zimbabwe,
these fourteen women learned basic techniques in
listening and empathy and then provided a specific
place, a particular bench in the heart of town where
people could come and simply talk. And people came.
They shared their problems. They processed their
struggles. And more than anything, as they did, they
found a place with loving people who made them feel
much less alone. Not surprising, this bench came to be
known as the Friendship Bench. And one Friendship
Bench soon became two, three, and many benches
around the region where grandmothers would sit and
care and serve. Now nearly twenty years later, The
Friendship Bench is an international effort with 484,329 Office: 918-743-4545
people helped since 2016. Those who want to can even Cell: 918-409-0052
get a Friendship Bench in a Box toolkit if they want to

provide the same kind of help for people in their little

corner of the world. You can read more of their story in

the book The Friendship Bench: How Fourteen

GCrandmothers Inspired a Mental Health Revolution.

MINISTRY WIVES MINISTRY

Email: ginger@tmbn.net

| wanted to share this story for two reasons. First, as
spring approaches and the weariness of winter begins to
fade away, now is a good time to remind ourselves that
what we do matters. Ministry, for pastors and their wives,
can be very much like the grandmothers on their
Friendship Bench. We help the hurting by pointing them
to Jesus. We also provide a place—our churches—where
people can come and feel much less alone. And though
many administrative tasks and managerial things must
be done in ministry, we can’t forget the why behind it. We
can’t forget that God is using each of us for His glory and
for the benefit of many. To be a Grandmother Jack is truly
a privilege. It's a privilege to point people to Jesus.

Continued next page



Valuing the Season You’re in With Prayer and Self-Reflection
continued from page 5

A second reason | wanted to share about the Friendship
Bench is this. Pastors and their wives can also struggle
from time to time with finding safe people to talk with
about their burdens and struggles. They give and give,
but they also need to come and sit themselves on a
Friendship Bench and receive. Of course, many feel like
they can’t share with those within their congregations for
certain reasons. And that may be true. So, where do we
go? Who do we talk to? The answer ultimately lies with
us: pastors can seek out other pastors, pastors’ wives can
seek out other wives. It's not easy. It takes time, courage,
some amount of risk and vulnerability, and sometimes
we have to be the one who initiates. But when we do
reach out, we find there truly are others who understand
what we're going through. There are others who've been
there. There are others who will pray and support us in
this noble calling of ministry.

And for the pastor’'s wives specifically (who happen to be
my favorite people in the whole world), if you are in need
of community, | have an easy way for you to find
friendship. Come join me at our next ministry wives’
gathering on March 11 at Panera Bread (1624 E 15th St.).
We meet at 6:30pm. We are a keep-it-real,
nonjudgmental, wacky and humble, full-of-laughter yet
quick-to-pray kind of group where everyone feels at
home and welcomed. We already have a seat at the table
for you. So, don't keep fighting your battles alone. Let this
be your invitation to come join us. ©

Tlsa e Baps et
Ministry Wives

Ywre Jruifed!

TMBN Ministry Wives

& Private group - 93 members

Ministry is like a
Friendship Bench—
we help the hurting
and point them to
Jesus



https://www.facebook.com/groups/752836623234729

MARCH CALENDAR
Changes? Additions? Questions?

Contact Susan Davis at
susan@tmbn.net

¢ Tuesday, March 11: Come to the Table--
Ministry Wives Meeting at 6:30pm at
Panera Bread (1624 E 15th ST, Tulsa, OK
74120)

* Thursday, March 13: Pastors’ Fellowship
at 11:30am at TMBN Offices // Guest: Hess
Hester // RSVP Online

¢ Thursday, March 27: TMBN VBS Early
Bird Preview at 6pm at the TMBN offices
// Pastors, Staff, VBS Directors--you're
invited!

¢ Sunday, March 30: TMBN Annual
Celebration at 6pm at South Tulsa

Baptist Church // Guest: Senator James
Lankford

il e

T
Tulsa Melro Bapdit Network

Annual
CELEBRATION

Join us for a time of celebration at South Tulsa Baptist

Church on Sunday, March 30, at 6pm.

03/30/25 @ 6pm >

US SENATOR
JAMES LANKFORD

www.tmbn.net Special Guest



https://www.tmbn.net/index.php/en/page/calendar
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=tulsametrobaptistnetwork%40gmail.com&ctz=America%2FChicago
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdH0acY__EbvZqpmmIzXTH4_21Mqih4_6Q4AK_3opYjZJTH8g/viewform?usp=header
https://www.tmbn.net/index.php/en/page/calendar

CHURCH GIVING -- JANUARY & YTD 2025

Questions? Contact Susan Davis at susan@tmbn.net

Bixby, Bixby Church.....cocoooeiiiiiiiiiin, 000 0000
Bixby, Broken Rice Church.... 000 0.00
Baxby, Crossroads ... 0ol . .00
Bixby, EVETZIEem .o iessiinnns 1.666.67 ... 1,666.67
Bixbry, FIrst. oo, 000 0.00
Bixby, New Beginnming .......ocoovvvvvreecvniesrercecens 1250000 . 1,250.00
Bixby, RIVENVIEW ..ot 27331 ... 27331
Broken Arrow, Agape Chinese..........ooen 00000 0000
Broken Arrow, Anthem Church,...oieveeneennens 240000 ..., 240000
Broken Arrow, Arrow Heights ..o 167000 L 167.00
Broken Arrow, Aspen Park.. ..o 300000 L S0000
Broken Arrow, BattleCreek Church ., 000 . 0000
Broken Arrow, Clearview Baptist Church............. 50.00 S0.00
Broken Arrow, County TN 0.00 ... 0000
Broken Arrow, Deaf Church at Battle Creek ........... 000 0.00
Broken Arrow, Emmanuel Zo . 240000 240000
Broken Arrow, First...oonnnnnn. 0.00 0000
Broken Arrow, Forest Ridge.. oo, 8601 8601
Broken Arrow, Gloryland Baptist Church ... 10000 ... 10000
Broken Arrow, Korean Church of Tulsa......... 120000 ... 1,200.00
Broken Arrow, Mew Life Baptist.............. 10400 . 104.00
Broken Arrow, Sequovah Creek .. 1 75.00 ... | 75.00
Broken Arrow, South BA Baptist....oonn. 15947 ... 159.47
Broken Arrow, Sunmyside oo 0000 0000
Broken Arrow, Tulsa Vietnamese oo, 150,00 ... 150.00
Claremore, King Road Baptist Church.......... 000 __..__.0.00
Collinsville, EastSide .o s ssssesmss s T3 ... 7731
Collinsville, FIrst e o 623.23 ... 623.23
Collinsville, Meadowview ...oooeeeeeeeeeenes e D00 000
Coweta, COmMUIIEY o s 000 s 0000
Coweta, CrossPoint Baptist Church........oen 000 ... 0.00
Coweta, Jackson Grove Baptist Church. ..o, LLI Y (.00
Glenpool, FIrst .o STTAT 57717
Glenpool, Solid Rock L. 000 ... 0.00
TA00a, TERILY oo ers s e e s rssr s ermeres LU0 I 000
Jenks, Beaver Street. e 15175 ... 151.75
Jenks, FIrSto e, 069548 6,695 48
Jenks, SoUthSIAe o 62.59 .....02.59

Keifer, Relentless Church. e, 000, .00
Leonard, First, ..o, 000 (.00
T T vy O ST PS 146.05 ... 146.05
Mannford, Mew HOope...oo i 4EE25 L 4HE.25
Mounds, Liberty Baptist Chapel ... 000 (.00
Muskogee, New Community Church ... 0oy (.06
Onwasso, Bethel Baptist Church.nni 00 (.00
Onwasso, Central Baptist Church........ 84090 .. 84090
Owasso, Cowboy Up Cowboy Church..nn. 0o (.00
Orwasso, Dalton Hill o BBES L BEES
LT 1 PP 000 0,00
Orwasso, Freedom.. i, S0.000 S0.00
Ornwasso, LAMB House Church.....o 0,00 (.00
Orweassn, The Refuge o ROLIE ... 8018
Sand Springs, ANgUs ACTES . 19993 .. 19973
Sand Springs, Broadway ... 00000 L 0L00
Sand Springs, Calvary Baptist Church oo, 0.00 ... 0.00
Sand Springs, Church That Matters.. ... U000 L 000
Sand Springs, Hillspring Churcho...ooonnn 250,000 ... 250000
Sand Springs, Keystone Hills.on, 0.00 ... 0.00
Sand Springs, LiImestone ... 23253 23253
Sand Springs, New Covenant Baptist Church ...........0.00 ... 0.00
Sand Springs, The Father's House ..o 000 .00
Sand Springs, Trinity ..o 000 000
Sapulpa, Calvary Baphist ........ococoieiniininnns 0.00 ... 0.00
Sapulpa, Chureh Inside Out. ... 0000 000
Sapulpa, Coalition Church .o 00 (.00
Sapulpa, Famth.. e 51462 .. 51462
Sapulpa, FIrst .o 000 000
Sapulpa, Foundation Church e, 000 . 0000
Sapulpa, MNative Stone Baptist Church ... 000 .00
Sapulpa, South Heights ..o 00 (.00
Sapulpa, The Way Church. ..o, 000 . 0000
Skiatook, Immanuel . 000 0.00
Skiatook, Lakeview Southerm........ocvecnnienn 1,631.94 . 1,631.94
Skiatook, Riveted Church........oiiiiiinnn 000 0.00
Sperry, FIRSt e 000 000

Thank you for your church's gifts to the work of the Lord through Tulsa Metro Baptist Network



CHURCH GIVING -- JANUARY & YTD 2025

Questions? Contact Susan Davis at susan@tmbn.net

Tulsa, Belview Baptist Church....oociviiiiiinin, 5173 51.73
Tulsa, Berrvhill Baptist Church...oonniins 20007 ... 20007
Tulsa, Braden Park Baptist Church........cooooiai 000 ... 0.00
Tulsa, Brookside Baptist Church ... 000 ... 0.00
Tulsa, Canyon Road Baptist Church........... 17884 17884
Tulsa, Centro Cristiang Eben-EZer ..oovvevviecrniinenns 000 .00
Tulsa, Church Inside Out @ Red Fork ... 28226 ... 282.26
Tulsa, Cognizant Church ..o 0.00 ... 0000
Tulsa, Concord Community Church .o 2500 ... 25.00
Tulsa, Easton Heights ... LBOOS L 1R6.05
Tulsa, Eastwood oo 3087230872
TS, FITBE.eveiseevsseessseesss s eemss s ermssrerssssenmssssemens 234873 234873
Tulsa, First Bowden......ocnnnen, 000 . 0000

Tulsa, FIrst FOTEAN ..o .00
Tulsa, First SIaVIC ..o (.00
Tulsa, Garden CHy...ooov e U010

Tulsa, Garnett Road ... 10000

.00
0.00
000

oo 10000

Tulsa, Gilerease HillS e 150000 ... 1 5000
Tulsa, Good News Church.. e, 000 . 0000
Tulsa, Greater Mount Rose Baptist Church.............. 000 0000
Tulsa, Greater New Grove Baptist......oo. 000 0.00
Tulsa, Harbor of Grace ... 0000 000
Tulsa, Harvard Avenue........o o 0000 0000
Tulsa, HISpamic AZaPE........oovvioerne e rcnnees 000 s .00
Tulsa, Hope Fellowship Church ., 000 0000
Tulsa, Tglesia Bautista E1 Caming.........ceinnn 500000 . S0.00
Tulsa, Iglesia Bautista Emmanuel ... 000 0.00
Tulsa, Iglesia Evangelica.......oooooniennnnnecn 00000 0000
Tulsa, Indian Fellowship ..o, 000 . 0,00
Tulsa, Tnternational. ... reserrmrssersssssrmssseresees 000 .00
Tulsa, Living HOPe ..o 000 0000
Tulsa, Living Water Baptist Church ... 000 0.00
Tulsa, Marshallese Church ... 000 0.00
Tulsa, Memorial ..o 000 000
Tulsa, BETCYVIEW oo s cmeees 000 s .00
Tulsa, Micronesia Chuukese Church-Living Hope, 000 ... 0.00
Tulsa, Myanmar £omi Baptist Church ..., 000 0000

Tulsa, New Hope Commumity ... 000 . 0000
Tulsa, New Jov Fellowship ..o, 25000 ... 25.00
Tulsa, Nogales Avenue ... 000 .00
Tulsa, Oakridge ..o 000 .00

Tulsa, Oklahoma Hmong Baptist .............

000

Tulsa, Olivet Baptist Church ..o 1,135.28 ...1,135.2%
Tulsa, Onwven PArk oo ieesssrms s srs onens nene 000 ... 00,04
Tulsa, Palabras de Vida....oinmnnnnn, 0.00 ... 0.00
Tulsa, Parkview . ..o 000 0.00
Tulsa, Peniel Baptist Church ... 0000 L 0000
Tulsa, Primera Iglesia Bawtista...........o 00000 L0000
Tulsa, Banch ACTES v iesirisessssemssrsss s ronens 16500 ... 16500
Tulsa, Badge Crest .o 464.36 ... 464.36
Tulsa, Rose of Sharon ... 000, 0U00
Tulsa, Sequoyah Hills .o, 00 (.00
Tulsa, Skelly Drive.. oo 16024 160.24

Tulsa, Sojourn Church....o

Tulsa, SOWH TUIBA. ..o smeeeese e 33333 33333
Tulsa, Seuthern Hills .o, 1,595.66 ... 1,595.66
Tulsa, Southwood... e, 20833 ... 20833
Tulsa, Springdale........ooim. 000 (.00
Tulsa, Springs of Grace Bible Church..............000 ... 000
Tulsa, TRMIEY o 2B L3R 281.38
Tulza, Tulsa Baptist Church ... 0.0 0.00
Tulsa, Tulsa Hills Baptist Church ..o, 000 . 0.00
Tulsa, Tulsa International........cnnnnnnn. 000, .00
Tulsa, Tulsa ZOMI Baptist Church ... 000 (.00
Tulsa, Turn Chureh o000 0LO0
TUISA, WIEW ACTES oeerririeesrreorsrrimmsrsemmssmnmssssesssssnasssens 000 (.00
Tulza, Winnetka Heights .. 0.0 0.00
Tulsa, Woodland AcTes . 134215 ... 1,342.15
Tulsa, ZBCM of Tulsa ..o, 000 (.00
Tulsa, Zion Community Church.....nn. 000 (.00
Turley, FIESto e D00 000

TOTAL

Jan $28,304.15 .............. YTD $28,304.15

Thank you for your church's gifts to the work of the Lord through Tulsa Metro Baptist Network



