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You’re Invited!

TMBN Annual Celebration

Sunday, March 30, 2025
6pm to 8pm

South Tulsa Baptist Church

Special Guest:
Senator James Lankford
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January and February are exciting months–the start of a
new year with new opportunities. A new calendar is full
of possibilities. Many people make resolutions, while
others make commitments or goals. The potential of a
new year offers you the possibility to become a new you.
What if the new year and new you brought about a new
church too—a church eager to bring the hope of Christ
to a lost world?

Aaron Summers, of Lifeway, has said, “Developing a love
for a culture in need of Christ takes a church with a
heart for outreach and evangelism. The local church that
stands on the Word of God but isn’t evangelizing is
neglecting the primary call of the Word of God. From
the pulpit to the pew, we must raise the bar for the work
of personal evangelism outreach. The current default is
to separate spiritual things from the rest of life. But the
gospel impacts all of life, and Christ calls us to live and
share the gospel. Gospel advancement is about
relationships. To share the gospel, one must
intentionally build relationships.”

“Engaging people in spiritual conversations, like
swinging at good pitches, comes with practice and
determination. Making disciples of all nations requires
meeting the general population, crossing generational
barriers, and engaging in conversation. In John 9, Jesus

engages a man who was born blind. During this
extended conversation, Jesus modeled the process of a
“new you” becoming a new church too. Based on this
interaction, here are six questions to answer as you seek
to spar evangelism and outreach in yourself and in your
church.

1. Am I genuinely interested in the spiritual condition
of others?
Jesus and His disciples were passing by a man born

blind. The disciples asked Jesus about the spiritual

cause of his blindness, assuming illness stemmed from

sin. Jesus said it wasn’t due to sin but so that God’s

works might be displayed. They were interested in this

man’s spiritual condition.
Continued next page
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In theory, every believer should be highly interested in

others’ spiritual conditions. However, the number of

baptisms churches are seeing in a year brings this

interest into question. How many people have you come

across in the last week? Did their spiritual condition cross

your mind? Did you engage them in outreach and

evangelism? How interested are you in the spiritual

condition of those you pass by daily?

2. Do I initiate conversations?
John’s account of this moment tells of Jesus turning from
the disciples, spitting on the ground, and putting mud
on the man’s eyes. There was likely some type of
interaction with the man between Jesus talking to His
disciples and making mud. But even if Jesus said
nothing, He still initiated the process. The question for us
is: Are we taking the initiative?

It’s effortless to not take the initiative, isn’t it? I can easily
go in and out of the grocery store and say nothing. I go
in, get my things, and self-check my way out. But I
haven’t engaged anyone. I don’t initiate conversation.
Taking initiative is a choice. In our culture today, isolation
is a learned behavior. However, starting conversations
will be necessary for transforming the culture with Christ.

3. Do I make a Jesus impact on the lives of others?
Jesus smeared mud on the blind man’s eyes and told
him to wash in the Siloam pool. When he returned, he
had sight. What an impact! When the Pharisees began
questioning, the man dared to answer. When his parents
didn’t want to be involved, he stood firm. And when they
wanted him to repeat, the man engaged them about
their spiritual condition.

You cannot make the blind see, the lame walk, or the
mute speak. However, there are a thousand ways you can
impact someone’s life as the Holy Spirit works through
you in your everyday actions and conversations. Even
before you inquire about their spiritual destination you
can impact lives so that people feel peace and joy as a
result of being in your presence. How do people act after
they’ve been around you?

     Continued next page
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4. Do I intentionally seek to follow up with people?
Jesus heard the Pharisees had thrown the man out.
When Jesus found him, He followed up on the earlier
conversation. So many times, we begin a conversation
but never finish it. Obviously, there are times when you
cannot continue at the moment, so we need to
intentionally follow up on the conversation at another
time. Seek out the same cashier another day. Ask for the
same server you had before. Make it a point to seek them
out and continue the conversation. You can have micro
conversations with them until that special moment
arrives.

5. Do I invite people to believe and follow Jesus?
Now, the moment has arrived to invite people to believe.

Jesus meets with this man and pops the question of

belief. All the time you’ve spent getting to know this

person has prepared you for this moment. The time

spent in prayer learning to love this person as God does

has prepared your heart for this moment.

In one of the follow-up moments, the Spirit will move
you to ask the question of belief. Will you pull the
trigger? First, ask the person about their spiritual beliefs
or their spiritual story. Then, listen to their story. Actively
listen to them and empathize with them through their
story. This connection is vital for trust and the
opportunity to discuss Jesus.

6. Do I guide them in discipleship?
Once the man believed, Jesus began teaching him. When
someone responds to Jesus in faith, you must continue
walking with them in a discipleship role. First, make sure
they have a Bible. Encourage them to read a chapter and
then ask about it the next time you see them. Then, start
meeting with them one-on-one to walk through
Scripture together and pray. You’re their spiritual parent,
and it’s time to train them in the way they should go.

Self-assessment
Help your congregation examine their responses to these
questions. With each question, rate yourself on a scale of
one (“Not Me”) to 10 (“Exactly Me”). 

Continued next column

Survey Reveals Key Insights on the Impact and Challenges of Adult Bible Study Groups in
Churches

Which ones are five or below?
Why? Take time to pray,
asking God to reveal why you
are that way. What would it
take to increase by one?
Again, pray and seek the Holy
Spirit’s help.”

As you think of committing to
a “new you” this year, consider
how you could be a part of
helping someone else
become a new person this
year. Through this, your
church will come alive with
the presence of the Spirit as
new lives are being shaped
by the gospel. 

What kind of year will you
and your church have? Will it
be one of outreach and
evangelism? Let’s work
towards God’s best in our
churches in 2025!

Lead with a vision!
Proverbs 29:18



As we start out this new month, I want to share a story
with you. In 2006, Zimbabwe was an incredibly difficult
place to live. With an economic crisis, hyperinflation,
shortages on basic foods, and violations of human rights
by the government, many faced a crisis of mental health
too. However, in a small township called Mbare, a sweet
woman who went by the name of Grandmother Jack and
thirteen of her granny friends began a movement to help
the hurting. Under the guidance and training of the only
psychiatrist working in public health in all of Zimbabwe,
these fourteen women learned basic techniques in
listening and empathy and then provided a specific
place, a particular bench in the heart of town where
people could come and simply talk. And people came.
They shared their problems. They processed their
struggles. And more than anything, as they did, they
found a place with loving people who made them feel
much less alone. Not surprising, this bench came to be
known as the Friendship Bench. And one Friendship
Bench soon became two, three, and many benches
around the region where grandmothers would sit and
care and serve. Now nearly twenty years later, The
Friendship Bench is an international effort with 484,329
people helped since 2016. Those who want to can even
get a Friendship Bench in a Box toolkit if they want to
provide the same kind of help for people in their little
corner of the world. You can read more of their story in
the book The Friendship Bench: How Fourteen
Grandmothers Inspired a Mental Health Revolution. 

I wanted to share this story for two reasons. First, as
spring approaches and the weariness of winter begins to
fade away, now is a good time to remind ourselves that
what we do matters. Ministry, for pastors and their wives,
can be very much like the grandmothers on their
Friendship Bench. We help the hurting by pointing them
to Jesus. We also provide a place—our churches—where
people can come and feel much less alone. And though

many administrative tasks and managerial things must
be done in ministry, we can’t forget the why behind it. We
can’t forget that God is using each of us for His glory and
for the benefit of many. To be a Grandmother Jack is truly
a privilege. It’s a privilege to point people to Jesus. 

Continued next page
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Ministry is like a
Friendship Bench—

we help the hurting
and point them to

Jesus
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A second reason I wanted to share about the Friendship
Bench is this. Pastors and their wives can also struggle
from time to time with finding safe people to talk with
about their burdens and struggles. They give and give,
but they also need to come and sit themselves on a
Friendship Bench and receive. Of course, many feel like
they can’t share with those within their congregations for
certain reasons. And that may be true. So, where do we
go? Who do we talk to? The answer ultimately lies with
us: pastors can seek out other pastors, pastors’ wives can
seek out other wives. It’s not easy. It takes time, courage,
some amount of risk and vulnerability, and sometimes
we have to be the one who initiates. But when we do
reach out, we find there truly are others who understand
what we’re going through. There are others who’ve been
there. There are others who will pray and support us in
this noble calling of ministry. 

And for the pastor’s wives specifically (who happen to be
my favorite people in the whole world), if you are in need
of community, I have an easy way for you to find
friendship. Come join me at our next ministry wives’
gathering on March 11 at Panera Bread (1624 E 15th St.).
We meet at 6:30pm. We are a keep-it-real,
nonjudgmental, wacky and humble, full-of-laughter yet
quick-to-pray kind of group where everyone feels at
home and welcomed. We already have a seat at the table
for you. So, don’t keep fighting your battles alone. Let this
be your invitation to come join us. ☺       

Valuing the Season You’re in With Prayer and Self-Reflection

https://www.facebook.com/groups/752836623234729


March Calendar

Tuesday, March 11: Come to the Table--
Ministry Wives Meeting at 6:30pm at
Panera Bread (1624 E 15th ST, Tulsa, OK
74120)

Thursday, March 13: Pastors’ Fellowship
at 11:30am at TMBN Offices // Guest: Hess
Hester // RSVP Online

Thursday, March 27: TMBN VBS Early
Bird Preview at 6pm at the TMBN offices
// Pastors, Staff, VBS Directors--you’re
invited!

Sunday, March 30: TMBN Annual
Celebration at 6pm at South Tulsa
Baptist Church // Guest: Senator James
Lankford

Changes? Additions? Questions?

Contact Susan Davis at
susan@tmbn.net

https://www.tmbn.net/index.php/en/page/calendar
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=tulsametrobaptistnetwork%40gmail.com&ctz=America%2FChicago
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdH0acY__EbvZqpmmIzXTH4_21Mqih4_6Q4AK_3opYjZJTH8g/viewform?usp=header
https://www.tmbn.net/index.php/en/page/calendar


Church Giving -- January & YTD 2025
Questions? Contact Susan Davis at susan@tmbn.net

Thank you for your church's gifts to the work of the Lord through Tulsa Metro Baptist Network
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