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SAVE THE DATE!

TMBN
invites you and your church

TMBN Annual Celebration

Sunday, March 30, 2025
6pm to 8pm

South Tulsa Baptist Church

Special Guest:
Senator James Lankford
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Last year, May 27-June 27, Lifeway conducted an online survey
of 1,021 Adult Bible study groups minister leaders. Of the 1,021
surveys taken, 639 represented SBC churches. Protestant and
non-denominational churches were asked to describe their
church’s Bible study groups for adults. Responses were
weighted by region, church size, and denominational category
to more accurately reflect the population. As you read the
following survey results, consider how your church would
respond to the questions which were posed.

1. 94% of participating churches have ongoing Adult Bible
study groups.

2. Ongoing Groups Names are:  (top 3 answers)
     Bible Study Groups  45%
     Sunday School  17% 
     Small Groups  10%

3. 93% say most of their ongoing adult groups meet at least
once a week.

4. 73% say their ongoing groups meet all year.
This includes 26% who do not meet on some holidays.

5. 51% say that most people do not change adult groups.
    43% say that groups change slowly over time.

6. 67% say that half or less of adults in worship attend
ongoing groups.

7. 90% do not limit the size of an ongoing adult group.

8. 34% say they have started new ongoing adult Bible study
groups in 2024.

9. 37% say they have recruited new ongoing group leaders in
2024.

10. 53% say they track attendance in their adult ongoing
groups.

11. 56% say they maintain a roster of who is in each ongoing
adult Bible study group.

12. 64% utilize paper or spreadsheets to keep records.

Continued next page

Survey Reveals Key Insights on the
Impact and Challenges of Adult Bible
Study Groups in Churches
by Jerry Jacobs, Director of Small Groups/Sunday School/Discipleship
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13. 46% rank Bible Study as the highest objective for ongoing

adult groups.

14. Average (mean) ranking of objectives for ongoing adult
groups: (on a scale of 0-6)
     Bible study  2.20
     Relationship/community/fellowship  2.96
     Intentional disciple-making/equipping  3.01
     Ministry/service  3.80
     Worship  3.99
     Outreach and evangelism  4.26

15. “How are your ongoing adult Bible study groups organized?  
By…”
     Interest in topic being studied  45%
     Age  31%
     Life stage  29%
     Gender  28%
     Affinity or shared interest  22%

16. “Where do your adult ongoing groups meet?”
     At church or worship location  92%
     In homes  31%
     Other off-campus locations  13%

17. On average 79% of groups meet at the church or worship
location.

18. 30% of churches have ongoing adult Bible study groups 
          that meet before/after worship service(s).
     35% have groups that meet any day or night of the week 
          other than when gathering for worship.
     36% have groups that meet before or after worship 
          service(s) and at other times during the week.

19. Challenges experienced by ongoing groups:  (top 6)
     Attendance  18%
     Consistency/Commitment  11%
     Finding/Developing leaders  8%
     Participation/Involvement  8%
     Scheduling/Availability  7%
     Meeting times  6%

20. “Which of the following describe the training, if any, that
ongoing adult Bible study group leaders receive at your
church?”
     No training is provided  36%
     In-person training is provided  34%
     Books are available  28%
     Only new leaders are trained when they start  14%
     Other training  21%
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21. 83% of churches who offer leaders training do so at least
once a year.

22. “What training topics have you addressed in the last two
years with leaders of adult Bible study groups?
     Encouragement for the leaders  69%
     Spiritual Development for the leaders  61%
     How to use the curriculum provided for teaching  52%
     How to teach a group  49%
     How to move to a deeper discipleship relationship  45%
     Group dynamics  45%
     Learning styles  40%

23. 76% agree that their church needs to make more training
available to Bible study leaders.

24. 89% agree that most group participants have been in the
same group for at least two years.

In looking over this survey, I see at least three big take-aways:

1. Ongoing Adult Bible study groups are still vitally important
in the life of the church.

2. Ongoing Adult Bible study groups rank outreach and
evangelism, worship, and ministry/service as their most
important objectives.

3. Sad to say, 36% of those surveyed stated their church
provided no training for the Adult Bible study leaders and an
overwhelming 76% said there is a definite need for making
more training available.

As you reflect on this survey, what could you and your church
do to increase the effectiveness of the Adult Bible study group
ministry in your church? Is Adult Bible study promoted from
the pulpit and in the halls? Is it regarded as not only the most
effective way to reach people for Christ, but also to disciple
them? What can you do to provide more training for your Adult
Bible study leaders? If you do not have Adult Bible study
leaders’ meetings, consider starting one on a quarterly basis.
Two vital things which come out of these meetings are (1)
encouraging your leaders and (2) communicating how Adult
Bible study group leaders and members are instrumental in
helping accomplish the mission of the church. If you would
like some ideas for your workers’ meeting, please contact me
at the TMBN Office. 

Lead with a vision!
Proverbs 29:18
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February is a month that seems to fly by for me. Perhaps
it does for you too. With shortened sunshine during the
day due to winter, fewer days than the other months in
the year, and even a pressing desire to see spring come
early, I tend to lose track. The days just pass me by. Each
new month, however, is its own season in our lives. And
each new month, for all of us, deserves its own time of
self-reflection and preparation. Therefore, consider asking
yourself some pointed questions this month as you set
out on your way. 

What do I see God doing this month? In what ways is
He working? What is He wanting to speak to me?

What new challenges am I facing this month? What
hurdles do I see coming? What burdens must I carry
and how can I better give those to God?

What new experiences or opportunities should I be
thankful for? What are some continuing gifts that
God has already given me that I don’t want to take
for granted?  

What is God asking for me to do with and for Him
this month? Who is He highlighting for me to reach
out to? Who needs my help?

In what ways is God asking me to rest and spend time
with Him this month? How can I make a plan now and
prepare in order to make the most of the time I’ve been
given?

Building a habit of self-reflection is encouraged in
scripture. 2 Corinthians 13:5 tells us to “examine
ourselves.” Galatians 6:4 says, “each one should test his
own work.” Being self-reflective, however, isn’t a license to
be harsh with ourselves or condemning of mistakes that
we make. Rather, the goal is thoughtfulness. The goal is

to open our spiritual eyes and better see “the unforced
rhythms of grace” at work (see Matthew 11:28-30 MSG).

Continued next page

Valuing the Season You’re in With
Prayer and Self-Reflection
by Ginger McPherson, Director of Ministry Wives Ministry 
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The more we’re aware of His presence in our lives, the
more we can come into agreement with Him. We can
align our expectations with His. And we can partner with
Him so that He might better work in, around and
through us to fulfill His plans for our good and His glory. 

This year the ministry wives’ group has been making its
way through Kay Warren’s book Sacred Privilege: Your
Life and Ministry as a Pastor’s Wife. Each month we

discuss a different topic from the book, which have all
been timely and reassuring. In one passage, Warren
concludes: “How can we experience peace and rest for
our souls in the changing seasons of life and ministry?
Here’s what I know: learn the unforced rhythms of
grace, commit your daily schedule to God, adjust for the
season you’re in, and enjoy the moments.” To me, that’s

pretty great advice. So, let’s not let February slide by this
year. Let’s live intentionally. Let’s live with our eyes on
God.

And if you’re looking for a community that can help you
be more reflective and can also encourage you in
whatever you’re currently facing, join TMBN Ministry
Wives! We have an online private Facebook group
(www.facebook/groups/tmbnministrywives). We also

have an in-person gathering the second Tuesday of each
month. Our next meeting is February 11th at 6:30p.m. at
Panera Bread (1624 E 15th St.) in downtown Tulsa. Come
and fellowship with us. You won’t regret it! 

Valuing the Season You’re in With Prayer and Self-Reflection

https://www.facebook.com/groups/752836623234729
http://www.facebook/groups/tmbnministrywives


February Calendar

Tuesday, February 11: Come to the
Table--Ministry Wives Meeting at
6:30pm at Panera Bread (1624 E 15th ST,
Tulsa, OK 74120)

Thursday, February 20: Pastors’
Fellowship at 11:30am at TMBN Offices //
RSVP Online

Thursday, February 27: TMBN Team
Meetings and A-Team Lunch: Team
Meetings at 11am / A-Team Lunch at noon
/ Guest Speaker: Mike Hand, Special
Assistant to the President for Great
Commission Initiatives, OBU  // RSVP
Online

Changes? Additions? Questions?

Contact Susan Davis at
susan@tmbn.net

https://www.tmbn.net/index.php/en/page/calendar
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=tulsametrobaptistnetwork%40gmail.com&ctz=America%2FChicago
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdGp9-_AO98_NEeyz7bPVJAX1mUUMc0Fgl4WG-0-evxIZLPPg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdNgsljbgJGLA2a3ssa4WAoqtePostr9HcObUL6D1hJ2hamwA/viewform?usp=dialog
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdGT3F4WoWbSpH_F_eRwCz3_GW52O5GIqa-yCHNTh7ts8RjKQ/viewform?usp=dialog
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdGT3F4WoWbSpH_F_eRwCz3_GW52O5GIqa-yCHNTh7ts8RjKQ/viewform?usp=dialog
https://www.tmbn.net/index.php/en/page/calendar


Church Giving -- December & YTD 2024
Questions? Contact Susan Davis at susan@tmbn.net

Thank you for your church's gifts to the work of the Lord through Tulsa Metro Baptist Network
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