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SURVEY REVEALS KEY INSIGHTS ON THE
IMPACT AND CHALLENGES OF ADULT BIBLE
STUDY GROUPS IN CHURCHES

by Jerry Jacobs, Director of Small Groups/Sunday School/Discipleship

Last year, May 27-June 27, Lifeway conducted an online survey

of 1,021 Adult Bible study groups minister leaders. Of the 1,021

surveys taken, 639 represented SBC churches. Protestant and

non-denominational churches were asked to describe their

church’s Bible study groups for adults. Responses were

weighted by region, church size, and denominational category ]ERRY ]AC OBS
to more accurately reflect the population. As you read the SMALL GROUPS /

following survey results, consider how your church would SUNDAY SCHOOL / DISCIPLESHIP
respond to the questions which were posed.

1. 94% of participating churches have ongoing Adult Bible
study groups.

2. Ongoing Groups Names are: (top 3 answers)
Bible Study Groups 45%
Sunday School 17%
Small Groups 10%

3. 93% say most of their ongoing adult groups meet at least
once a week.

4. 73% say their ongoing groups meet all year. Email: jerry@tmbn.net
This includes 26% who do not meet on some holidays. Office: 918-743-4545
Office Desk: 918-410-9867

5. 51% say that most people do not change adult groups. Cell: 918-809-7812
43% say that groups change slowly over time.

6. 67% say that half or less of adults in worship attend
ongoing groups.

7.90% do not limit the size of an ongoing adult group.

8. 34% say they have started new ongoing adult Bible study
groups in 2024.

9. 37% say they have recruited new ongoing group leaders in
2024,

10. 53% say they track attendance in their adult ongoing
groups.

11. 56% say they maintain a roster of who is in each ongoing
adult Bible study group.

12. 64% utilize paper or spreadsheets to keep records.

Continued next page



Survey Reveals Key Insights on the Impact and Challenges of Adult Bible Study Groups in

Churches
continued from page 2

13. 46% rank Bible Study as the highest objective for ongoing
adult groups.

14. Average (mean) ranking of objectives for ongoing adult
groups: (on a scale of 0-6)

Bible study 2.20

Relationship/community/fellowship 2.96

Intentional disciple-making/equipping 3.01

Ministry/service 3.80

Worship 3.99

Outreach and evangelism 4.26

15. “"How are your ongoing adult Bible study groups organized?
By..”

Interest in topic being studied 45%

Age 31%

Life stage 29%

Gender 28%

Affinity or shared interest 22%

16. “Where do your adult ongoing groups meet?”
At church or worship location 92%
In homes 31%
Other off-campus locations 13%

17. On average 79% of groups meet at the church or worship
location.

18. 30% of churches have ongoing adult Bible study groups
that meet before/after worship service(s).
35% have groups that meet any day or night of the week
other than when gathering for worship.
36% have groups that meet before or after worship
service(s) and at other times during the week.

19. Challenges experienced by ongoing groups: (top 6)
Attendance 18%
Consistency/Commitment 11%
Finding/Developing leaders 8%
Participation/Involvement 8%
Scheduling/Availability 7%
Meeting times 6%

20. “Which of the following describe the training, if any, that
ongoing adult Bible study group leaders receive at your
church?”

No training is provided 36%

In-person training is provided 34%

Books are available 28%

Only new leaders are trained when they start 14%

Other training 21%

Protestant and non-
denominational
churches were
asked to describe
their church’s Bible
study groups for
adults. Responses
were weighted by
region, church size,
and
denominational
category to more
accurately reflect
the population.

Continued next pcrie



Survey Reveals Key Insights on the Impact and Challenges of Adult Bible Study Groups in

Churches
continued from page 3

21. 83% of churches who offer leaders training do so at least
once a year.

22. “What training topics have you addressed in the last two
years with leaders of adult Bible study groups?
Encouragement for the leaders 69%
Spiritual Development for the leaders 61%
How to use the curriculum provided for teaching 52%
How to teach a group 49%
How to move to a deeper discipleship relationship 45%
Group dynamics 45%
Learning styles 40%

23.76% agree that their church needs to make more training
available to Bible study leaders.

24. 89% agree that most group participants have been in the

same group for at least two years. “

In looking over this survey, | see at least three big take-aways: As you reflect on
1. Ongoing Adult Bible study groups are still vitally important this su rvey, what
in the life of the ch h.

N the fife of the chure could you and your
2. Ongoing Adult Bible study groups rank outreach and church do to

evangelism, worship, and ministry/service as their most
important objectives.

increase the

effectiveness of the
3. Sad to say, 36% of those surveyed stated their church

provided no training for the Adult Bible study leaders and an Adult Bible StUdy
overwhelming 76% said there is a definite need for making group mlnlstry in

more training available.
your church?
As you reflect on this survey, what could you and your church

do to increase the effectiveness of the Adult Bible study group
ministry in your church? Is Adult Bible study promoted from
the pulpit and in the halls? Is it regarded as not only the most
effective way to reach people for Christ, but also to disciple
them? What can you do to provide more training for your Adult
Bible study leaders? If you do not have Adult Bible study
leaders’ meetings, consider starting one on a quarterly basis.
Two vital things which come out of these meetings are (1)
encouraging your leaders and (2) communicating how Adult
Bible study group leaders and members are instrumental in
helping accomplish the mission of the church. If you would
like some ideas for your workers’ meeting, please contact me
at the TMBN Office.

Lead with a vision!
Proverbs 29:18



VALUING THE SEASON YOU’RE IN WITH
PRAYER AND SELF-REFLECTION

by Ginger McPherson, Director of Ministry Wives Ministry

February is a month that seems to fly by for me. Perhaps
it does for you too. With shortened sunshine during the
day due to winter, fewer days than the other months in
the year, and even a pressing desire to see spring come

early, | tend to lose track. The days just pass me by. Each GINGER

new month, however, is its own season in our lives. And

each new month, for all of us, deserves its own time of MGPHERSON
self-reflection and preparation. Therefore, consider asking

yourself some pointed questions this month as you set
out on your way.

MINISTRY WIVES MINISTRY

e What do | see God doing this month? In what ways is
He working? What is He wanting to speak to me?

e What new challenges am | facing this month? What
hurdles do | see coming? What burdens must | carry
and how can | better give those to God?

e What new experiences or opportunities should | be

thankful for? What are some continuing gifts that Emall olnper@mbninet
God has already given me that | don't want to take Office: 918-743-4545
for granted? Cell: 918-409-0052

e What is God asking for me to do with and for Him
this month? Who is He highlighting for me to reach
out to? Who needs my help?

In what ways is God asking me to rest and spend time
with Him this month? How can | make a plan now and
prepare in order to make the most of the time I've been
given?

Building a habit of self-reflection is encouraged in
scripture. 2 Corinthians 13:5 tells us to “examine
ourselves.” Galatians 6:4 says, “each one should test his
own work.” Being self-reflective, however, isn't a license to
be harsh with ourselves or condemning of mistakes that
we make. Rather, the goal is thoughtfulness. The goal is
to open our spiritual eyes and better see “the unforced
rhythms of grace” at work (see Matthew 11:28-30 MSQ).

Continued next page



Valuing the Season You’re in With Prayer and Self-Reflection
continued from page 5

The more we're aware of His presence in our lives, the
more we can come into agreement with Him. We can
align our expectations with His. And we can partner with
Him so that He might better work in, around and
through us to fulfill His plans for our good and His glory.

This year the ministry wives' group has been making its
way through Kay Warren's book Sacred Privilege: Your
Life and Ministry as a Pastor’'s Wife. Each month we
discuss a different topic from the book, which have all
been timely and reassuring. In one passage, Warren
concludes: “How can we experience peace and rest for
our souls in the changing seasons of life and ministry?
Here's what | know: learn the unforced rhythms of
grace, commit your daily schedule to God, adjust for the
season you're in, and enjoy the moments.” To me, that’s
pretty great advice. So, let's not let February slide by this
year. Let’s live intentionally. Let’s live with our eyes on
God.

And if you're looking for a community that can help you
be more reflective and can also encourage you in
whatever you're currently facing, join TMBN Ministry
Wives! We have an online private Facebook group
(www.facebook/groups/tmbnministrywives). We also

have an in-person gathering the second Tuesday of each
month. Our next meeting is February 11th at 6:30p.m. at

Panera Bread (1624 E 15th St.) in downtown Tulsa. Come
and fellowship with us. You won't regret it!

Tlsa e Baps et
Ministry Wives

Ywre Jruifed!

TMBN Ministry Wives

& Private group - 93 members

In what ways is God
asking me to rest
and spend time
with Him this
month? How can |
make a plan now

and prepare in
order to make the
most of the time
I've been given?



https://www.facebook.com/groups/752836623234729
http://www.facebook/groups/tmbnministrywives

FEBRUARY CALENDAR
Changes? Additions? Questions?

Contact Susan Davis at
susan@tmbn.net

¢ Tuesday, February 11: Come to the
Table--Ministry Wives Meeting at
6:30pm at Panera Bread (1624 E 15th ST,
Tulsa, OK 74120)

* Thursday, February 20: Pastors’
Fellowship at 11:30am at TMBN Offices //
RSVP Online

¢ Thursday, February 27: TMBN Team
Meetings and A-Team Lunch: Team
Meetings at 11lam / A-Team Lunch at noon
/ Guest Speaker: Mike Hand, Special
Assistant to the President for Great
Commission Initiatives, OBU // RSVP
Online

Tulsa Metro Baptist Network

Monthly Pastors' Fellowship

Feb 13 // 11:30am // TMBN Offices

4502 E 29th ST, Tulsa, OK 74114



https://www.tmbn.net/index.php/en/page/calendar
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=tulsametrobaptistnetwork%40gmail.com&ctz=America%2FChicago
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdGp9-_AO98_NEeyz7bPVJAX1mUUMc0Fgl4WG-0-evxIZLPPg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdNgsljbgJGLA2a3ssa4WAoqtePostr9HcObUL6D1hJ2hamwA/viewform?usp=dialog
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdGT3F4WoWbSpH_F_eRwCz3_GW52O5GIqa-yCHNTh7ts8RjKQ/viewform?usp=dialog
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdGT3F4WoWbSpH_F_eRwCz3_GW52O5GIqa-yCHNTh7ts8RjKQ/viewform?usp=dialog
https://www.tmbn.net/index.php/en/page/calendar

CHURCH GIVING -- DECEMBER & YTD 2024

Questions? Contact Susan Davis at susan@tmbn.net

Bixby, Bixby Church. ..., 000 0000
Bixby, Broken Rice Church.......... 0.00 ... 1,500.00
Bixby, Crossroads_ ... 000 LR
Bixby, EVErgreen. ..o, 1,666.67 . 20,000.04
Bixby, First. ..o 000 . 0.00
Bixhy, Mew Beginming ..o, 1250000 15,000, 00
Bixby, RIVENVIEW. ..o 23208 233662
Broken Arrow, Apape Chinese.........ooooooeen 300000 900,00
Broken Arrow, Anthem Church,. ...l 240,00 .2 B05.00
Broken Arrow, Arrow Heights ... 167000 O 1,833.00
Broken Arrow, Aspen Park.. .o, S0L000 G00.00
Broken Arrow, BattleCreek Church ., 0.00 . 0,00
Broken Arrow, Clearview Baptist Chureh........... 10000 1,300.00
Broken Arrow, County Tine ..o, L L R | X 11
Broken Arrow, Deaf Church at Battle Creek........... 0.00 e 0.00
Broken Arrow, Emmanuel £0 o 00000 277300
Broken Arrow, First .., 0.00 ... R75.00
Broken Arrow, Forest Ridge.......ooo o 12654 1,451.25
Broken Arrow, Gloryland Baptist Church ... 9200 ... 1,123.00
Broken Arrow, Korean Church of Tulsa.......on. 0.00 . 0,00
Broken Arrow, New Life Baptist. ... 10417 218417
Broken Arrow, Sequovah Creek. . 24100 ... 2,884.00
Broken Arrow, South BA Baptist...on.. ZRED 256307
Broken Arrow, Sunnyside ..o 2360000 138815
Broken Arrow, Tulsa Vietnamese ... 1500000 ... 1,950.00
Claremore, King Road Baptist Church ... 000 ...000
Collinsville, Eastside ..o sn s 9971 ....1,033.43
Collinsville, First e, R24.09 ...7,536.22
Collinsville, Meadowview ..o U000 0000
Coweta, COMMUITEY oo 000 0000
Coweta, CrossPoint Baptist Church. ... 215683 11,093 88
Coweta, Jackson Grove Baptist Church........ooenn. 000 0.0
Glenpool, First. e, 420,01 ...5171.41
Glenpool, Solid Rock 0.00 0.00
0T, TERILY v e s e e 000 .00
Jenks, Beaver SIreet. i 8336 ... 63401
Jenks, FIrsto e e 00 T2 86273
Jenks, SOUThSIAE oo e e e ene s L L 74342

Keifer, Relentless Church.....ooeniciis .00
Leonard, First, ..o 0.00
Mantford, FIrst ..o 30806
Mdannford, Mew Hope. .o, 303.90
Mounds, Liberty Baptist Chapel...........oooce 27742
Muskogee, New Community Church ... (.00
Owasso, Bethel Baptist Church........o 525.00

Owasso, Central Baptist Church. ... 1 93580
Crwasso, Cowboy Up Cowboy Charch ..o (.00
Owasso, Dalton Hill . 130015
L TR £ T 1618 K6
Owasso, Freedom.. e, 50,00

Onwasso, LAMB House Church.............000

e L0
__________ 0.00
L.2.025.03
.. 6,541.01
2410013
.......... 0.00
. 2,100.00
1320972
.......... 0.00
151142
.32,131.37
o 1,250.00
e 4436

Orwasso, The Refuge e, 25235 L 1LET0.90
Sand Springs, Angus ACTES 191.27 ... 491.27
Sand Springs, Broadway ... 00000 0000
Sand Springs, Calvary Baptist Church .o, 4482 .. 98E25
Sand Springs, Church That Matters...............0.00 _2519.05
Sand Springs, Hillspring Church oo 2500000 .. 3,000.00
Sand Springs, Keystone Hills...oooonn. 000 . 0000
Sand Springs, LImestone .......ocovecveenece 421900 266945
Sand Springs, Mew Covenant Baptist Chorch ..., 00000 L 0000
Sand Springs, The Father's House .. 000 0.00
Sand Springs, Trnity. ... 0000 0000
Sapulpa, Calvary Baptist ..o, 000 . 0000
Sapulpa, Church Inside Out... 000 L 1,954.53
Sapulpa, Coalition Church ..o nog (.00
Sapulpa, Faith.......ooociiiiicinn i 50895 641384
Sapulpa, FIrst .o 000 100000
Sapulpa, Foundation Church ..o 000 . 0000
Sapulpa, MNative Stone Baptist Church ... 000 .. 498521
Sapulpa, South Heights ..o nog (.00
Sapulpa, The Way Church. ..o, 10000 .. 60000
Skiatook, Immanuel .o 5000 600,00
Skiatook, Lakeview Southeri......oocevveeennicniens 000 L 6623.24
Skiatook, Riveted Church.......ooin 169518 632609
Sperry, FIFSE e e 232,30 137054

Thank you for your church's gifts to the work of the Lord through Tulsa Metro Baptist Network



CHURCH GIVING -- DECEMBER & YTD 2024

Questions? Contact Susan Davis at susan@tmbn.net

Tulsa, Belview Baptist Church.....oooovvivviiiinne 5429 .. 66751
Tulsa, Berryhill Baptist Church....... 000 ... 1,067.87
Tulsa, Braden Park Baptist Church.................o. 1270000 ... 1,935.00
Tulsa, Brookside Baptist Church ..o, 000 0000
Tulsa, Canyon Road Baptist Church......... 24812 L 2,904.80
Tulsa, Centro Cristiano Eben-EZer .....ccovvvviveeniiennn 000 .00
Tulsa, Church Inside Out i@ Red Fork ... 31970 3,052.30
Tulsa, Cognizant Chureh .o 0000 000
Tulsa, Concord Community Church ... 2500 ... 7500
Tulsa, Easton Heights ... 22358 2,509.51
Tulsa, FEastwWorkl ..oovveeeerieersiereisrerssssenmsssersssssnmsssens 42817 ....4,027.11
Tulsa, FIrst. e T.605.73 . 39,595.21
Tulsa, First Bowden. ... 0000 000
Tulsa, First Korean ..., 000 . 0000
Tulsa, First Slavic ..., 000 0.00
Tulsa, Garden CHy ..o D00 000
Tulsa, Gamett Boad ... 12500 ... 1,275.00
Tulsa, Gilerease Hills ..o 000 21601
Tulsa, Good News Church....oveves e e 0.00 ... .00
Tulsa, Greater Mount Rose Baptist Church.............. LI 01 S0.00
Tulsa, Greater New Grove Baptist................... 10000 20000
Tulsa, Harbor of Grace .., 0.00 ... 1,250.00
Tulsa, Harvard Avenue......co. 000 0.00
Tulsa, Hispanic Agape......oovomnneen e GO0 000
Tulsa, Hope Fellowship Church .o, 0.00 ... 0000
Tulsa, Iglesia Bautista El Camino ... 5000 . 600.00
Tulsa, Iglesia Bautista Emmanuel ..o 000 .. 25257
Tulsa, Tglesia Evangelica ..o 0.00 ... 0000
Tulsa, Indian Fellowship oo 0000 000
Tulsa, International..eene e, 0.00 0000
Tulsa, Living Hope o, 0.00 ... 120.41
Tulsa, Living Water Baptist Church ... 000 .00
Tulsa, Marshallese Church i, 0.00 ... 9500
Tulsa, Memorial ..., 000 ... S500.00
Tulsa, MEFCYVIEW oo s emsrs 000 .00
Tulsa, Micronesia Chuukese Church-Living Hope... 0.00 ... Q8.00

Tulsa, Myanmar Zomi Baptist Chureh .o 00000 0

Tulsa, New Hope Commumity ... 000 . 0000
Tulsa, New Joy Fellowship oo, 25.00 ... 300,00
Tulsa, Nogales Avenue ... 000 . 240,00
Tulsa, Oakridge ... 000 .00

Tulsa, Oklahoma Hmong Baptist ....................0.00

Tulsa, Olivet Baptist Church e 217496 . 16,505.17
Tulsa, Ovent PArK ..o eeeisseesrseosesenesssessssenmnssens 000 .. (.00
Tulsa, Palabras de Vida....oinmnnnnn, 0.00 ... 0.00
Tulsa, Parkview ..., 91034 606141
Tulsa, Peniel Baptist Church ..o 0000 000
Tulsa, Primera Iglesia Bawtista.... ... 0000 000
Tulsa, Banch ACTES v isirisesssremssssss s ronens 16500 . 2, 14500
Tulsa, Bidge Crest e 164,49 ... 167432
Tulsa, Rose of Sharon ..., 0.00 ... 0.00
Tulsa, Sequoyah Hills ..o 000 . B00.00
Tulsa, Skelly Drive...oooooeiice 243722 534 54
Tulsa, Sejouwrn Chureh... 000 000
Tulsa, SO TSR ..o B335 3,900 96
Tulsa, Southern Hills..inn, 0.00 . 877617
Tulsa, Southwood. e, 208,33 .. 2,499.96
Tulsa, Springdale........ooi. 000 . 200000
Tulsa, Springs of Grace Bible Chureh............000 ... 000
Tulsa, TrmY e 33 273 441975
Tulsa, Tulsa Baptist Church .o Bo6S L 43338
Tulsa, Tulsa Hills Baptist Church o 0.00 ... 0.00
Tulsa, Tulsa International........oonnmnnn, 0.00 ... 350,00
Tulsa, Tulsa Z0MI Baptist Church ... oo 190.95
Tulsa, Turn Chureh e 000 0LO0
Tulsa, WIew ACTE8 ..ovririeesirrsrrsnssssrmmsorsssserns ronens 28130 . 2.966.56
Tulsa, Winnetka Heights ... 000 (.00
Tulsa, Woodland Actes o, .00 ... 3,024.05
Tulsa, ZBCM of Tulsa .o, 00 (.00
Tulsa, Zion Commumnity Church....., 3700 164900
Turley, FIrsto e U0 00D

TOTAL

Dec $35,984.12 ............ YTD $384,786.53

Thank you for your church's gifts to the work of the Lord through Tulsa Metro Baptist Network



