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With All My Heart
by Charlie Cruce, Executive Director of 
Missions-Treasurer/Mission Specialist

Dear Pastors and Friends, 

Our 2025 Annual Celebration last Sunday evening at
South Tulsa Baptist Church was a very meaningful
and encouraging gathering. We had a huge
attendance, and we had direct blessings from Dr.
Todd Fisher, our Executive Director-Treasurer for
Oklahoma Baptists, and Senator James Lankford. 

Dr. Fisher shared his heart concerning the accident
that he suffered from last July. His perspective on
losing his right foot was a perspective that only God
can give to a man who is totally dependent on Him. 

Senator Lankford challenged us to reach across the
aisle with words of blessing, even through
disagreement, and find ways to build bridges. 
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"With All My Heart"
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He reminded us that people on the other side are our
mission field, and we can’t push them away, but we are
to find ways to build relationships that would cause
them to look to Jesus for His perspective. Senator
Lankford reminded us of the importance of not
condemning others who disagree with us, but find ways
to make connections for the gospel.

You might go to TMBN‘s Facebook page and view the

service as Susan has posted it there. I think it will bless
you if you go and view this tremendous evening.

We wish to extend a special thank you to Pastor Rick
Frie, who helped in pulling things together, and a special
thank you to Pastor Eric Costanzo, and for Worship
Pastor Michael Slaughter. Thank you to South Tulsa
Baptist Church for being so loving and supportive of this
gathering of Tulsa Metro Baptists. It was a wonderful
evening.

If you want to read a good book, I’d encourage you to
read Rhythms by Pastor Andy Addis. This book is

focused on helping us find a biblical rhythm that moves
us from surviving in ministry to thriving in ministry. Andy
pastors the Crosspoint Church, which is a rural area
multi site network of churches in Kansas.

If you want another good book to read, I would
encourage you to purchase Turnaround by Senator

James Lankford--it will be out in a few days through
Amazon. Much of what he shared this past Sunday night
is in that book. We have every right to be thankful and
proud for Senator Lankford‘s work as our representative
to Congress as a senator. He is a breath of fresh air, and
God has His hand upon this great man. 

Thank you, dear people, for being some of the finest of
God‘s people that I’ve ever had the privilege to work
with. I grew up in a pastor‘s home and have pastored
three churches and now have been with you over 21
years. You are precious, and Deb and I thank God for you.
It’s an honor and joy to serve with you. Take care--spring
is almost here and aren’t we glad. You are loved with the
love of the Lord.

Bless you in Jesus’ name, 
Charlie Cruce

Even through
disagreement, find

ways to build
bridges…
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Let’s talk about your Small Group or Sunday School
Class. How do your members participate in the lesson?
Are members encouraged to serve both in the class and
in the church? There are many factors which can, and
need to be, considered in order for the group/class
function effectively. A very important area to look at it
both in-reach and outreach. Your class needs to minister
and care for one another. That is a critical part of in-
reach. However, it your class is to grow, you must have
an outward focus. As a teacher or leader, this
responsibility falls to you. What are you doing to
encourage your members to think of family, friends,
neighbors, co-workers, who need to be invited to your
weekly Bible study? Chuck Lawless, with LifeWay, posted
an article earlier this year, 7 Ways to Turn Your Small
group in an Outward Direction, which helps address this
issue. Read it carefully and determine what you will do
to turn your members more “outward” in their thinking.

“The longer a church small group is in existence, the
more likely it is the group will have turned inwardly.
They do not move in that direction on purpose, but it
happens. The fellowship is great. The ministry needs
among the faithful attenders are many. The group feels
comfortable—and seldom do they think intentionally
about being outwardly focused. If that’s where your
small group is, here are some ways you might turn the
group outwardly:

1. As leaders, set the example. In more than 25 years of

studying churches in North America, I have never seen a
strongly evangelistic, outwardly-focused small group
without a leader (or leaders) whose heart beats in that
direction. Groups simply follow their leaders in an
inward direction. 

2. Pray Ephesians 6:18-20 and Colossians 4:2-4 for
each other. These texts show the apostle Paul’s request

that others pray for him to speak the gospel boldly and
clearly as God gave opportunity.

Continued next page

Beyond the Walls: Reaching Your
Community Through Small Group
Ministry
by Jerry Jacobs, Director of Small Groups/Sunday School/Discipleship
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If Paul needed that kind of prayer support, you and I do,

too – and getting your group members to pray

intentionally for each other this way can make a

difference.

3. Tell your gospel stories to each other. I am

continually amazed by how many people we worship
with and attend small group with but do not know how
God saved them. We hang out with them, study the Word
with them, sit with them in church, but we have never
heard their testimony. I am convinced we will tell our
testimony to more non-believers if we first share our
stories with one another—so build a brief testimony time
into your gatherings.

4. Pray for at least one unreached person by name
each time your group gathers. Think not only about the

people who are present, but give prayerful attention to
someone who is not there, likely because they do not
know Jesus. If you pray for a different person each time
you gather, your group will begin to think beyond
themselves. 

5. Plan at least two annual activities designed
particularly to invite non-believers to hang out with
your group. Plan the event with that goal in mind.

Challenge your group members to identify people they
intend to invite. When non-believers hang out with
believers in a time of fellowship and fun, outwardly-
focused relationships begin to develop–and opportunities
to share the gospel may arise.

6. Have two maps available each time you meet – one
of your city and one of the world – and pray
specifically for a part of your city and one nation of
the world. The maps themselves say, “The world around

us is bigger than we are” and “There are a lot of people to
reach.” Help group members think beyond themselves by
this outwardly-focused, map-centered praying. 

7. Be amazed by Jesus. This one may be the most

important step to take. Read the Gospels, and here is
what you will find: people who are amazed by Jesus talk
about Him. Wonder leads to proclamation. On the other
hand, we will not be outwardly focused if we have lost
our astonishment over Jesus.

     Continued next column

Beyond the Walls: Reaching Your Community Through Small Group Ministry

If you are leading a small
group but Jesus has become
so routine to you that you do
not talk about Him to non-
believers, I challenge you to
confess your heart. Ask God
to fill you with wonder again
—and then go talk about Him
as you lead others in your
group to do the same.”

When it comes to your small
group or class, be
INTENTIONAL about these

seven suggestions of focusing
in an outward direction.
When a plan becomes
intentional, it receives the
time and effort to see it come
about (accomplished). In
implementing these
suggestions, your members
will grow in their
understanding of and
commitment to reaching
others with the Good News.
Also, you will find that your
small group or class will grow
numerically as you and its
members look outward and
fulfill the Great Commission

Lead with a vision!
Proverbs 29:18



As a busy mom of three kids, the month of April tends to
make me feel like a fatigued and frayed runner huffing
uphill on her last lap in a race to the finish line. With
seemingly busier days consumed with kids’ school activities
and work, it can be stressful. Of course, to top that off, we
have the celebration of Easter this month, which requires
more extra time and attention and can sometimes end up
feeling like a challenge rather than a blessing. What we
don’t often realize is we’re fighting a battle. And it’s a battle
we rarely give much thought to—spiritual warfare. You see,
Satan doesn’t want us to thrive in this season of resurrection
celebration. In his mind, if he can keep those in ministry
frazzled, weary, and downcast, especially during Eastertime,
he has a chance of thwarting the work God has planned for
our churches, especially the redemptive work He wants to
offer those who may only come to church this one time a
year. Of course, we know who ultimately wins this battle.
Still, I want to encourage you by reminding you of an iconic
wartime phrase, “Keep Calm and Carry On.”

If you know much of history, this phrase originated during
World War II. In seeing the weariness people had at the
threat of a possible German invasion, the British government
created several slogans to try and encourage its people. One
of these was the simple phrase: “Keep calm and carry on.”
While it did offer hope during the war, it really wasn’t until
the year 2000 when a bookstore’s owners in
Northumberland discovered an old propaganda poster
proclaiming the message sitting amongst some secondhand
items set aside for auction. The owners of the bookshop,
Stuart and Mary Manley, decided to display the poster in
their shop. Needless to say, the message caught on. The
phrase attracted considerable attention in the region, and
eventually it became known by all throughout England and
even here in America too.  

People resonate with this phrase because, at its core, we
hear the anchors of biblical truth. Take the first part of the
phrase, for instance. Keep calm. While the image of Jesus in
a boat with His disciples as He rebukes the wind and the
waves probably comes to mind, these two words also echo
verses like Psalm 46:10—“Be still, and know that I am God”—
or the popular verse “Do not be anxious about anything,
but in every situation, through prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God…” (Phil 4:6). 

Continued next page

Keep Calm and Carry On
by Ginger McPherson, Director of Ministry Wives Ministry 



Lord, keep me calm
and help me carry

on through this day,
this week, and

through whatever
circumstances
come my way 

continued from page 5

Now consider the second part of the phrase. Carry on.
These words commonly evoke the image of Jesus during
the Great Commission challenging His disciples to carry
forth the gospel message, but they also remind us of verses
like these: “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at
the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up”
(Galatians 6:9) and “…I am sure of this, that he who began a
good work in you will carry it on to completion until the
day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6).

God promises no matter what comes our way, He is with us.
He also promises that He is working a harvest in us, through
us, and for us and others too. So, as you go about this
month with all you have to do, remember this phrase. “Keep
calm and carry on.” Even better, let it become your prayer.
Lord, keep me calm and help me carry on through this
day, this week, and through whatever circumstances come
my way. God wants to help us. He wants to give us the
strength we need to persevere. And as a quick reminder for
ministry wives, if you’re wanting a little more help in
keeping calm and carrying on, let me encourage you to
come to our next ministry wives gathering on April 8th at
Panera Bread (1624 E 15th St.) at 6:30p.m. You’ll find other
women who know the unique pressures of ministry life and
who want to walk alongside you through whatever you
might face. You will be among friends! 

       

Keep Calm and Carry On

https://www.facebook.com/groups/752836623234729


April Calendar

Tuesday, April 8: Come to the Table--
Ministry Wives Meeting at 6:30pm at
Panera Bread (1624 E 15th ST, Tulsa, OK
74120)

Thursday, April 10: Pastors’ Fellowship
at 11:30am at TMBN Offices // Guest: Rick
Henderson, President of South Beach
Hope Ministries // Caterer: Trails End BBQ
// RSVP Online

Thursday, April 24: TMBN Team
Meetings and A-Team Lunch: Team
Meetings at 11am // A-Team Lunch at
noon // RSVP Online

Thursday, April 24: TMBN VBS Training
at 6pm at South Tulsa Baptist Church //
Invite all your workers!

Changes? Additions? Questions?

Contact Susan Davis at
susan@tmbn.net

https://www.tmbn.net/index.php/en/page/calendar
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=tulsametrobaptistnetwork%40gmail.com&ctz=America%2FChicago
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScq8rlw8LGuWA7MZ9NoRNFsCQHZ3SIzCv5LrZL6fyZZxatmHA/viewform?usp=dialog
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeifacxXQyR-iAGnhrOot_wxqvSkYCk4fqoshzf0cJ5hgfwEA/viewform?usp=dialog
https://www.tmbn.net/index.php/en/page/calendar


Church Giving -- February & YTD 2025
Questions? Contact Susan Davis at susan@tmbn.net

Thank you for your church's gifts to the work of the Lord through Tulsa Metro Baptist Network
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