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STRATEGIES FOR BALANCING PARTICIPATION
IN GROUP DISCUSSIONS

by Jerry Jacobs, Director of Small Groups/Sunday School/Discipleship

If you have taught a small group or Sunday School class
for very long, you have most likely run across “Terry
Talker” or “Ginny Gabsalot.” If you have not met these
two, at some point you will. They are usually very kind
folks who do not have a clue concerning how much they
talk and dominate every conversation - even to the point
where others feel uncomfortable trying to speak up. | ]ERRY ]ACOBS
recently read an article by Nik Schatz. Nik is the SMALL GROUPS /
executive pastor at Hershey Free Church in Hershey, SUNDAY SCHOOL / DISCIPLESHIP
Pennsylvania. He holds a ThM from Dallas Theological
Seminary and a DMin from Gordon-Conwell Theological
Seminary. His suggestions can be very helpful to a
teacher who tries to lead a discussion in the class and
must deal with someone who is dominating that
discussion:

CONVERSATON DOMINATORS

“Many groups have at least one “over-talker.” Perhaps it is
the person who wants to give good advice but speaks
too soon and too simplistically. Or the person who takes
on the role of therapist when someone shares a struggle.
Maybe someone in your group is prone to interjecting or
talking more than listening. Here are some quick tips to
help in these situations.

Email: jerry@tmbn.net
Office: 918-743-4545
Office Desk: 918-410-9867
Cell: 918-809-7812

e Choose. Instead of asking the whole group a
question, call someone out: “Suzanne, what do you
think?” You can also start a question like this: “Let’s
go around the room and each take 60 seconds to
answer this question.”

¢ Interrupt. ‘I know I'm interrupting, but | want to hear
what Suzanne has to say."This is counter-intuitive, but
letting people know you are interrupting is more
polite than covertly cutting them off.

e Thank them. If you feel too intimidated to interrupt,
wait for a subtle pause and say, ‘I liked what you said
about . Who else has a comment?” Many over-
talkers are simply verbal processors who have a habit
of never ending a sentence.

Continued next page



Strategies for Balancing Participation in Group Discussions
continued from page 2

When they come to the end of a thought, they will
cue everyone that they are still talking—maybe by
raising their voice inflection so it doesn’t sound like
they are concluding a thought, or by adding a filler
word (“so..”) to keep the next person from jumping in.
Take advantage of those subtle pauses!

¢ Non-verbal cues. Leaning in and using your hands or
facial expressions can hint that you want to say
something. | often look around the room for someone
visibly waiting for a chance to talk, and I'll point that
way. Everyone turns to look, and the conversation
naturally shifts.

e Confront offline. This is never fun, and it must be done
gently. Nevertheless, if the whole group dynamic is
suffering, it may be necessary for you to speak with
the conversation dominator privately.

If these suggestions fail to resolve a tension in your
group, consult your pastor or whoever oversees small
groups in your congregation, who will likely be personally
acquainted with the people in your group and may have
other practical suggestions specific to your
circumstances.”

| would add that prayer accomplishes mighty things. Ask
the Lord for wisdom as you lead your group or class on
Sunday and deal with a conversation dominator. Your
intention is never to hurt or embarrass anyone and, more
than likely, the person already knows their proclivity to
overly speaking in a given situation. Gently remind them
that others would probably like a chance to respond to
the different topics or thoughts which are being
addressed. You might consider following up with them
later in the week to see if they were comfortable with the
discussion. Remind them that you do value their insight,
just as you value the insights of all class members.

Lead with a vision!
Proverbs 29:18

Your intention is
hever to hurt or
embarrass anyone,
only to guide gently




ENCOURAGEMENT FROM THE CHANGING
LEAVES

by Ginger McPherson, Director of Ministry Wives Ministry

Happy November, everyone! It's been a busy season.
Hasn’t it? And to be honest, as we look ahead to the next
couple of months, more “busy” seems to be on the way.
We've got kids' school performances, sports tournaments,

special church events, guests who might be coming in GINGER

town, trips we might need to make out of town, cooking,

cleaning, Christmas shopping, you name it. It's a lot. MGPHERSON
Therefore, | want to take a moment to encourage you

before the month gets too far underway. MINISTRY WIVES MINISTR¥
You may not realize it, but right over your head during
this time of year God has given us a wonderful, hope-
filled picture of His goodness and grace. Let me explain.
We've all watched the fall leaves change colors from that
vivid summer green to lush reds, yellows, oranges, and
browns. But have you ever wondered how the process
happens? How do the leaves actually change their colors? w
Well, what happens is the shortened daylight and cooler
temperatures begin to decrease the production of
chlorophyll within each tree. Chlorophyll, of course, is
responsible for producing the green color we see in
leaves, so when chlorophyll lessens, the leaves begin to
reveal their true color—the color that is already in them—
their own unique and beautiful God-given shades of red,
yellow, and pink. Only when chlorophyll is deficient do
we get to see these true colors emerge. Only in their lack
is their beauty fully known.

Email: ginger@tmbn.net
Office: 918-743-4545
Cell: 918-409-0052

In a similar way, when our lives get overwhelming and we
find our time and energy diminishing like the chlorophyll
in the fall leaves, it's a good time to also remember one
thing. What we are feeling may not be all that there is. In
fact, in these seasons we may feel like we are depleted
and lacking, but God is also providing an opportunity to
reveal Himself in greater ways through us. We may feel
worn out, but His presence within us will shine through.
His strength within us can prove stronger. His grace can
flow further. His hope can rise higher. And His glory that
exists within each and every believer can appear as vividly
as the fall leaves do on a sun-bathed afternoon.

Continued next page



Encouragement from the Changing Leaves
continued from page 4

We just have to remember that God is still working in
and through us even when life is hard. He is still present.
He is still faithful. His beauty (and ours) still remains and
sustains.

So often, especially as women in ministry, we think we
have to hold it all together. We think everything depends “
on us and our abilities alone. We know God is with us,
but we tend to forget the reality of that truth. We know We may feel worn
God is in control, but we still feel stress and the pressure .

: : out, but His
to make things happen on our own. When we can give
Him control, however, and surrender our plans to Him, presence within us
we get to experience His grace working through us. We

) : : will shine through.
get to live out in a tangible way what John 4:4 tells us: “..

greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world” His strength within
(KIV). us can prove
It certainly isn't easy managing the many roles we play as stronger. His grace
ministry wives and doing all we have to do. Still, | pray, as can flow further.

you look at the fall leaves this year, remember God is in
you, and God is for you. His grace will see us through.
And if you need prayer for anything at all, don’t hesitate higher.
to reach out to me. You can also find me, along with

many other like-minded ministry wives, on our private

Facebook page (TMBN Ministry Wives). And you can

also join us at our next monthly gathering on November

12th at 6:30p.m. at Panera Bread (1624 E 15th St., Tulsa).

We'd love to fellowship with you!

His hope can rise

Tlsa e Baps et
Ministry Wives

Ywre Jruifed!

TMBN Ministry Wives

& Private group - 93 members



https://www.facebook.com/groups/752836623234729
https://www.facebook.com/groups/tmbnministrywives

NOVEMBER CALENDAR
Changes? Additions? Questions?
Contact Susan Davis at
susan@tmbn.net

* Tuesday, November 12: Come to the
Table--Ministry Wives Meeting at
6:30pm at Panera Bread (1624 E 15th ST,
Tulsa, OK 74120)

* Thursday, November 14: Pastors’
Fellowship at 11:30am at TMBN // RSVP
Online

¢ Thursday, November 21: TMBN Team
Meetings and A-Team Lunch: Team
Meetings at 11lam / A-Team Lunch at noon
/ Guest Speaker: Trey Shaw, Missionary //
RSVP Online

TMBN All Church Staff
Christmas Luncheon

A

December s @ 11:30am

~. _‘ -y



https://www.tmbn.net/index.php/en/page/calendar
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=tulsametrobaptistnetwork%40gmail.com&ctz=America%2FChicago
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdGp9-_AO98_NEeyz7bPVJAX1mUUMc0Fgl4WG-0-evxIZLPPg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScktIkCMyN0n5fpfsMMQYX-noGXyBHdsX3LvP430kMOgKWW6g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScktIkCMyN0n5fpfsMMQYX-noGXyBHdsX3LvP430kMOgKWW6g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScsyeuV7Bns6ZI2nkj3_RBd41AXN9ng0u5vIAFRZ3RwLDmxGQ/viewform
https://www.tmbn.net/index.php/en/page/calendar

CHURCH GIVING -- SEPTEMBER & YTD 2024

Questions? Contact Susan Davis at susan@tmbn.net

Bixby, Bixby Church...oooooiiiiiiiiiin, LLIAL U | X 01
Bixby, Broken Rice Church.......oi 0.00 ... 1,500.00
Bixby, Crossroads ... LLI Y1 .00
Bixby, EVErZreen oo 160667 . 15,000.03
Bixbry, First....o 000 0.00
Bixhy, New Beginming ..o, 1,250.000 .. 11,250.00
Bixby, RIVENiew . ..o 19980 ... 1,672.17
Broken Arrow, Agape Chinese........oooene 00000 400,00
Broken Arrow, Anthem Church,...oieveneeenreeennn 000 ... 1,845.00
Broken Arrow, Areow Heights ..o 00000 L 1,336.00
Broken Arrow, Aspen Park. .. S00000 45000
Broken Arrow, BattleCreek Church ., 000 . 0000
Broken Arrow, Clearview Baptist Church.......... 100,00 . 1000.00
Broken Arrow, County Time.....ooonn. LLIAL L | X 01
Broken Arrow, Deaf Church at Battle Creek............ 000 0.00
Broken Arrow, Emmanuel Zo . 255000 220600
Broken Arrow, First.....onmnnnn, BT.50 L. T00.00
Broken Arrow, Forest Ridge.. ... 140200 111568
Broken Arrow, Gloryland Baptist Church ... 93.00 ... B56.00
Broken Arrow, Korean Church of Tulsa....... 000 . 0000
Broken Arrow, Mew Life Baptist............. 20800 1,664.00
Broken Arrow, Sequovah Creek .. 241.00 ... 2,249.00
Broken Arrow, South BA Baptist.....n.. 241.68 . 1,889.40
Broken Arrow, Sunmyside ..o 000 L HBAS2
Broken Arrow, Tulsa Vietnamese o, [50.00 ... 1,500.00
Claremore, King Road Baptist Church........... 000 _....0.00
Collingville, Eastside ..o 95.06 ... TOR.35
Collinsville, FIrst oo 61238 ... 5,567.49
Collinsville, Meadowview ..o 0000 000
Coweta, CoOmmUumiby ... 000 L 0000
Coweta, CrossPoint Baptist Church. ... 2,152.56 ... 8937.05
Coweta, Jackson Grove Baptist Church. ... LLI Y1 .00
Euro Missions. ..., 000 . 0000
Glenpool, First..., 0.00 ...3,452.39
Glenpool, Solid Rock .o 000 0,00
Inola, THmIY . 000 0.00
Jenks, Beaver SIeel. ... eninn e S005 50754

JEnKS, FIFS..oeeerssirseseeersseessssersssermssssssssssemssmnesns 5.210.84

..55.760.07

Jenks, Southside .o 62.95 ... 55761
Keifer, Relentless Church.........ocoon 000 0.00
Leonard, FIFSL ..o scses s 000 (.00
Mannford, First o, I58.86 ... 143793
Mannford, New Hope....e, 37204 484703
Mounds, Liberty Baptist Chapel............cooorerrrvne, 191.64 .. 1,0574]
Muskogee, New Community Church........... 000 (.00
Owasso, Bethel Baptist Church...... 52500 . 1,575.00
Orwasso, Central Baptist Church. oo 1,217.00 L R971.17
Owasso, Cowboy Up Cowboy Church..........000 .. 000
Orwasso, Dalton Fll e 13741 ... 98236
Orweiassn, First e, 2,959.64 . 23,274.96
Onwasso, Freedom ... 100U00 1, 000.00
Orwasso, LAMEB House Church.nnn, 0.00 ...44.36
Owasso, The Refuge o, 23784 .. 1,404.35
Sand Springs, Angus ACres. e 0000 250000
Sand Springs, Broadway ..., 000 .. 0000
Sand Springs, Calvary Baptist Church . 21936 Be7.79
Sand Springs, Chureh That Matters...........cco.oee. 20288 .. 1,967.62
Sand Springs, Hillspring Church .., 250,000 .., 2,250.00
Sand Springs, Keystone Hills ... 0000 000

Sand Springs, Limestone ..., 21941 ... 192233
Sand Springs, Mew Covenant Baptist Church........... 000 (.00
Sand Springs, The Father's House ... 00000 0000
Sand Springs, Trnily.....oo s 000 ... 0,00
Sapulpa, Calvary Baptist ... 00000 0000
Sapulpa, Church Inside Qul ..o o0 L 1,954.53
Sapulpa, Coalition Church e 000 ... 0,00
Sapulpa, Faith ... ... 612201 L4 BYE 4R
Sapulpa, FIrst s 000 .. 0000
Sapulpa, Foundation Church ... 000 (.00
Sapulpa, Native Stone Baptist Church ..o 000 .. 498521
Sapulpa, South Hedghts i, 000 .. 0000
Sapulpa, The Way Church......cnnn 50000 400,00
Skiatook, Tmmanuel ... rsrreessressseenes S U000 450000
Skiatook, Lakeview Southern......... 207439 .. 60,623.24
Skiatook, Riveted Church.....oon 00000 L 2,680093
SPEITY, FIMSLo e er e e een e 115.05 ... H29.43

Thank you for your church's gifts to the work of the Lord through Tulsa Metro Baptist Network



CHURCH GIVING -- SEPTEMBER & YTD 2024

Questions? Contact Susan Davis at susan@tmbn.net

Tulsa, Belview Baptist Church.....oooovvivviiiinne 6182 ......499.46
Tulsa, Berryhill Baptist Church....... 000 ... 82321
Tulsa, Braden Park Baptist Church.........ccooooovivieennn. LLI VL1 665,00
Tulsa, Brookside Baptist Church ..o, 000 0000
Tulsa, Canyon Road Baptist Church.......... 20555 .2.351.00
Tulsa, Centro Cristiano Eben-EZer .....ccovvvviveeniiennn 000 .00
Tulsa, Church Inside Out i@ Red Fork ... 26470 ....2,442 58
Tulsa, Cognizant Chureh .o 0000 000
Tulsa, Concord Community Church ... 000 . 0,00
Tulsa, Easton Heights ... 260012 185244
Tulsa, FEastwWorkl ..oovveeeerieersiereisrerssssenmsssersssssnmsssens 206,86 .. 307728
Tulsa, FIrst. e 3,365.78 ..25,561.49
Tulsa, First Bowden. ... 0000 000
Tulsa, First Korean ..., 000 . 0000
Tulsa, First Slavic ..., 000 0.00
Tulsa, Garden CHy...ooooei e GO0 000
Tulsa, Gamett Boad ... 125000 ... 950,00

Tulsa, Gilerease Hills ..o 000

I

Tulsa, Good News Church....oveves e e 0.00 ... .00
Tulsa, Greater Mount Rose Baptist Church.............. LI 01 S0.00
Tulsa, Greater New Grove Baptist..........oce 0200 S0.00
Tulsa, Harbor of Grace ..o 125000 ... 1,250.00
Tulsa, Harvard Avenue......co. 000 0.00
Tulsa, Hispanic Agape......oovomnneen e GO0 000
Tulsa, Hope Fellowship Church .o, 0.00 ... 0000
Tulsa, Iglesia Bautista El Camino ... 5000 ... 450,00
Tulsa, Iglesia Bautista Emmanuel ..o 000 .. 25257
Tulsa, Tglesia Evangelica ..o 0.00 ... 0000
Tulsa, Indian Fellowship oo 0000 000
Tulsa, International...oeen ., 0.00 0000
Tulsa, Living Hope o, 0.00 ... 120.41
Tulsa, Living Water Baptist Church ... 000 .00
Tulsa, Marshallese Church i, 0.00 ... 9500
Tulsa, Memorial ..., 000 ... S500.00
Tulsa, MEFCYVIEW oo s emsrs 000 .00
Tulsa, Micronesia Chuukese Church-Living Hope... 0.00 ... Q8.00

Tulsa, Myanmar Zomi Baptist Chureh .o 00000 0

Tulsa, New Hope CoOmmumity ... 000 . 0.00
Tulsa, New Joy Fellowship ..., 2500 ... 225.00
Tulsa, Nogales AVENUE ..o e 0.oo 240.00
Tulsa, OakridEe oo 000 . 0.00
Tulsa, Oklahoma Hmong Baptist ... 000 10000
Tulsa, Olivet Baptist Church ..o 1,390.03 . 11,811.99
Tulsa, Owen Park ..o, 000 (.00
Tulsa, Palabras de Vida.........ooooie 0000 L 0LO0
Tulsa, ParkvieW . .overeriesiiersrrimmsrsesssrsmssrsennssrnnns 450010 ... 4,182.12
Tulsa, Peniel Baptist Church ..o 0000 L0000
Tulza, Primera [glesia Bautisia. . ....ooooveenenieennnne 0o (.00
Tulsa, Ranch ACTes o, 165.000 ... 1,650.00
Tulsa, Ridge Crest. ..o 13048 01,1954
Tulsa, Rose of Sharon ..., 000, 0U00
Tulsa, Sequoyah Hills .o, oo B00.00
Tulsa, Skelly Drive...ooooiciee  1B2.76 0 1L907.60
Tulsa, Sojourn Church. ..., 000 L 0000
Tulsa, Sowth Tulsa.......o.oi 33333 200097
Tulsa, Sowthern Hills ..o THTRY LT 0R04T
Tulsa, Southwood... e, 20833 . 1,874.97
Tulsa, Springdale ... D00 175.00
Tulsa, Springs of Grace Bible Church ... 0.00 ... 0.00
Tulsa, TIMIEY o 53180 . 3.206.01
Tulsa, Tulsa Baptist Church .o 2000000 200000
Tulsa, Tulsa Hills Baptist Church o 0.00 ... 0.00
Tulsa, Tulsa International ..................oooonroen 0000 100,00
Tulsa, Tulsa ZOMI Baptist Church ..o oo 19095
Tulsa, Turn Church e, 0.00 ... 0.00
Tulsa, View ACTes ..o, V814D 225407
Tulsa, Winnetka Hetghts ..o, 000 . 0000
Tulsa, Woodland Acres ..o, 23331 .. 265639
Tulsa, ZBOM 0f TUISA oo e 000 s 0.0
Tulsa, Zion Community Church. e, 105,00 .., 1,124.00
Turley, FIrsto e 000 .00

TOTAL

Sept $33,454.72 ..oununne. YTD $283,752.36

Thank you for your church's gifts to the work of the Lord through Tulsa Metro Baptist Network



