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With All My Heart
by Charlie Cruce, Executive Director of 
Missions-Treasurer/Mission Specialist

Reflecting on these 20 years . . .

Last Thursday in TMBN was a day that Debbie and I
will never forget. You celebrated with us 20 years of
serving this great fellowship of churches as your
executive director. What a special time it was for Deb
and I!

I remember driving up from Arlington on the Sunday
afternoon of March 28, 2004. I had stopped that
morning to worship with Parkside Church in Denison,
Texas. I was by myself as Deb and Chet were
completing their school year in Texas. When I crossed
the Red River, I pulled over into a gravel lot on the
Oklahoma side of the river. I looked back over the
Red River into Texas and thanked God for the
wonderful memories of serving Him in the Lone Star
State ever since coming to Texas to attend Baylor
University as a junior college transfer.
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"With All My Heart"
continued from page 1

I wept like a baby as I looked back and recounted the
warm memories of following God and serving Him in
the great state of Texas, but then I quickly turned my
head north to face the great state of Oklahoma and
God put a smile on my face and a song in my heart as I
knew this was God’s plan for me and my family--to
serve our fellowship of churches over the next two
decades and what a privilege that has been!

Dear people, I want to thank you for this incredible
honor of journeying with you these 20 years--thank you
for overlooking my faults which are many and affirming
my strengths which are so few! That first week there
was a tornado on the ground every night in Tulsa so I
knew I was in the great state of Oklahoma--no question
about it! 

I am deeply grateful to our amazing leaders: Jordan
Stowe, Rob Dunning, Jim Stratton, Chad Balthrop, and
Rick Frie; also to our talented staff: Jerry Jacobs, Mike
Lehew, Ginger McPherson, Susan Davis, and volunteer
staff: Chip and Cathleen Bendel! Together they all made
this happen! 

A special thank you to all of
you for every card, every letter,
and every expression of love
that so many of you
generously shared with us! I
so appreciated of the video of
Pastor Kevin Stewart, now
serving in Louisiana and who
led the Search Team in those
days so effectively that invited
us to come! We love all of you
and are incredibly grateful for
all you! What a privilege and
honor to serve with all of you
in the great state of
Oklahoma and the beautiful
city of Tulsa!

WE LOVE YOU WITH THE
LOVE OF THE LORD!
Charlie and Debbie Cruce



In the April issue of our TMBN’s monthly newsletter, I
referred to the first five principles which Skylar Spradlin, of
Lifeway, had laid out for teaching adults the Bible. These
principles, as he stated, apply to both pastors and teachers.
The first five principles, were:

 Center the text on Christ1.
 Stick to the point of the passage2.
 Identify the purpose of the passage3.
 Answer anticipated questions  4.
Understand the difficult portions5.

This month, we will consider the last seven principles of “13
Principles for Teaching the Bible.” Spradlin introduced this
list by saying, “As they seek to improve at teaching the
Bible, every pastor and teacher should consider these
principles with every text they teach.
Teaching the Bible is a great privilege that comes with
tremendous responsibility. Not only does a teacher of the
Bible form people’s spiritual health, but they also establish
much of an individual’s understanding about the person,
nature, and work of God. Therefore, pastors and teachers of
the Bible should constantly evaluate their teaching and
strive to grow in their capabilities. No pastor has arrived
at a state of perfection in their teaching. It is wise and
good for one to continue to grow in their ability to
communicate God’s Word.

6. Adorn the passage with beauty
How can I present this text in a compelling and attractive
way? A teacher should not embellish the truth or distract
from Scripture with charisma or drama. Neither should a
teacher make Scripture sound boring with unengaged,
passionless teaching. Strive to let the glories of the
Scriptures shine forth through compelling teaching. Adorn
the passage, do not cover it up with unengaging talk.

7. Highlight the logical flow of the text
Will others be able to clearly see the logical flow of the
text? Will they see faithfulness and accuracy to the passage
in my teaching? Part of being a faithful teacher is not just
telling listeners the truth but also showing them the truth.
A teacher shows the truth by directing the audience’s eyes
to Scripture and exposing the line of thought and
reasoning from the author.

Continued next page

Principles for Teaching the Bible--
Part 2
by Jerry Jacobs, Director of Small Groups/Sunday School/Discipleship
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Teachers must show how a text goes together, how it is
interconnected, what its main themes are, where it is
taking them, and what its point is. Remember, the Bible
was written by inspired people. It has a cognitive and
logical flow to it. Teachers should show their listeners what
that flow is.

8. Strive for the main goal
Will people walk away with a greater understanding of the
passage and a greater devotion, appreciation, and
adoration of God? People should not walk away saying
they got nothing out of the teaching. They should also not
walk away only thinking about how great the teacher was.
Rather, good teachers help listeners walk away with a
greater understanding of Scripture and a greater
understanding of God.

9. Explicitly show the gospel
How can I share the gospel from this passage? Will I call
unbelievers to faith through this text without merely
adding a gospel presentation to the end? Will I encourage
Christians with the gospel in this text? Am I assuming
others will see the gospel here?  The gospel must always
be shared.

Christians are Great Commission people left on earth to
advance the gospel. Furthermore, God’s people need
regular reminders of the glories of the gospel. God set the
whole Bible in His grand plan of redemption. Make sure
you are showing how any given text leads to the gospel.

10. Make your teaching timeless
The Scriptures are timeless. They reach every generation
and age. Our teaching, if based on the timeless nature of
the Bible, should also be timeless. Yes, modern illustrations
are helpful. But, the issues of the gospel and human nature
are not isolated to our culture, context, etc. Making our
teaching timeless will help us to reach a broader set of
listeners without losing them in cultural or generational
illustrations.

11. Be helpful
Am I going to be helpful in my teaching? Am I connecting
with people from all sorts of backgrounds? Is my
application helpful, clear, and realistic? Many teachers can
convey a set of facts and a system of knowledge. Few
teachers are good enough to make those facts helpful. 

Continued next column

This is what God’s people need.
More than merely storing up
knowledge, God’s people need
assistance in applying that
knowledge in a clear, helpful,
and realistic way. This is the
teacher’s job.

12. Avoid speculation in the
text
Speculation is the fast road to
error. Furthermore, it is entirely
unhelpful. People need the
clear truth of the Bible and not
the teacher’s speculated
scenarios. At best, speculation
distracts instead of builds up (1
Timothy 6:20; 2 Timothy 2:16;
Titus 3:9). 

13. Promote spiritual growth
Am I helping people grow
spiritually? Are they being
ushered to Christlikeness? The
teacher’s goal is to help
disciple people into spiritual
maturity (Colossians 1:28). It is
the teacher’s task to help
people understand Scripture
and grow into the likeness of
Christ.  Keeping this in mind
will help you avoid unhelpful,
foolish moments.

As we prepare lessons each
Sunday to teach adults, we
would be wise to review this
list of teaching principles. In
doing so, we will be much
more effective teachers and
communicators of God’s Word!

Lead with a vision!
Email:  jerry@tmbn.net
Office:  918-743-4545
Cell:  918-809-7812

“Principles for Teaching the Bible--Part 2”



This month, we introduce Scott Carlson who serves as the
Church Planting Team Leader and also as Pastor of The
Refuge in Owasso. Hear Scott’s heart for our next steps with
our Church Planting team and how you can get involved.

I grew up in Hobart, Oklahoma, where I received my call to
be a Pastor. I met my wife in West Palm Beach, Florida,
where we were married in July of 1985. Then, we went to
Seminary and shortly afterwards started my full-time
ministry. I had pastored established churches for 30 years
before starting The Refuge Owasso. We officially launched
The Refuge Owasso on March 1, 2020. Yes--does that date
sound familiar? It was three weeks later that we were shut
down. It’s been a ride.

What are your goals as you lead the church planting
team?
I desire to be an encouragement to church planters and
new churches. I also desire to link existing churches to
current church plants to bring a partnership throughout our
network. I also desire to increase our funds so we can help
more than four new churches at a time. 

What are some ways churches could get involved in
praying and supporting one of our church plants?
Contact me. I would love to talk to you. There are so many
ways you can get involved. It’s not always just about the
money. Here is my cell and email:  918-408-8154   
scott.therefuge@gmail.com

One desire you have is to engage and encourage former
church planters to come and join the efforts of church
planting and encouraging church planters. Share your
heart on this.
In my opinion, this is a priority. Before I ever planted a
church, I had pastored established churches for 30 years.
Even though I was friendly with church planters, I honestly
didn’t have a clue how to help them other than money and
my prayers. And, don’t get me wrong, money and prayers go
a long way, but it doesn’t go far enough. Church planters
are in great need of help from those who have church
planting experience. 

Continued next page

Meet Scott Carlton, Team Leader of
the Church Planting Team
by Mike Lehew, Director of Partnerships/New Work
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This is why I am strongly encouraging any former church
planter to be involved with our church planting team that
meets monthly at the network building. But, I am also
hoping to surround every current church planter with a
mentoring team from our network. This should
strengthen what NAMB is doing. Plus, some of our church
planters are not being funded from NAMB. We have a
golden opportunity here.

Can you share about the gift that was given to the
church planting team and the matching opportunity?
Recently, Freedom Church in Owasso donated over
$25,000 to the Network, designated to church planting.
Since Freedom Church was a church plant in 1994, they
still have it in their DNA to start more new churches. They
have given this gift with the idea that the rest of the
Network match this so we can start more new churches.
This gift couldn’t have come at a better time. Currently,
the network is funding four church plants with two more
in the pipeline. It will be a couple of more years before the
two churches in the pipeline will even qualify for funding
from the Network. If we can match the $25,000 dollars we
receive from them, the new church plants could get on
board immediately. I personally know these two church
planters, and they are for real. Both have already been
assessed by the Send Network (NAMB) and are doing
great things. I am thankful that our Network prioritizes
church planting, but we could do much more if we come
together. Whether churches give a small gift or a larger
gift, we can match the gift from Freedom and do God
sized things. We are stronger together.

Final thoughts from a 61 year old church planting
pastor…
I blinked my eyes and turned 61 last year. I will blink my
eyes again and appear before my Savior. 

Continued next column

But I will also be bringing
people with me to the
kingdom because the Network
came beside me 5 years ago
and supported me financially,
emotionally, spiritually, and
physically. People like Jen, Joe,
Sherri, Stephen, Nathan, Kara,
Emma, Emily, and so many
more. These are real names
who have been saved by the
blood of Jesus and rescued by
The Refuge Owasso. They are
not any more special to God
than people your church has
reached, but they were not my
family before The Refuge.

Would you pray for Scott and
our Church Planting Team as
we come alongside Church
Planters? Consider how you can
be a part of what God is doing
in our network!

“Meet Scott Carlton, Team Leader of the Church Planting Team”

Join our TMBN
Church Planting Facebook Group

We are a partnership of established churches and new church plants
working together to spread the gospel here, there, and everywhere! On
this Facebook group page we will list needs, leave prayer requests, pray

over each other, offer encouragement, supply needs, and spur one
another on in the faith and work of our Lord Jesus Christ.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/371347825669517/
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May is for the mothers. That’s what people often say. And
it’s no wonder since the celebration of Mother’s Day comes
this month in just a couple of weeks. Mothers, after all,
exude kindness and empathy. They are generous and
intentional. They serve and sacrifice and care for their
children, no matter how young or old. Even more, it’s a hard
and thankless job, which is why, in 1914 Woodrow Wilson
declared Mother’s Day a national holiday. Now, in almost
every country around the world, a designated day exists to
honor women who are mothers. 

For those of us in ministry, however, Mother’s Day can bring
many hardships with it. For example, this day gives rise to
complex emotions within church members (and perhaps
within us too). There are those who have lost their mothers
or who aren’t mothers. There are those who have
complicated relationships with mothers, mother-in-laws,
and mother-figures. There are even those who feel
overwhelmed because honoring their mother on this day
brings with it unwanted conflict or inevitable trouble and
pain. Honestly, as ministers and ministry wives, we see the
entire spectrum of human emotion on this day, which
makes it hard to know what to say, what to do, or how to
meet spiritual needs. With that said, as a mother and a
ministry wife myself, I wanted to offer a challenge in how we
might approach this day.

For the pastors: First of all, let me challenge you as church
leaders, please don’t ignore Mother’s Day (and Father’s Day,
for that matter, too). Many churches, in light of all the
emotion that Mother’s Day brings, choose to simply
disregard the holiday altogether. Services are held as usual,
with little or no acknowledgement of mothers. Other church
congregations choose to recognize all women, which can be
a passable compromise. After all, calling women, young and
old, to see the ways they have served like mothers, honors
mothers too. What matters most on this day, however, is
that we are honest about its reality. Such authenticity paves
the way for God’s presence to minister to those who need
Him most. Ignoring Mother’s Day, on the other hand, stifles
the Holy Spirit’s work and leaves women without honor and
without an avenue for emotional healing too.

Continued next page

As a Mother and Ministry Wife, 
Here’s My Challenge for Pastors and
Their Wives on Mother’s Day
by Ginger McPherson, Director of Ministry Wives Ministry 
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For my fellow ministry wives: I know this day is hard. I

get it. It’s hard for me too. In fact, this day out of all the
days of the year I want to come to church and simply
celebrate with my family. I want a day off from “flying
solo.” I want that unrushed family picture taken against
the happy floral backdrop in the church lobby. I want to
skip all the hidden sacrifices that ministry life brings, for
just this one day. Nevertheless, I’ve learned when I’m
willing to offer myself to God and to be faithful in the
calling He’s given me, God does provide honor and joy for
me too. Whether I’m lending that listening ear, praying for
a woman struggling, or teaching preschoolers during the
service so that other moms can have a break (which I’ve
done for the last five Mother’s Days), God sees the
sacrifices I make and yours too. He knows. He cares. And
He will reward us with a satisfying harvest, as Galatians 6:9
declares. Therefore, let’s not “become weary in doing
good.” 

Mother’s Day may not be the easiest for ministry families.
Ministry, after all, mirrors mothering (and fathering) in
certain ways. Still, God wants to use this day to draw many
to Himself. So, let’s join Him in the work He’s doing. And
when it’s hard, let’s bring our own honest feelings and
needs to Him as well.   

By the way, if you’re looking for connection with those
who understand the struggles you face, I want to invite
you to join us for our last Come to the Table ministry
wives’ gathering of this school year on May 7th at Panera
Bread (1624 E 15th St.) at 6:30p.m. We’d love to have you.

Tune in to our TMBN Ministry Wives Facebook group, as

well, so that you can be “in the know” on upcoming
summer and fall gathering opportunities. And finally, if
you need prayer for anything at all, don’t hesitate to reach
out to me. I’d be honored to come alongside you and
support you any way I can.
  

Mother's Day may
stir complex

emotions, but
honesty and

recognition can
pave paths to

healing

“As a Mother and Ministry Wife, 
Here’s My Challenge for Pastors and Their Wives on Mother’s Day” 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/tmbnministrywives


May Calendar

Monday, May 6: Monthly Prayer
Breakfast at 9am at the TMBN Offices

Tuesday, May 7: Come to the Table-
-Ministry Wives Meeting at 6:30pm
at Panera Bread (1624 E 15th ST, Tulsa,
OK 74120)

Thursday, May 30: TMBN Team
Meetings and A-Team Lunch: Team
Meetings at 11am / A-Team Lunch at
noon / Guest Speaker: Phil Martin,
Child Evangelism Fellowship // RSVP
Online

Changes? Additions? Questions?

Contact Susan Davis at
susan@tmbn.net

https://www.tmbn.net/index.php/en/page/calendar
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=tulsametrobaptistnetwork%40gmail.com&ctz=America%2FChicago
https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vTHvbYdmsOEYcwqp6qhkdqUI6MhHvAxbSwv9F0iTfptCBQo2c5cY4n_iAaYoN0UGjAmAktcVY39d-K3/pub
https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vTHvbYdmsOEYcwqp6qhkdqUI6MhHvAxbSwv9F0iTfptCBQo2c5cY4n_iAaYoN0UGjAmAktcVY39d-K3/pub
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf7Y7XT5sn2_ZChfEZPnhfyIX_4NXyLQMtUX9hnboXDyDi4aw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf7Y7XT5sn2_ZChfEZPnhfyIX_4NXyLQMtUX9hnboXDyDi4aw/viewform
https://www.tmbn.net/index.php/en/page/calendar


Bixby, Bixby Church 0.00 0.00

Bixby, Broken Rice 0.00 0.00

Bixby, Broken Rice Church 0.00 1,500.00

Bixby, Crossroads 0.00 0.00

Bixby, Evergreen 1,666.67 5,000.01

Bixby, First 0.00 0.00

Bixby, New Beginning 1,250.00 2,500.00

Bixby, Riverview 216.72 550.22

Broken Arrow, Agape Chinese 400.00 400.00

Broken Arrow, Anthem Church 225.00 675.00

Broken Arrow, Arrow Heights 167.00 501.00

Broken Arrow, Aspen Park 100.00 150.00

Broken Arrow, BattleCreek Church 0.00 0.00

Broken Arrow, Clearview Baptist Church 200.00 400.00

Broken Arrow, County Line 0.00 0.00

Broken Arrow, Deaf Church at Battle Creek 0.00 0.00

Broken Arrow, Emmanuel Zo 390.00 1,066.00

Broken Arrow, First 87.50 175.00

Broken Arrow, Forest Ridge 163.11 385.25

Broken Arrow, Gloryland Baptist Church 100.00 170.00

Broken Arrow, Korean Church of Tulsa 0.00 0.00

Broken Arrow, New Life Baptist 208.00 416.00

Broken Arrow, Sequoyah Creek 492.00 779.00

Broken Arrow, South BA Baptist 253.54 647.32

Broken Arrow, Sunnyside 172.66 172.66

Broken Arrow, Tulsa Vietnamese 150.00 450.00

Claremore, King Road Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Collinsville, Eastside 104.69 246.32

Collinsville, First 665.88 1,878.57

Collinsville, Meadowview 0.00 0.00

Coweta, Community 0.00 0.00

Coweta, CrossPoint Baptist Church 0.00 2,764.30

Coweta, Jackson Grove Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Glenpool, First 350.04 768.12

Glenpool, Solid Rock 0.00 0.00

Inola, Trinity 0.00 0.00

Jenks, Beaver Street 43.51 269.88

Jenks, First 5,886.01 25,012.87

Jenks, Southside 119.15 119.15

Leonard, First, 0.00 0.00

Mannford, First 219.67 480.35

Mannford, New Hope 881.80 1,701.32

Mounds, Liberty Baptist Chapel 0.00 464.58

Muskogee, New Community Church 0.00 0.00

Owasso, Bethel Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Owasso, Central Baptist Church 1,144.20 2,821.87

Owasso, Cowboy Up Cowboy Church 0.00 0.00

Owasso, Dalton Hill 143.65 335.11

Owasso, First 2,850.51 7,612.99

Owasso, Freedom 200.00 400.00

Owasso, LAMB House Church 0.00 0.00

Owasso, The Refuge 107.59 458.51

Sand Springs, Angus Acres 0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, Broadway 0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, Calvary Baptist Church 124.10 297.16

Sand Springs, Church That Matters 205.18 414.42

Sand Springs, Hillspring Church 500.00 750.00

Sand Springs, Keystone Hills 0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, Limestone 0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, New Beginning 0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, New Covenant Baptist
Church

0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, Rimrock 0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, The Father's House 0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, Trinity 0.00 0.00

Sapulpa, Calvary Baptist 0.00 0.00

Sapulpa, Church Inside Out 0.00 624.75

Sapulpa, Coalition Church 0.00 0.00

Sapulpa, Faith 492.82 908.66

Sapulpa, First 0.00 0.00

Sapulpa, Foundation Church 0.00 0.00

Sapulpa, Native Stone Baptist Church 0.00 4,985.21

Sapulpa, South Heights 0.00 0.00

Sapulpa, The Way Church 50.00 150.00

Skiatook, Immanuel 50.00 150.00

Skiatook, Lakeview Southern 0.00 1,785.45

Skiatook, Riveted Church 0.00 0.00

Church Giving -- March & YTD 2024
Questions? Contact Susan Davis at susan@tmbn.net

Thank you for your church's gifts to the work of the Lord through Tulsa Metro Baptist Network



Church Giving -- March & YTD 2024
Questions? Contact Susan Davis at susan@tmbn.net
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Sperry, First 87.70 235.13

Tulsa, Belview Baptist Church 52.63 160.31

Tulsa, Berryhill Baptist Church 57.44 164.61

Tulsa, Braden Park Baptist Church 0.00 665.00

Tulsa, Brookside Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Canyon Road Baptist Church 466.18 842.97

Tulsa, Centro Cristiano Eben-Ezer 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Church Inside Out @ Red Fork 0.00 624.75

Tulsa, Cognizant Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Concord Community Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Easton Heights 0.00 376.42

Tulsa, Eastwood 562.22 973.04

Tulsa, First 4,012.72 9,457.91

Tulsa, First Bowden 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, First Korean 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, First Slavic 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Garden City 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Garnett Road 100.00 300.00

Tulsa, Gilcrease Hills 0.00 50.00

Tulsa, Good News Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Greater Mount Rose Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Harbor of Grace 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Harvard Avenue 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Hispanic Agape 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Hope Fellowship Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Iglesia Bautista El Camino 50.00 100.00

Tulsa, Iglesia Bautista Emmanuel 0.00 252.57

Tulsa, Iglesia Evangelica 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Indian Fellowship 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, International 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Living Hope 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Living Water Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Marshallese Church 41.00 41.00

Tulsa, Memorial 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Mercyview 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Micronesia Chuukese Church-Living
Hope

46.00 46.00

Tulsa, Myanmar Zomi Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, New Hope Community 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, New Joy Fellowship 25.00 75.00

Tulsa, Nogales Avenue 60.00 90.00

Tulsa, Oakridge 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Oklahoma Hmong Baptist 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Olivet Baptist Church 1,625.44 4,161.68

Tulsa, Owen Park 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Palabras de Vida 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Parkview 332.23 716.37

Tulsa, Peniel Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Primera Iglesia Bautista 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Ranch Acres 330.00 660.00

Tulsa, Ridge Crest 286.52 409.12

Tulsa, Rose of Sharon 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Sequoyah Hills 200.00 200.00

Tulsa, Skelly Drive 222.93 794.74

Tulsa, Sojourn Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, South Tulsa 666.66 999.99

Tulsa, Southern Hills 797.83 2,393.49

Tulsa, Southwood 208.33 624.99

Tulsa, Springdale 0.00 50.00

Tulsa, Springs of Grace Bible Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Trinity 709.80 920.53

Tulsa, Tulsa Hills Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Tulsa International 100.00 100.00

Tulsa, Tulsa ZOMI Baptist Church 0.00 190.95

Tulsa, Turn Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, View Acres 247.88 519.21

Tulsa, Winnetka Heights 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Woodland Acres 362.74 1,039.01

Tulsa, ZBCM of Tulsa 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Zion Community Church 281.00 281.00

Turley, First 0.00 0.00

TOTAL $32,313.25 $99,852.84


