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With All My Heart
by Charlie Cruce, Executive Director of 
Missions-Treasurer/Mission Specialist

Do you ever finds yourself wanting to talk to
someone--someone you could really talk to? Someone
that you could trust! God created all to us for those
kinds of relationships and He designed all of us this
way on purpose! 

Godly friendships are woven throughout the Bible.
There is Elijah and Elisha, David and Jonathan, Ruth
and Naomi, Paul and Silas. Then, there is Jesus and
His inner circle of Peter, James and John. How could
we leave those guys out? 

If we are honest with ourselves, many of us as paid
“Holy Men” tend to leave out this form of intimacy and
we justify with all kinds of “legitimate” excuses.  That
is why in a recent survey of local church pastors,
70% of pastors in this survey could not name one
close friend. 
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"With All My Heart"
continued from page 1

Let me shoot straight with you: the Bible has much to
say about the value of deep meaningful relationships.
Solomon nailed it in the book of Proverbs: 

A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for
adversity. (Proverbs 17:17)

There is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.
(Proverbs 18: 24)

Wounds from a friend can be trusted but an enemy
multiplies kisses. (Proverbs 27: 6)

As iron sharpens iron, so a friend sharpens a friend.  
(Proverbs 27:17)

What is the foundation of intimacy with others? It is
based on our intimacy with others! When we connect
with a Christian friend, we are connecting with the
imago Dei (image of God) within them. It has been

confirmed through survey after survey of broken pastors,
a common theme in every life is a lack of genuinely
intimate friendships.  

What about you? Do you have a deep, abiding, trusting
friend? We will visit this again next month. 

Dr. Heath Thomas with be with us on Thursday,
February 29, at our monthly gathering in the large

conference room: here’s the schedule:

11am - Priority Focus Teams

12pm - a Delicious Lunch  

12:30pm - Dr. Heath Thomas - President of Oklahoma
Baptist University 

Heath is probably one of the best younger
communicators in our tribe today. Bring your staff, your
friends, and your spouse for incredible time of 
encouragement. RSVP soon!

Press on, 
Charlie Cruce

Dr. Heath Thomas, President
Oklahoma Baptist Univesity

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfrQPoqo6v7or0sF9w1rGLkTrMMYDUecFU3-_NbcDnZQnThWg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfrQPoqo6v7or0sF9w1rGLkTrMMYDUecFU3-_NbcDnZQnThWg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfrQPoqo6v7or0sF9w1rGLkTrMMYDUecFU3-_NbcDnZQnThWg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfrQPoqo6v7or0sF9w1rGLkTrMMYDUecFU3-_NbcDnZQnThWg/viewform


If you have not noticed, the role of the Adult Small
Group and/or Sunday School teacher has taken on a new
dimension over the last decade. Twenty or thirty years
ago, you would never hear the word “discipleship” used
in reference to expectations of a Sunday morning class
teacher. Part of that may have been somewhat assumed,
but it was never spelled out as part of a teacher’s “job
description.” Spelled out or not, it is a task that should
be a part of any adult teacher responsibility in a Small
Group or Sunday School class situation. I think it is
timely, appropriate, and it certainly follows our Master’s
example in the Gospels.  

Would you consider yourself a disciple-making teacher?
Why or why not? It might help to clarify the difference
between a “teacher” and a “disciple-making teacher.”
Ken Braddy, who is Director of Sunday School for
Lifeway Christian Resources and led a seminar for us this
past October, describes the difference with the
following words:

“What is the difference between a teacher and a teacher
who is a discipler? There is a lot of difference, actually.  
The church needs teachers, but the church really needs
disciple-making teachers. I would like to introduce you
to 5 differences between teachers and disciple-making
teachers, and see which one you lean toward in your
own ministry as an adult Bible teacher. Our goal is to
become more like the disciple-making teachers
described below:

I am taking these 5 differences from Robby Gallaty’s
book “Growing Up: How to be a Disciple who Makes
Disciples.” Dr. Gallaty makes some great points about

the characteristics of disciple-making teachers. See if
you come close to being a teacher or a discipler:

A teacher shares information, while a discipler
shares life. What happens outside the classroom is just

as important, or maybe more important, than what
happens inside the classroom.  

Continued next page

Transformative Teaching: Cultivating
Disciple-Making Teachers in Adult
Small Groups and Sunday School
by Jerry Jacobs, Director of Small Groups/Sunday School/Discipleship



continued from page 3

A disciple-making teacher knows the people he or she
leads, where they live, where they work, and he or she
enjoys spending his or her free time getting to know
them more deeply.

A teacher aims for the head while a discipler aims
for the heart. A teacher typically loves to be thought of

as the expert in the room, the one who knows things,
and has important ideas and content to give to the
group. A disciple-making teacher, however, aims about
10 inches lower and shoots for the heart. His or her goal
is to be used to help bring spiritual transformation in
their class members. At the heart of transformation is a
change in not just knowledge, but in attitude and
action.

A teacher measures knowledge, while a discipler
measures faith. A teacher might focus on how much

he or she knows, and how much of that is transferred
into the minds of group members. On the other hand, a
disciple-making teacher measures success by the
increasing levels of faith that his or her group members
demonstrate. Obedience to Christ becomes the
measuring stick.

A teacher is an authority, a discipler is a servant. I
actually knew a teacher who did not allow the people in
his group to speak during one of his Sunday morning
lectures. He had a lot of ground to cover and questions
and dialogue just slowed him down. After all, he had
studied all week and knew lots of interesting facts to
share about the Bible. Disciple-making teachers view
themselves very differently. This kind of teacher sees
himself or herself as a servant, the one who is last in
line, the one who seeks to meet the physical, emotional,
social, and spiritual needs of his or her group members.  
The disciple-making teacher exists for the group, not
vice-versa.

A teacher says, “Listen to me,” while a discipler says,
“Follow me.” Some teachers love to hear themselves

talk, but a disciple-making teacher says, ‘Do as I do, as I
attempt to follow Christ.’”

Continued next column

So, I would ask you, do you
consider yourself a disciple-
making teacher? If so, you 
are ahead of the curve. If not,
can you see the value in
becoming one for the
members in your class? Would
you commit yourself, starting
this week, to begin patterning
yourself to reflect these five
disciple-making
characteristics that have been
listed?  

A discipler shares life
A discipler aims for the
heart
A discipler measures faith
A discipler is a servant
A discipler says, “Follow
me”

Start adapting these
characteristics into your
leadership and teaching style
with the members of your
Small Group or Sunday
School. Take time each
morning to ask the Holy Spirit
to lay it upon your heart to
focus on helping your class
members be more like Jesus
as you lead them by example.  
That is what a disciple-
making teacher would do!

Lead with a vision!

“Transformative Teaching: Cultivating Disciple-Making Teachers in Adult Small Groups
and Sunday School”



Can your church help plant a church?

Today, I head out to Houston, Texas, to participate in a
Send Network assessment as a sponsoring church to help
plant a church in the Verdigris area. In addition to this, we
will be a sending church for Emmanuel Zo, a recent
church plant that is coming through our TMBN Church
Planting Pipeline.

It was just a little over a year ago that we participated in
the same process to be a replanter through the North
American Mission Board.

It was only 6 years ago that we again went through the
process as we planted Church Inside Out.

Partnering with Send Network has been such a blessing
for us. The funds have been good to have, but the one
thing that I have loved the most is the relationships built.
That goes along with our Tulsa Metro Baptist Network as
well.

Have you ever considered being a Sending Church?

You might have some reservations, as I did. How did we
get from planting and replanting to sending?

1. I had to make up my mind to be a sending church. I
had to move to a multiplication mindset. Do I want to
establish a legacy beyond my four walls to help other
areas of my city to be reached?

2. Do I have the heart to come alongside a church planter
to encourage in the process? This is the key to all church
planting--an Aaron/Hur to the church planter to bounce
questions off of and to encourage and to walk alongside.

3. Realize that I don't have to know it all and realize I
don't have to have all the resources. We are a church
plant and a replant. If there is one reservation, this was it.  
How in the world am I going to help another church, if
we, ourselves have little resources?

Continued next page

Empowering Growth: Our Journey from
Planting to Sending Churches
by Mike Lehew, Director of Partnerships/New Work

https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vTHvbYdmsOEYcwqp6qhkdqUI6MhHvAxbSwv9F0iTfptCBQo2c5cY4n_iAaYoN0UGjAmAktcVY39d-K3/pub
https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vTHvbYdmsOEYcwqp6qhkdqUI6MhHvAxbSwv9F0iTfptCBQo2c5cY4n_iAaYoN0UGjAmAktcVY39d-K3/pub


"Empowering Growth: Our Journey from Planting to Sending
Churches"
continued from page 5

How awesome would it be if every church in our network
came alongside a church planter and was intentional in
raising up church planters? If you want to know more, join
me on Tuesday, February 20, at South Tulsa Baptist
Church. Register today!.

Also, a big thank you to Lendell Nolan who has faithfully
served as our TMBN Church Planting Team Leader and
helped us get things organized. Lendell is stepping down
and Scott Carlson, Pastor of The Refuge in Owasso, will be
taking over as team lead. Next month, we will be
introducing you to the new churches in our TMBN Church
Plant Pipeline.

Thank you for giving to the network as it helps support
church plants!

Mobile Missions Network and
Church Inside Out invite you

"Being Remade Conference”
Registration required

April 27 // 9am-3pm
2821 W 4oth ST, Tulsa

We will be diving into how to
find our freedom, identity and

purpose after experiencing
trauma. All women are welcome

and lunch will be provided.

Breakout Sessions:
Constructive Counseling

The Power of Community
Healing Through Helping

God’s Heart for The Broken

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSftBeY_hjL6KdQAIyVcMFg2kSiYqqlb9jYaRieqE9aYWjb4sg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSftBeY_hjL6KdQAIyVcMFg2kSiYqqlb9jYaRieqE9aYWjb4sg/viewform
https://churchinsideout.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1999189


Happy February, ministry wives! If you’ve watched TV,
listened to the radio, scrolled social media, or better yet,
gone to any grocery store in town in the last few weeks,
I’m sure you’ve realized that Valentine’s Day is right
around the corner. Whatever your thoughts are on this
romantic holiday—whether you celebrate it with
enthusiasm or let it pass by with little notice—it does
provide us a topic worth discussing.  

After all, being “married to my pastor,” as Jani Ortland
declares in her book Help! I’m Married to My Pastor, is a

unique circumstance. It’s one that bears unique joys,
unique strains, and unique stresses few women outside of
ministry can understand. Heap onto that the difficulty of
melding two different people with two different
personalities together and the difficulty of raising
children in our current cultural climate, our marriages
can become a neglected chore in need of some TLC. 

Therefore, I want to encourage you this month to pray.
Prayer is a powerful thing, just ask Stormie Omartian who
talks all about it in her popular book The Power of a
Praying Wife. She lists thirty things in her book to pray

for; however, why don’t we try to simply pray for four
things this month? And if this season finds you struggling
with prayer, know that you are not alone. Be honest with
God about your feelings. Consider reading Omartian’s
book too. Also remember this: the one person whose life
and actions impact your life the most is your husband. As
you begin to pray for him, the benefits of those prayers
aren’t his alone. You will be a recipient too.  

Week 1: Pray for him and his role as pastor:
For this first week in February, let’s pray together for our
husbands in their role as minister. Pray for strength and
wisdom, for confidence and the ability for him to see fruit
from all his labor. Pray for grace, as well, and for his ability
to surrender any hurdles or hardships your church might
be facing over to the Lordship of Christ. If you want, ask
your husband how you can better pray for him in this
area. Let him know you care. Then take those requests he
shares before the Lord on his behalf.   

Continued next page

Are You Praying for Your Pastor
Husband?
by Ginger McPherson, Director of Ministry Wives Ministry 



continued from page 7

Week 2: Pray for him and his role as your husband.
For week two, let’s pray each day for our husbands in their
role as our spouse. What unique struggles are you two
facing? Pray for those. Pray God would help your husband
engage in clear communication and empathetic
understanding toward you. Pray for connection and
greater intimacy. Pray that God would guide you both and
bring you onto the same page about whatever you’re
going through. Most of all, pray for laughter. Laughter can
bring a couple together like nothing else. It truly is great
medicine for the soul.

Week 3: Pray for him and his role as a
father/grandfather.
For week three, let’s all pray together for our husbands as
fathers and/or grandfathers. Pray that God would give your
husband direction and strength to lead in this area. Pray
God would speak through him words of wisdom to
younger ones and that his words and actions would be in
sync and integrous so that he would be a good model for
others. If you don’t have children or grandchildren, pray
instead for your husband’s role as a mentor to many. A
father figure in spirit is still a father, especially in the eyes
of the Lord. 

Week 4: Pray for him and his role as friend.
For this fourth and final week, let’s pray for our husbands
to be able to form real, authentic friendships with other
men. Ministry life can be as lonely for pastors as it is for
their wives, so pray God would bring your husband
trustworthy friendships to encourage and edify him in this
season. Pray for the friendships he already has as well that
God would strengthen and sustain those connections. 

Lastly, if you are looking for friendship yourself with other
women who uniquely understand the struggles you face, I
want you to know you can find it with us! Come to our
monthly Come to the Table ministry wives’ gathering on

the second Tuesday of each month at Panera Bread (1624
E 15th St.) at 6:30p.m. Also, for a virtual opportunity for
connection you can join our TMBN Ministry Wives
Facebook group. And if you need prayer yourself for

anything at all, don’t hesitate to reach out to me or
complete this form. I’d be honored to come alongside

you in prayer.  

  

“Are You Praying for Your Pastor Husband?”

February's focus:
Pray for your

pastor-husband's
roles—minister,
spouse, father,

friend—with
heartfelt

intentionality

http://www.facebook.com/groups/tmbnministrywives
http://www.facebook.com/groups/tmbnministrywives
https://forms.gle/1dnrHZwSbEDrjwB39


Monday, February 5: Monthly
Prayer Breakfast at 9am at the
TMBN Offices // RSVP Online

Tuesday, February 13: Come to the
Table--Ministry Wives Meeting at
6:30pm at Panera Bread (1624 E 15th
ST, Tulsa, OK 74120)

Thursday, February 29: TMBN Team
Meetings and A-Team Lunch: Team
Meetings at 11am / A-Team Lunch at
noon / Guest Speaker: Dr. Heath
Thomas, President, OBU // RSVP
Online

February Calendar
Changes? Additions? Questions?

Contact Susan Davis at
susan@tmbn.net

(Intro for Pastors, VBS Directors,
Staff, Etc.)

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=tulsametrobaptistnetwork%40gmail.com&ctz=America%2FChicago
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc6qE0cGCLQlB3GG-c4vAnG6NIxmxIjjPMCY_INjTDBbuHPcw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfrQPoqo6v7or0sF9w1rGLkTrMMYDUecFU3-_NbcDnZQnThWg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfrQPoqo6v7or0sF9w1rGLkTrMMYDUecFU3-_NbcDnZQnThWg/viewform
https://www.tmbn.net/index.php/en/page/calendar
https://www.tmbn.net/index.php/en/page/calendar


Bixby, Bixby Church 0.00 1,049.78

Bixby, Crossroads 0.00 3,368.75

Bixby, Evergreen 1,666.67 21,666.71

Bixby, First 0.00 0.00

Bixby, New Beginning 1,250.00 16,250.00

Bixby, Riverview 239.20 2,495.71

Broken Arrow, Agape Chinese 0.00 1,600.00

Broken Arrow, Anthem Church 1,925.00 4,475.00

Broken Arrow, Arrow Heights 167.00 2,000.00

Broken Arrow, Aspen Park 50.00 700.00

Broken Arrow, BattleCreek Church 0.00 0.00

Broken Arrow, Clearview Baptist Church 0.00 1,000.00

Broken Arrow, County Line 0.00 385.98

Broken Arrow, Deaf Church at Battle Creek 0.00 0.00

Broken Arrow, Emmanuel Zo 0.00 2,712.00

Broken Arrow, First 87.50 1,137.50

Broken Arrow, Forest Ridge 241.41 1,448.41

Broken Arrow, Gloryland Baptist Church 110.00 1,015.00

Broken Arrow, Korean Church of Tulsa 0.00 0.00

Broken Arrow, New Life Baptist 141.00 1,751.00

Broken Arrow, Sequoyah Creek 243.00 3,518.00

Broken Arrow, South BA Baptist 244.03 2,800.81

Broken Arrow, Sunnyside 520.62 2,789.89

Broken Arrow, Tulsa Vietnamese 0.00 1,800.00

Claremore, King Road Baptist Church 0.00 200.00

Collinsville, Eastside 124.38 1,095.82

Collinsville, First 671.74 7,406.25

Collinsville, Meadowview 0.00 0.00

Coweta, Community 0.00 0.00

Coweta, CrossPoint Baptist Church 0.00 7,374.09

Coweta, Jackson Grove Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Glenpool, First 850.00 4,825.65

Glenpool, Solid Rock 0.00 0.00

Inola, Trinity 0.00 0.00

Jenks, Beaver Street 73.67 1,093.10

Jenks, First 0.00 50,427.29

Jenks, Southside 390.60 1,129.96

Leonard, First, 0.00 0.00

Mannford, First 214.85 1,821.74

Mannford, New Hope 517.34 8,425.11

Mounds, Liberty Baptist Chapel 0.00 1,484.19

Muskogee, New Community Church 0.00 0.00

Owasso, Bethel Baptist Church 0.00 2,100.00

Owasso, Central Baptist Church 1,909.44 14,105.08

Owasso, Cowboy Up Cowboy Church 0.00 0.00

Owasso, Dalton Hill 208.73 1,497.40

Owasso, First 0.00 31,732.94

Owasso, Freedom 0.00 1,200.00

Owasso, LAMB House Church 0.00 35.00

Owasso, The Refuge 351.04 3,656.76

Sand Springs, Angus Acres 0.00 487.50

Sand Springs, Broadway 0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, Calvary Baptist Church 88.66 1,205.69

Sand Springs, Church That Matters 275.41 3,827.65

Sand Springs, Hillspring Church 250.00 3,000.00

Sand Springs, Keystone Hills 0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, Limestone 0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, New Beginning 0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, New Covenant Baptist
Church

0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, Rimrock 0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, The Father's House 0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, Trinity 0.00 0.00

Sapulpa, Calvary Baptist 0.00 0.00

Sapulpa, Church Inside Out 0.00 2,681.11

Sapulpa, Dripping Springs 0.00 0.00

Sapulpa, Faith 537.96 5,955.35

Sapulpa, First 0.00 0.00

Sapulpa, Foundation Church 0.00 1,000.00

Sapulpa, Native Stone Baptist Church 0.00 4,662.15

Sapulpa, South Heights 0.00 0.00

Sapulpa, The Way Church 0.00 650.00

Skiatook, Immanuel 50.00 600.00

Skiatook, Lakeview Southern 0.00 4,134.02

Skiatook, Riveted Church 5,149.22 12,219.12

Church Giving -- December & YTD 2023
Questions? Contact Susan Davis at susan@tmbn.net

Thank you for your church's gifts to the work of the Lord through Tulsa Metro Baptist Network
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Sperry, First 251.06 1,747.89

Tulsa, Belview Baptist Church 57.94 693.22

Tulsa, Berryhill Baptist Church 84.29 1,273.92

Tulsa, Braden Park Baptist Church 0.00 2,120.00

Tulsa, Brookside Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Canyon Road Baptist Church 251.00 2,292.91

Tulsa, Centro Cristiano Eben-Ezer 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Church Inside Out @ Red Fork 349.90 4,117.14

Tulsa, Cognizant Church 0.00 625.00

Tulsa, Concord Community Church 0.00 200.00

Tulsa, Easton Heights 173.47 2,623.38

Tulsa, Eastwood 305.49 4,666.35

Tulsa, First 5,662.19 45,843.77

Tulsa, First Bowden 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, First Korean 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, First Slavic 0.00 300.00

Tulsa, Garden City 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Garnett Road 125.00 1,350.00

Tulsa, Gilcrease Hills 0.00 235.72

Tulsa, Good News Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Greater Mount Rose Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Harbor of Grace 0.00 1,250.00

Tulsa, Harvard Avenue 0.00 50.00

Tulsa, Hispanic Agape 0.00 262.47

Tulsa, Hope Fellowship Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Iglesia Bautista El Camino 50.00 650.00

Tulsa, Iglesia Bautista Emmanuel 0.00 2,034.99

Tulsa, Iglesia Evangelica 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Indian Fellowship 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, International 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Living Hope 0.00 453.84

Tulsa, Living Water Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Memorial 750.00 1,249.98

Tulsa, Mercyview 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Micronesia Chuukese Church-Living Hope 0.00 69.71

Tulsa, Myanmar Zomi Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, New Hope Community 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, New Joy Fellowship 0.00 300.00

Tulsa, Nogales Avenue 30.00 410.00

Tulsa, Oakridge 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Oklahoma Hmong Baptist 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Olivet Baptist Church 2,276.13 16,503.98

Tulsa, Owen Park 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Palabras de Vida 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Parkview 934.56 6,083.69

Tulsa, Peniel Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Primera Iglesia Bautista 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Ranch Acres 0.00 1,775.00

Tulsa, Ridge Crest 0.00 513.10

Tulsa, Rose of Sharon 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Sequoyah Hills 0.00 800.00

Tulsa, Skelly Drive 239.61 2,820.12

Tulsa, Sojourn Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, South Tulsa 333.33 4,333.29

Tulsa, Southern Hills 797.83 10,341.79

Tulsa, Southwood 0.00 2,499.96

Tulsa, Springdale 0.00 300.00

Tulsa, Springs of Grace Bible Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Trinity 1,141.55 5,193.42

Tulsa, Tulsa Hills Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Tulsa International 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Tulsa ZOMI Baptist Church 256.61 2,755.08

Tulsa, Turn Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, View Acres 624.76 3,551.36

Tulsa, Winnetka Heights 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Woodland Acres 511.33 3,865.35

Tulsa, ZBCM of Tulsa 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Zion Community Church 303.00 2,087.00

Turley, First 0.00 0.00

TOTAL $34,057.52 $392,240.94


