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With All My Heart
by Charlie Cruce, Executive Director of 
Missions-Treasurer/Mission Specialist

Is your church an Acts 2 church or an Acts 17
church?  How is your church approaching its
cultural context?  I’m reminded of that first
question that Lyle Schaller, a church consultant
from another day, would ask every congregation
that he would work with in his first meeting with
a church: “What year is it here?” Ed Stetzer, our
own sage at one time, had his famous comment
along that same line of thinking: “If the 50’s ever
come back, Southern Baptists will be READY!”  

James Emery White, who spoke at our Annual
Celebration back in the Fall at Southern Hills
Church, has helped me as much as anybody in
understanding this. Jim reminds us of the
difference with examples from the New
Testament. The challenge is this: We must move
from an Acts 2 to an Acts 17 cultural context.  
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With All My Heart
continued from page 1

Think about this: In Acts 2 we find Peter speaking to God-
fearing Jews of Jerusalem. His message was geared for these
people! He said we don’t need to waste time on what you
already know. He reminded them of the prophets and the
promised Messiah. He then “cuts to the chase” and says: “You
need to know that Jesus was the Messiah, you rejected and
killed him, and he rose from the dead and unleashed his
church, which means you need to repent.” What happened?
Three thousand people repented! Peter was speaking to a
group of people who were already monotheists who already
bought into the Old Testament Scriptures and who already
believed in a coming Messiah.  

Now moved forward to Acts 17, featuring Paul on Mars Hill
speaking to the philosophers and spiritual seekers of Athens.
Here was a spiritual marketplace where truth was relative--
just like it is in today’s world! Worldviews are all over the map
and all kinds of gods litter the landscape. It was a mission
culture just like today, and he had to keep that in mind as he
approached these people. Paul was not in Jerusalem, so he
didn’t take an Acts 2 approach. They would not know what
he was talking about! Paul surveyed the cultural landscape
and found a way to connect with these people: it was their
altar to an unknown God. Paul said to the Athenians on Mars
Hill: “That’s the God that I want to tell you about.” He then
went all the way back to creation and worked his way
forward, laying the a foundation for the Gospel. It was a
different culture and so it took a different approach. We have
to remember what it was like to be apart from Christ and
that is a challenge for us. Jim says that we have to begin by
saying, “This is the Bible. It is a collection of 66 books, which
are divided into two sections known as the Old Testament
and the New Testament. It tells the story of God and us.”

Continued next column

Then we open up our hearts and
explain that story. Keep in mind
that we are living in a post-
Christian context and we need to
remember that as we push back
the darkness! 

Please look below at our year-to-
date financial for the first six
months of 2024! We have taken
in approximately 97.21% of our
Budget Challenge for year-to-
date for 2024. If we could
increase our budget, we could
place more support to our
priorities of church health,
pastor wellness, and church
planting/replanting.  Let me
encourage every church to move
toward a percentage of 2 to 3%
of undesignated receipts. We do
not receive any funds from the
Cooperatives Program. We are
one of the few
networks/associations in the SBC
that has supported church
planters/replanters in our
budget. Keep that in mind! WE
CAN DO MORE TOGETHER!

I love you with the Love of the
Lord! 
Charlie Cruce



My last article dealt with how best to teach a lesson that was
aimed at capturing the attention of those in our classes who
are auditory learners. The ten ways were:
    Lecture-style teaching      Mnemonics and rhymes    
    Listening teams                 Discussions and debates     
    Group discussions             Musical options
    Oral presentations            Review and repeat             
    Panel or debate                Resource persons

Teachers of the Bible should always be looking for creative
ways to make the lesson come alive. While there are many
helps available to do this, I recently was reminded of the
power of using visual aids. This might be one of the least used
aids in teaching. Yet, many who sit in our classes are visual
learners and we are missing a valuable opportunity to reach
them in the way they learn best.

What about those in our classes who are visual learners? How
can we best present a lesson using visual aids which will
capture their attention? Ken Braddy, Director of Sunday
School for Lifeway Christian Resources, has suggested five
dynamic ways of using visual aids in a Bible study lesson. In
order to incorporate the use of visual aids in your teaching,
consider these suggestions he wrote about recently.

“In the realm of education, the use of visual aids has long
been recognized as a valuable tool for effective teaching.
When it comes to Sunday School and small groups, the
benefits of incorporating visual aids are many. From capturing
attention and enhancing comprehension to facilitating
engagement and promoting long-term retention, visual aids
have the potential to transform the learning experience for
both children and adults.

Jeremiah 18 contains the story of Jeremiah being sent by God
to the potter’s house. In this story you will see the power of
visual aids.

God promised Jeremiah that he would make him a prophet to
the nations (Jer. 1:5), and that He would fill his mouth with His
words (Jer. 1:9). God promised to carefully watch over the
words that Jeremiah spoke on His behalf, and to always bring
them to pass (Jer. 1:12).

What I find interesting is that in chapter 18, God sent
Jeremiah to a potter’s house. ‘Go down to the potter’s house;
there I will reveal my words to you.

Continued next column

Creative Ways to Make Lessons Come
Alive
by Jerry Jacobs, Director of Small Groups/Sunday School/Discipleship

So, I went down to the potter’s
house, and there he was,
working away at the wheel. But
the jar that he was making from
the clay became flawed in the
potter’s hand, so he made it into
another jar, as it seemed right
for him to do’ (Jer. 18:1-4).

God could have simply given His
Word to Jeremiah without
having the prophet make the
trek to the potter’s house.
Evidently, God wanted Jeremiah
to see the potter at work, and to
see the clay pot he was creating.
As Jeremiah watched the potter
do his work, the pot became
flawed and the potter crushed it
into a lump of clay and began
creating a different pot. 

Continued next page



continued from page 3

The potter had the right to do this because he was the potter.
God was using this real-life (and very visual) illustration to
communicate His sovereignty to Jeremiah and His right to use
events, even using foreign nations to conquer His people, to
reshape them and create useful vessels. I imagine the entire
experience was visually stimulating, and one that Jeremiah
would never forget.

Now, fast forward to the present. Those of us who guide a
group’s Bible study would benefit from taking heed of what
God did for Jeremiah in the opening verses of Jeremiah 18.
God used a powerful visual aid to cement a concept into
Jeremiah’s mind. Is this a method you and I could use as we
teach the people in our groups? Obviously, the answer is yes!
Using visuals as we teach is powerful, and they do several
good things:

1. Capture Attention – Visual aids, such as colorful

illustrations, interactive charts, objects that can be viewed
and touched, and multimedia presentations, possess the
remarkable ability to capture the attention of learners. By
stimulating curiosity and creating a visually stimulating
environment, visual aids make learning more enjoyable and
captivating, leading to increased engagement and active
participation.

2. Enhance Comprehension – Complex theological concepts

and biblical narratives can sometimes be challenging for
group members to grasp solely through verbal explanations.
Visual aids provide a tangible representation of abstract ideas,
making them easier to understand and comprehend. 

3. Promote Engagement – The incorporation of visual aids in

Sunday School and small group teaching encourages active
engagement among students. Visual aids allow group
members to interact with the material, ask questions, and
contribute their own ideas, generating a sense of ownership
and empowerment in their spiritual growth.

4. Facilitate Memory Retention – Studies have shown that

the use of visual aids significantly enhances memory
retention. When information is presented visually, it activates
multiple regions of the brain, creating stronger neural
connections and increasing the likelihood of long-term
memory formation. By incorporating visual aids like videos,
images, or props, Sunday School and small group leaders can
reinforce key concepts and lessons, helping students retain
the information more effectively.

Continued Next Column

5. Cater to Different Learning
Styles – Each group member has

a unique learning style, be it
visual, auditory, or kinesthetic.
Visual aids cater to the needs of
visual learners, who comprise a
significant portion of any group.
By providing visual
representations of information,
teachers can ensure that visual
learners are actively engaged
and understand the lesson
content. Furthermore, even
students with different learning
preferences can benefit from
visual aids as they provide a
multi-modal approach that
appeals to various learning
styles.

The use of visual aids in Sunday
School and small groups offers
numerous advantages that
enhance the learning experience
for both students and teachers.
As we strive to create impactful
and meaningful learning
experiences, integrating visual
aids should be embraced as a
powerful means to enhance the
Sunday School/small group
experience and foster a lifelong
love for learning.”

We can all learn from the
example in Jeremiah 18 and
Jeremiah’s visual experience at
the potter’s house. How will you
use a visual aid the next time
you lead your group members in
studying the Bible?

Lead with a vision!

Creative Ways to Make Lessons Come Alive



It's been two years since we started the replanting process of
what was Red Fork Baptist Church. I will never forget the first
meeting we were in with Pastor Paul Taylor and the Transition
Team of Red Fork Baptist Church. As we were talking about
how to partner together to reach the West Side, Paul said,
"What would it look like for two to become one? What would
it look like for Red Fork to merge with Mobile Missions
Network/Church Inside Out?" I didn't say it out loud, but my
face said it all, "I don't think that can happen." A 101 year old
church and 5 year old church? IMPOSSIBLE!"

And the very first lesson is our impossibilities are God's
possibilities. I am so thankful that God can work even when I
doubt and another thing I can say is that it has been a
worthwhile journey. 

Throughout these two years, I have learned so much and
wanted to share some of those vulnerable lessons that I have
learned through the process.

1. Replanting is a beautiful mess.
What an oxymoron! Beautiful Mess? One day you think you
have this bull by the horns, the next you realized that this
replanting bull has you. There are books on how to lead a
church through a replanting process, but most don't share the
deep valleys one may go through to get to the next mountain
top.

It's beautiful in that you look back (two years later) and see
beauty from ashes. In the midst of it, it was hard to see
sometimes, but I can only look back and see God's hand at
work.

2. God brings the right people at the right time.
On my wall in my office is a Christmas card from one of our
Senior Saints. There were times she wasn't a saint :). On the
card she wrote, "Thank you for all you have done in making
the merger go so well." 

Talk about encouragement to a weary soul. When I wondered
if this was all going to work, God brought the right person and
the right word at the right time.

3.  God gives you Aaron and Hurs.
There were multiple people that would listen and encourage

me in the journey. One was a guy named Rodney Byers (who is

now one of our Pastors in Training). Rodney was one of the

"glues" that held the church together. 
Continued next column

Dry Bones Can Live: Lessons Learned
from Replanting Red Fork
by Mike Lehew, Director of Partnerships/New Work

The one thing I appreciated
about him was how he
encouraged me in every inch of
the journey. He had been a part
of Red Fork for years. He was one
who saw the great need that
something had to change.

Another guy was Pastor Paul
Taylor. Paul is a pastor's pastor.
Paul was one of our greatest
cheerleaders and to this day still
is. He has been the voice of
reason and at a moment's notice
is available to talk.

A group that has been Aaron and
Hurs has been our House Church
Pastors. It's been two years
where I have had to put a lot of
energy and effort into the Red
Fork campus. 

Continued next page
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There were many times I wasn't available due to the demands
that were required to get the replant off the ground. Their
faithfulness in the ministry helped with the battle.

Another group of Aaron and Hurs were our network and staff of
TMBN churches, the staff, our church planting team, and Send
Network. They were invaluable to the replanting efforts.

4.  You will wonder if it's worth it.
There were times that it felt like all hell broke loose. There were
times I would go home and tell my wife with tears, "I don't think I
can do this." I wondered at times if Jesus was worth the mess of
trying to replant a church.

My wife was the voice of wisdom and encouragement and her
gentle encouragement was fuel for moving forward. In this, I also
had to ask myself, "Why was I doing this?" In replanting, if done
right, one will always get to the point of realizing that Jesus is
worth it and that because He is worth it, we are compelled by
God to do it and it's for His glory and for His story to be made
known.

5.  People want to be known.
One thing I knew wouldn't work is coming in to change
everything all at once. Red Fork was fragile. They were wondering
if they could trust us. I was wondering if I could trust them. The
one thing that I learned is that they don't want the greatest
gadgets. They wanted to be known. They didn't want to be a
number. They didn't want to be another face. They wanted to
know that we cared.

This was very hard as I am a Type A personality and wanted to
get things done.

This was a lot of what we did the first year: comforting them in
their fears and concerns. That helped tremendously in building
trust. Trust is built in relationships not in programs.

6.  Be mean about the vision.
People will try to hijack the vision God has set forth. Rusty Gunn
recommended a book a few years ago before we planted a
church called, "Be Mean About the Vision." That book has come
in handy.  

It sounds prideful and arrogant, but it has helped save me to be
very intentional in doing what God has called us to do. God gave
us a vision to become a family of missionary servants sent to our
neighbors, communities and city to make disciples who make
disciples. There were many who questioned the work being done.
Good hearted people can get you off track.

7.  My wife and kids are my heroes.
I knew this well before, but God continually reminds me of this.  I

am so thankful for my wife and my kids..
Continued next column

I have gained a greater love and
appreciation for my wife, who works
full time managing a company.

8. God builds His church.
There is no way someone can do this
apart from the supernatural power
of God. I am forever grateful for the
words in 1 Corinthians 3:7-15, "It’s not
important who does the planting, or
who does the watering. What’s
important is that God makes the
seed grow. The one who plants and
the one who waters work together
with the same purpose. And both
will be rewarded for their own hard
work. For we are both God’s workers.
And you are God’s field. You are
God’s building."

We simply must be faithful by
planting seeds and watering. Mike
doesn't bring growth. God brings
growth.

9. God has changed my life.
I thought church planting was hard.
Replanting has been harder, but the
one thing I have learned over and
over is that God uses the hard to
teach me, to humble me and grow
me. When it's easy, I tend to take
control, but when I don't know what
tomorrow holds or even the next
hour holds, I tend to cling more
tightly to Jesus.

I am forever grateful for the tension
of replanting because it's caused me
to draw nearer to Him. I have
realized I don't know a whole lot like
I thought I did. I realized how great
of a team and church we have. God
has changed my life.

In this season of planting a church
and now replanting, I have learned
that ABIDING IN CHRIST is the most
important thing I can do. It's not my
leadership that is the most
important nor the vision that is the
most important. If I don't spend time
with Jesus, I will sink.

Continued next page

Dry Bones Can Live: Lessons Learned from Replanting Red Fork
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10.  Dry bones can live.
Red Fork Baptist Church was at a point where they had to
recognize that they had to do something different if there
was to be a legacy moving forward. These mighty people of
God had such a heart to love and serve their community, but
just needed some Aaron and Hurs themselves. They needed
some muscle to go along with their heart.

Once they came to the conclusion that they didn't just want
to survive, but LIVE, the Lord started doing what only He can
do. To be honest, what has happened is a miracle. It's only
God that He can bring a 101 year old church and a 5 year old
church plant and make it work.

This past weekend, we hosted our annual Westside Giveback
to give back to our community free haircuts, free food and
free school supplies. The one thing that brought me the
greatest joy was to see these wonderful people who at one
time were wondering if Red Fork was going to survive, serving
their community. Some were at the cookie table, some were
at the backpack table, some were greeters, and ALL had a
smile on their face.

I see the faces of those that we met for the first time over two
years ago. They are my heroes. They never gave up but
believed God had a plan.

There are many more lessons that I have learned and any
success one might see is built on many attempted failures,
but through it all God has been faithful in the valleys and the
mountaintops.

Maybe you are a pastor or in a church that might be where
Red Fork Baptist Church was. If that's you, I would love to
speak with you and share more of our story and bring along
those that have been involved in the story.  My number is 918-
557-1558.

Dry Bones Can Live!

Dry Bones Can Live: Lessons Learned from Replanting Red Fork

Join our TMBN
Church Planting Facebook Group

We are a partnership of established churches and new church plants
working together to spread the gospel here, there, and everywhere! On
this Facebook group page we will list needs, leave prayer requests, pray

over each other, offer encouragement, supply needs, and spur one
another on in the faith and work of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Impossible became
possible as God

breathed new life
into a century-old

church.
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Happy August, everyone! Back-to-school season is upon
us, and it can be a busy and stressful time for many.
Whether you’re a teacher, a mom in the throes of
establishing a new school routine, a grandmother helping
with drop-offs and pick-ups, or simply a woman feeling
the angst that seems to settle in the air this time of year,
to add “ministry wife” to these other roles only increases
the busyness and stress you probably feel. After all,
church calendars tend to coincide with this season,
which brings new events, activities and responsibilities
our way as well. Because of this, I want to offer you a little
soul encouragement to help you keep your perspective
throughout this next month. 

First of all, God is in control. He knows what lies
ahead. When I was a child, I lived on a farm for several

years. I used to love to go outside after sunset and catch
fireflies in a mason jar. These fireflies would glitter and
glow in all their natural splendor as I ran around to catch
them. However, once I got them into the jar and closed
the lid, they would immediately stop glowing. They would
simply crawl around desperately looking for a way out. 

When each new season comes, especially a busy one like
“back to school,” we can often succumb to the same fate,
if we aren’t careful. We can hold on too tightly. We can
“close the lid” to God’s presence and the grace He wants
to give us in our attempts to control the changes that
have come our way. Instead of leaning on ourselves to
make a new season run smoothly, let’s remember to lean
into God. After all, He is the only One who truly is in
control. He knows what lies ahead for us, our families, and
our churches. He is faithful. He is for us. And His mercy is
new every single morning. 

When worries or stress come, choose to embrace the
truth of Psalm 20:7: “Some trust in chariots and some in
horses, but we trust in the name of the Lord our God”
(NIV). And what are the names of God that we are to trust
in, according to this verse? Who will God be when life
seems uncertain, stressful, and wobbly?

Continued next page

Encouragement for Back-to-School
Season 
by Ginger McPherson, Director of Ministry Wives Ministry 
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Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
and Prince of Peace. These aren’t just titles. They’re who

He is. They’re who God will be for you and for me when we
invite Him into this new season and into whatever we are
facing.

Second, God is with you. He walks alongside you step
by step. When I was first learning to ride a horse, I was

about ten years old. I felt so small on top of that giant,
imposing animal. I was so scared, too, so my father would
walk alongside me. I would hold the reins. He would hold
the saddle. If anything were to go awry, he had easy
access to catch me. Even when I eventually did learn to
ride across those open Missouri fields, I was never alone.
My dad was always there. We rode our horses together,
step by step.

In the same way, God is with you. He’s with you in the
highs. He’s with you in the lows. And He’s with you
especially in this season of busyness. We may hold the
reins of our lives, but God’s got a firm grip on the saddle.
We may not always see His hand at work, but if we pause,
if we spend some time in His presence, I guarantee we’ll
soon realize, He is right there beside us for each and every
step of the way.

After Jesus’ resurrection, in Luke 24, His followers walked
on the road to Emmaus talking about all that had
transpired. Jesus came and walked alongside them, but
they didn’t recognize Him. They were too caught up in
their own thoughts and agenda. I wonder how many times
in my own journey, and maybe yours too, we’ve suffered
from this same spiritual blindness. It may seem strange,
but seasons of difficulty do bring one significant blessing.
They teach us dependence, if we choose it. In fact, when
we lean into God, we get to experience once again just
how firm His hold really is. He is trustworthy. He is faithful.
He will not let us fall.

This month, if you’re looking for more encouragement or a
way to connect with fellow ministry wives, join our TMBN
Ministry Wives Facebook group! Also, if you need prayer

for any reason, click this form here. I’d be honored to

pray for you! 

Encouragement for Back-to-School Season 

Don't let the
busyness of back-

to-school dim your
inner light.

Remember, God's
presence is your

constant
companion.

http://www.facebook.com/groups/tmbnministrywives
http://www.facebook.com/groups/tmbnministrywives
https://forms.gle/1dnrHZwSbEDrjwB39


August Calendar

Thursday, August 22 -- TMBN Team
Meetings and A-Team Lunch: Team
Meetings at 11am / A-Team Lunch at noon
RSVP Online

Upcoming!

Tuesday, September 10: Come to the
Table--Ministry Wives Meeting at
6:30pm at Panera Bread (1624 E 15th ST,
Tulsa, OK 74120)
Sunday, Sept 15, 4pm to 8pm, at First
Baptist Church, Tulsa -- Big God Little
Church Conference: Encouragement,
Training, Dinner, Fellowship // FREE! //
RSVP Online
Sept 27-28--Ministry Wives Weekend at
Evergreen Church, Bixby // Learn more at
oklahomabaptists.org/ministry-wives

Changes? Additions? Questions?

Contact Susan Davis at
susan@tmbn.net

https://www.tmbn.net/index.php/en/page/calendar
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=tulsametrobaptistnetwork%40gmail.com&ctz=America%2FChicago
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScLHPBrqx0XbFpzsL3Tn4oqxz2869pTGZKyqPi69PI-g2j_WA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdoacCZhHZfD4omiNlNS7DxM_v67MjmyYaPhFpzMygzdvO7Kg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScLHPBrqx0XbFpzsL3Tn4oqxz2869pTGZKyqPi69PI-g2j_WA/viewform
http://www.oklahomabaptists.org/ministry-wives
https://www.tmbn.net/index.php/en/page/calendar


Church Giving -- June & YTD 2024
Questions? Contact Susan Davis at susan@tmbn.net

Thank you for your church's gifts to the work of the Lord through Tulsa Metro Baptist Network
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