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With All My Heart
by Charlie Cruce, Executive Director of 
Missions-Treasurer/Mission Specialist

Looking Back . . . 

Our history as a network churches is fascinating and
we need to recall that journey from time to time. We
can trace our early beginnings to a movement of God
that took place almost 130 years ago. For a few
moments, let me take you down memory lane and let
us reflect on our wonderful heritage as followers of
Jesus here in northeast Oklahoma. On November 27,
1891, Charles Journeycake, Chief of the Delaware
Indians and pastor of the Delaware Baptist Church,
called churches together from across northeast
Oklahoma to create something that was new,
innovative, and unique in those "wild and woolly
days" of the Oklahoma Indian Territory. In a spirit of
unity, the messengers of that day adopted a
constitution that stated in the opening paragraph,
"The Association of the Churches shall be called the
Delaware Baptist Association of the Indian Territory." 
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Over the years, other associations were formed out of
the Delaware Association in various counties throughout
northeast Oklahoma.

In the early 1930s, churches in Tulsa and Rogers Counties
organized themselves into the Tulsa-Rogers Association,
and they held their first Annual Meeting at the First
Baptist Church of Claremore on September 27 and 28,
1932. As God continued to work through His people, the
churches of Rogers and Tulsa Counties felt that their
work could be stronger if they formed two associations
and at the annual meeting of 1956 the name was
changed to Tulsa Baptist Association and the churches
of Rogers County formed their own Association as
Rogers Baptist Association. For almost 90 years, our
Association has been effective by presenting to our
churches the programs, methods, and ministries
uniquely created by the Southern Baptist Convention.

God has given the Association the opportunity to start
ministries that have met the needs of people all over the
Tulsa Metro area. Over the years, our structure provided
a "pipeline" or a "channel" through which
denominational information, methods, and programs
flowed from the convention to our churches. Like most
associations in the SBC, this structure was very effective!
In fact, this approach is still very popular in many
associations, especially those in rural settings across the
country. As long as the materials and the programs
coming down "the pipeline" would fit all churches in all
locations, it worked, and Southern Baptist churches did
quite well! For instance, years ago a Southern Baptist
church in the Deep South sang from the same
hymnbook in the same order of service from the same
worship bulletin as a Southern Baptist church located in
Oklahoma or Texas.

This structured environment provided a wonderful
opportunity for a Mission Strategist (new terminology) in
an Association to promote the fellowship of the
churches and, in one sense, actually become a pastor to
the pastors. The decades came and went--the 40s, the
50s, and in many locations it continued into the
turbulent 60s and swinging 70s. Eventually, the stability
that so many of us were enjoying in our country gave
way to “tsunami waves” of mega change.

Facing challenges beyond
their control, churches in the
late eighties and throughout
the nineties began asking
difficult questions about the
relevance of the
denomination in helping
them effectively minister to
their communities.

Many of these churches
became discouraged knowing
the landscape in their
communities had undergone
tremendous change. Where
did the denomination fit into
their ministry? Many of the
questions and much of the
frustration was--and is--
directed at the Associations,
and rightly so. Associations
were still conduits of
information, methods, and
programs that were no longer
relevant for the difficult
environments in which
churches were finding
themselves. Churches were
seeking answers to difficult
questions that no one wanted
to answer. And the answers
they did receive were, at best,
inadequate and irrelevant. 

Many Associations have found
themselves living in a past
that is gone forever! The rules
have changed and churches
no longer have home-field
advantage in their
communities. The "church
age" has given way to the
"Mission Age!" 

Continued next page



Seth Gilliam and his wife, Emily, along with
their four children, came to serve at New
Life Baptist Church in Broken Arrow in
December of 2022. They hit the ground
running! Seth is a bi-vocational pastor. He
works a civil engineer in downtown Tulsa
and serves as Lead Pastor at New Life. Last
month, New Life Church held an Easter
outreach event--TMBN’s Church Health
Team provided financial support, South
Tulsa Baptist Church provided volunteers,
and God showed up, as over 500 people
attended the event! Many guests returned
Sunday morning. Pastor Seth and Associate
Pastor Mike Hamilton are thrilled! They
have already begun a follow-up process
with the many guests that came to the
event.

Don’t lead in isolation! 

Thank you, New Life Baptist Church and
South Tulsa Baptist Church, for partnering
together! New Life Church has not forgotten
who they are!

I love you with the love of the Lord!
Charlie Cruce

"With All My Heart"
continued from page 2

As one Director of Missions discovered:
“Being the ‘pipeline’ was no longer the
only--or the most important--role for a
Mission Strategist!” 

Moving Forward . . . 

“If you don't like change, you're going to
like irrelevance even less” (General Eric

Shinseki, Former Chief of Staff for the U.S.
Army). 

The greatest threat facing the Church in
North America today is not the threat of
terrorism. It is the threat of irrelevance--of
being marginalized and thrown aside by
the world. Some years ago, a hand-
painted sign was placed in the window of
a Washington, D.C. store. The business was
in the unfortunate position of having to
close its doors for the last time. The sign
simply said: “Going out of business! Didn't
know what our business was!” That sign's
message could describe many churches in
North America today. They’ve simply
either lost, or have forgotten, the reason
for their existence.

Into Today . . . 

Last year our leaders helped redefine our
vision as a family of churches in the Tulsa
Metro. We stated in simple terms our
vision: We are a network of leaders
helping one another fuel the mission of
the local church!



Can you believe that we are halfway through the church
year that started back in September 2023? This would
be a good time to stop and deconstruct the way you
approach your Bible study lesson preparation each
week. What are some things you could incorporate into
your preparation which would focus on the members in
your class or group and their understanding of how to
be more like Christ? Recently, Skylar Spradlin, a writer of
Lifeway, came up with a list of principles for teaching
the Bible. This list, as you will see, applies to both
pastors and teachers. I am directing his words primarily
to teachers as they open the Word of God for their adult
members every Sunday. It is no small task and this is the
reason the Holy Spirit gives us insight in imparting God’s
words to others. Spradlin titled his list as “13 Principles
for Teaching the Bible.” I am introducing Part 1 to you
this month and then Part 2 next month.

“As they seek to improve at teaching the Bible, every
pastor and teacher should consider these principles
with every text they teach.

Teaching the Bible is a great privilege that comes with
tremendous responsibility. Not only does a teacher of
the Bible form people’s spiritual health, but they also
establish much of an individual’s understanding about
the person, nature, and work of God. Therefore, pastors
and teachers of the Bible should constantly evaluate
their teaching and strive to grow in their capabilities.

No pastor has arrived at a state of perfection in their
teaching. It is wise and good for one to continue to grow
in their ability to communicate God’s Word.

Below are 13 principles for teaching the Bible every
pastor and teacher should consider for every scriptural
text they teach.

1. Center the text on Christ
What does this text have to do with Christ? How does it
point to Christ? How can I help people see Christ in this
text? The whole Bible points to Jesus. All the promises of
God find their yes in Christ (2 Corinthians 1:20). Thus,
every text focuses on, points to, and builds upon the
person and work of Christ. 

Continued next page

Principles for Teaching the Bible
by Jerry Jacobs, Director of Small Groups/Sunday School/Discipleship
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A teacher should do the hard work of making known
how a particular text points to Jesus. To teach a passage
that does not center on Jesus is to fail in Bible teaching.

2. Stick to the point of the passage
What is the singular point of this passage? What are the
secondary lessons that may be learned? How does
everything in this text point to or flow from this singular
point? How can I stick to the main point of the text? The
Scriptures are not open to our own free interpretation.
Our responsibility is to understand the truth. The
singular point of the passage is the aim of our teaching.

What is the author saying? Why was this written? What is
the point? These are all questions teachers must ask and
strive to answer. Understanding a passage’s point helps
clarify the truth and meaning of the other lessons in the
text and guard against straying from the passage’s
intended meaning.

3. Identify the purpose of the passage
Why is this passage here? What does it have to do with
the larger context of God’s redemptive plan? What does
this text have to do with the immediate surrounding
context? How does this fit into the whole biblical
context and theology? The Scriptures complement and
clarify one another.

Though written by numerous authors over the span of
about 1,700 years, the 66 books of the Bible function as
one cohesive book. No part contradicts another.
Therefore, teachers should make clear why God chose a
certain passage to be included in the whole work of the
Bible. More than furthering a narrative, teachers should
ask what the text teaches about God, His works,
humanity, and salvation. How does this particular
passage further the redemptive narrative?

4. Answer anticipated questions
What questions should I anticipate being asked? Have I
answered all potential questions? Part of being a good
teacher is putting yourself in the place of listeners. What
do they need to know? What will help them to grasp the
meaning of the text? Or what questions need
answering?

Continued next column

Sometimes, a teacher must
decide if a question should be
answered or avoided. At other
times, a teacher should
attempt to address anything
that might hinder a person
from understanding a
passage. Often, this means
anticipating and answering
potential questions.

5. Understand the difficult
portions
What dangers should I be
aware of? Does the text
address any difficult
doctrines? Is there a danger of
missing the forest for the
trees? Teaching involves the
wisdom of discerning what
should be avoided and what
should be discussed. Not
everything in the Bible is
within our scope of
understanding.”

If we are not careful, we can
become so consumed with
unanswerable or debatable
subjects that we miss the
passage’s point. A teacher
should be prepared to
address those difficulties,
anticipate how to deal with
them, and be able to remind
the listener of what is most
important.

Next month, we will cover #6
through #13 of Spradlin’s list,
“13 Principles for Teaching
the Bible.” You might want to

keep a copy of this month’s
article nearby, so you can add
the remaining principles to it
next month.

“Principles for Teaching the Bible”



We are excited about what the Lord is doing through our
Tulsa Metro Baptist Network Church Plants!

Stay connected through our Facebook page and consider

adopting one of our Church Plants by encouraging and
praying for them.  

Our current church plants receiving funding are:

Chuukese Church, Tulsa, led by Pastor Praise Salle
Marshallese Church, Tulsa, led by Pastor David Anni
Emmanuel Zo Baptist Church, led by Pastor Tuang

We have two churches in the pipeline awaiting funding
and would ask that you pray with us for these two church
plants:

Relentless Church, led by Pastor Anthony Oloteo
Broken Rice Baptist Church, led by Pastor Kevin Nguyen

What are some ways that you could partner with one of
our Church Plants?

Have their names in front of your church to continually
pray for.

1.

Consider church plant pastors to lunch to care for them
and encourage them.

2.

When you host events at your church or events away
from your church, consider inviting them to be a part.

3.

Provide resources that you may already have to help
them (copier, materials, people, supplies).

4.

Pray for them. 5.

If you have any questions, you can reach out to Scott
Carlson at scott.therefuge@gmail.com or myself at

mike@mobilemissionsnetwork.com.

Parntnering with Church Plants
by Mike Lehew, Director of Partnerships/New Work

Join our TMBN
Church Planting Facebook Group

We are a partnership of established churches and new church plants
working together to spread the gospel here, there, and everywhere! On
this Facebook group page we will list needs, leave prayer requests, pray

over each other, offer encouragement, supply needs, and spur one
another on in the faith and work of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Happy April, everyone! Spring is finally upon us! Luckily,
this year warm weather has arrived early. In past years,
I’ve had to battle through a good dose of “spring fever.”
Perhaps you have too. 

The term “spring fever” actually dates back centuries to a
time when the onset of spring brought along the
symptoms of scurvy, a disease caused by a significant
deficiency in vitamin C. Over the harsh winter months,
people had few fresh fruits and vegetables to supply
them with the much-needed nutrient. Therefore, their
bodies would begin to experience its lack—weakness,
exhaustion, muscle pain, and bleeding gums. Also,
wounds they incurred wouldn’t properly heal.

People called the disease “spring fever” because it came
on the cusp of springtime. Its arrival, however, had
nothing to do with spring. Instead, it was about an
ongoing neglect and a lack of proper, steady nourishment
over the long winter months. All it took to cure the
disease was to reintroduce a consistent regimen of
vitamin C into their diets. Symptoms would dramatically
improve in as little as two weeks. 

You may be wondering why I’d bring up such a topic.
Scurvy is a medical condition, after all, not a spiritual one.
Still, it serves as a poignant metaphor for our spiritual
lives. Think about it. When we begin to feel spiritual
apathy, especially as women, when we feel worn down,
depleted, restless, easily offended, unable to forgive,
perhaps it is a sign that we’re also lacking something.
Perhaps it means we need to carve out a little time to
spend with our capital “C,” Jesus Christ. 

Life is so busy, especially for ministry wives. We have
family responsibilities, job responsibilities, church
responsibilities. But when we follow Jesus’ own model of
replenishment by withdrawing for a time “to the
wilderness to pray,” we find what we need—strength,
hope, wisdom, peace, reassurance, joy (Luke 5:16; see also
Matthew 14:23, Mark 1:35, and Luke 6:12). 

Continued next page

This Spring, Take Time to Replenish 
by Ginger McPherson, Director of Ministry Wives Ministry 
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When was the last time you carved out an hour in the
evening to spend with the Lord? When have you marked
your calendar and made a date with God and His Word,
just you and him? As we look ahead toward Easter, let’s be
intentional to choose to prioritize some time with our
Savior. Let’s remember that no one can pour from an
empty cup. To give ourselves the gift of time with Jesus is
the only way we can truly have anything to give to
another. And moreover, Jesus delights in you! He wants to
meet you whenever, wherever, however…He wants you
right where you are!

Also, if you’re feeling a little disconnected from a
community of girls who understand ministry life, I want to
encourage you to join our TMBN Ministry Wives
Facebook group. You’re not alone! We also meet in

person the second Tuesday of each month (during the
school year) at Panera Bread (1624 E. 15th St.) @6:30p.m.
All are welcome! Lastly, if you need prayer for anything at
all, don’t hesitate to reach out to me or complete this
form. I’d be honored to pray for you.  

  

When was the last
time you carved out

an hour in the
evening to spend

with the Lord? 

“This Spring, Take Time to Replenish” 
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Monday, April 1: Monthly Prayer
Breakfast at 9am at the TMBN Offices

Tuesday, April 9: Come to the
Table--Ministry Wives Meeting at
6:30pm at Panera Bread (1624 E 15th
ST, Tulsa, OK 74120)

Thursday, April 18: TMBN VBS
Training for All Workers at 6pm at
South Tulsa Baptist Church 

Thursday, April 25: Celebrating
Charlie Cruce -- 20th Anniversary at
TMBN: More details coming soon! //
RSVP Online (Reservations required
by April 22)

April Calendar
Changes? Additions? Questions?

Contact Susan Davis at
susan@tmbn.net
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Bixby, Bixby Church 0.00 0.00

Bixby, Broken Rice 0.00 0.00

Bixby, Broken Rice Church 1,500.00 1,500.00

Bixby, Crossroads 0.00 0.00

Bixby, Evergreen 1,666.67 3,333.34

Bixby, First 0.00 0.00

Bixby, New Beginning 0.00 1,250.00

Bixby, Riverview 187.34 333.50

Broken Arrow, Agape Chinese 0.00 0.00

Broken Arrow, Anthem Church 225.00 450.00

Broken Arrow, Arrow Heights 167.00 334.00

Broken Arrow, Aspen Park 0.00 50.00

Broken Arrow, BattleCreek Church 0.00 0.00

Broken Arrow, Clearview Baptist Church 100.00 200.00

Broken Arrow, County Line 0.00 0.00

Broken Arrow, Deaf Church at Battle Creek 0.00 0.00

Broken Arrow, Emmanuel Zo 219.00 676.00

Broken Arrow, First 87.50 87.50

Broken Arrow, Forest Ridge 113.72 222.14

Broken Arrow, Gloryland Baptist Church 70.00 70.00

Broken Arrow, Korean Church of Tulsa 0.00 0.00

Broken Arrow, New Life Baptist 208.00 208.00

Broken Arrow, Sequoyah Creek 287.00 287.00

Broken Arrow, South BA Baptist 196.92 393.78

Broken Arrow, Sunnyside 0.00 0.00

Broken Arrow, Tulsa Vietnamese 150.00 300.00

Claremore, King Road Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Collinsville, Eastside 69.05 141.63

Collinsville, First 580.47 1,212.69

Collinsville, Meadowview 0.00 0.00

Coweta, Community 0.00 0.00

Coweta, CrossPoint Baptist Church 0.00 2,764.30

Coweta, Jackson Grove Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Glenpool, First 418.08 418.08

Glenpool, Solid Rock 0.00 0.00

Inola, Trinity 0.00 0.00

Jenks, Beaver Street 45.54 226.37

Jenks, First 12,056.14 19,126.86

Jenks, Southside 0.00 0.00

Leonard, First, 0.00 0.00

Mannford, First 141.31 260.68

Mannford, New Hope 439.13 819.52

Mounds, Liberty Baptist Chapel 0.00 464.58

Muskogee, New Community Church 0.00 0.00

Owasso, Bethel Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Owasso, Central Baptist Church 866.63 1,677.67

Owasso, Cowboy Up Cowboy Church 0.00 0.00

Owasso, Dalton Hill 99.56 191.46

Owasso, First 1,669.02 4,762.48

Owasso, Freedom 100.00 200.00

Owasso, LAMB House Church 0.00 0.00

Owasso, The Refuge 220.39 350.92

Sand Springs, Angus Acres 0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, Broadway 0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, Calvary Baptist Church 106.56 173.06

Sand Springs, Church That Matters 209.24 209.24

Sand Springs, Hillspring Church 250.00 250.00

Sand Springs, Keystone Hills 0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, Limestone 0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, New Beginning 0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, New Covenant Baptist
Church

0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, Rimrock 0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, The Father's House 0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, Trinity 0.00 0.00

Sapulpa, Calvary Baptist 0.00 0.00

Sapulpa, Church Inside Out 624.75 624.75

Sapulpa, Coalition Church 0.00 0.00

Sapulpa, Faith 0.00 415.84

Sapulpa, First 0.00 0.00

Sapulpa, Foundation Church 0.00 0.00

Sapulpa, Native Stone Baptist Church 0.00 4,985.21

Sapulpa, South Heights 0.00 0.00

Sapulpa, The Way Church 50.00 100.00

Skiatook, Immanuel 50.00 100.00

Skiatook, Lakeview Southern 0.00 1,785.45

Skiatook, Riveted Church 0.00 0.00

Church Giving -- February & YTD 2024
Questions? Contact Susan Davis at susan@tmbn.net

Thank you for your church's gifts to the work of the Lord through Tulsa Metro Baptist Network
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Thank you for your church's gifts to the work of the Lord through Tulsa Metro Baptist Network

Sperry, First 66.68 147.43

Tulsa, Belview Baptist Church 42.80 107.68

Tulsa, Berryhill Baptist Church 0.00 107.17

Tulsa, Braden Park Baptist Church 0.00 665.00

Tulsa, Brookside Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Canyon Road Baptist Church 183.14 376.79

Tulsa, Centro Cristiano Eben-Ezer 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Church Inside Out @ Red Fork 624.75 624.75

Tulsa, Cognizant Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Concord Community Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Easton Heights 155.71 376.42

Tulsa, Eastwood 410.82 410.82

Tulsa, First 5,445.19 5,445.19

Tulsa, First Bowden 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, First Korean 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, First Slavic 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Garden City 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Garnett Road 100.00 200.00

Tulsa, Gilcrease Hills 50.00 50.00

Tulsa, Good News Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Greater Mount Rose Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Harbor of Grace 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Harvard Avenue 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Hispanic Agape 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Hope Fellowship Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Iglesia Bautista El Camino 50.00 50.00

Tulsa, Iglesia Bautista Emmanuel 0.00 252.57

Tulsa, Iglesia Evangelica 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Indian Fellowship 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, International 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Living Hope 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Living Water Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Memorial 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Mercyview 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Micronesia Chuukese Church-Living Hope 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Myanmar Zomi Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, New Hope Community 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, New Joy Fellowship 25.00 50.00

Tulsa, Nogales Avenue 30.00 30.00

Tulsa, Oakridge 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Oklahoma Hmong Baptist 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Olivet Baptist Church 1,194.37 2,536.24

Tulsa, Owen Park 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Palabras de Vida 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Parkview 384.14 384.14

Tulsa, Peniel Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Primera Iglesia Bautista 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Ranch Acres 165.00 330.00

Tulsa, Ridge Crest 122.60 122.60

Tulsa, Rose of Sharon 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Sequoyah Hills 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Skelly Drive 196.73 571.81

Tulsa, Sojourn Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, South Tulsa 333.33 333.33

Tulsa, Southern Hills 797.83 1,595.66

Tulsa, Southwood 208.33 416.66

Tulsa, Springdale 25.00 50.00

Tulsa, Springs of Grace Bible Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Trinity 210.73 210.73

Tulsa, Tulsa Hills Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Tulsa International 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Tulsa ZOMI Baptist Church 0.00 190.95

Tulsa, Turn Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, View Acres 271.33 271.33

Tulsa, Winnetka Heights 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Woodland Acres 265.12 676.27

Tulsa, ZBCM of Tulsa 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Zion Community Church 0.00 0.00

Turley, First 0.00 0.00

TOTAL $34,532.62 $67,539.59


