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WITH ALL MY HEART

by Charlie Cruce, Executive Director of
Missions-Treasurer

Priority Focus Teams tomorrow, September 28, at
1lam // A Team Meeting and Lunch at Noon

Tomorrow, our Priority Focus Teams will meet at 1Tam
at the TMBN Office. Those teams are Leader Care,
Church Health, and Church Planting/Replanting.
These teams are open to anyone. They are lead by
TMBN Pastors. Our Administrative Team (A Team) will
meet at Noon over a delicious lunch prepared by
Chris Francisco!

After a brief business meeting, open to everyone,
Pastor Hess Hester of Southern Hills Church, Tulsa,
will share with us about his work through Celebrate
Pastors in Recovery (CPR). Hess writes: “Many pastors
are hurting today in many different ways as we
continue to climb our way out of the pandemic.

Continued next page
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"With All My Heart"
continued from page 1

In fact, many have entertained quitting altogether. |
personally arrived at such a place of burnout back in
2006. It was at that time that | found Jesus Christ at
work through “Celebrate Pastors in Recovery (CPR). | look
forward to sharing with you.”

Let me encourage you to come tomorrow! Someone
might be so discouraged that you are ready to “throw in
the towel.” CPR is for you! Come found out about it!

TMBN Annual Celebration: Thursday, Oct. 26 @
Southern Baptist Hills Church, Tulsa - Register online
e 8:30am: Check in and light breakfast
e 9am Business Session /Worship/Guests

« Lunch at Noon PASTOR HESS HESTER
September 28

Guest Presenter:

James Emery White: the founding and senior pastor of
Mecklenburg Community Church in Charlotte, North
Carolina. Author of 20 books with the latest being,
Hybrid Church: Rethinking the Church for a Post- TMBN
Christian Digital Age! Copies of this book will be

available as long as they last. ANNUAL

CELEBRATION

Kicking off meeting:

Doug Melton, Pastor of Southern Hills Baptist Church,
OKC, Send Network Oklahoma Champion (Introduction:
Rusty Gunn, Senior Pastor, Church That Matters, Sand
Springs.

®ocrzs

° 8.20AM - 1.00PM MECKLENBURG COMMUNITY CHURCH

TMBN All Staff Christmas Fellowship Is November 30
. . . SOUTHERNNLLS Visit our Website
at 11:30am at Evergreen Baptist Church. Details coming BAPTIST CHURCH wuwf.tmbn.na@

soon (X X

2023 Big God Little Church Conference is in the books!
Thank you Pastor Manny Parker, New Hope Church,
Mannford, and thank you to following entities for
supporting this great event:

 New Hope Baptist Church: $100

e Cimarron Baptist Association: $200

e Potawatomi-Lincoln Baptist Association: $1,500
o Oklahoma Baptists $1,500

e Tulsa Metro Baptist Network $3,836

Press On,
Charlie Cruce

TMBN
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SEMINAR COMING ON THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12--
SEEING AROUND THE CORNERS: THE FUTURE OF
DISCIPLESHIP THROUGH GROUPS

by Jerry Jacobs, Director of Small Groups/Sunday School/Discipleship

"640K should be enough for anybody." That was said
by Bill Gates when predicting people's computing
needs a few decades ago. While the future is difficult
to predict with T00% accuracy, we can discern several
aspects of group life that will change--and other
aspects that will not change--as we move forward into
our post-COVID world of ministry. Through this
seminar, you and your leaders will discover how to
prepare your church and your groups to meet the
challenges ahead.

This seminar, led by Ken Braddy, is for pastors, church
staff, leaders and teachers in the areas of Small
Groups, Sunday School, and Discipleship. There will
be no charge for the seminar held on Thursday,
October 12, 6:30pm to 8:30pm, at the Tulsa Metro
Baptist Network Building. Light snacks will be
served. Please make your reservations by registering
online or call Susan Davis at 918-743-4545.

Ken Braddy is the Director of Sunday School for
Lifeway Christian Resources through which he
champions Sunday School as an author, blogger,
podcaster, and trainer. From 2010-2021 Ken served as
Lifeway’'s managing director for all adult ongoing
curriculum used by approximately 3M adults weekly.

He has served on three church staffs as a discipleship
pastor. His first church began as a mission with forty-
four people and grew to over 2400+ members,
becoming the fastest growing Sunday School in Texas
for more than seven years. Ken recently served a
church in the Nashville area helping it become the
fastest growing Sunday School in Tennessee pre-
COVID. When he is not serving as an interim church
staff leader or consultant, he teaches an ongoing
Bible study group at his church in Tennessee using
Lifeway's Explore the Bible series.

Ken has the largest active Sunday School blog in the
country (kenbraddy.com). He has authored and/or

Continued next column

compiled nine books on
Sunday School and small
groups and has written
numerous articles for Lifeway
Research, Facts & Trends
Magazine, Outreach.com, and
ChurchLeader.com. His 2019
book Breathing Life into
Sunday School has gone
through two reprints, and his
latest book, Breakthrough:
Creating a New Scorecard for
Group Ministry Success, was
released in August 2022. In
March 2023, Ken launched a
highly successful podcast for
ongoing groups called
Disciple-making In
Community with Ken Braddy,
where he enlists multiple
church practitioners per
episode to discuss current
trends in church education
ministry.

He and his wife, Tammy, have
been married for thirty-seven
years, have two grown sons,
and two grandchildren. He
loves good Tex-Mex and Texas
barbecue, and wishes he had
his high school car back, a 1978
Camaro.

Lead with a vision!
Jerry

Email: jerry@tmbn.net
Office: 918-743-4545
Cell: 918-809-7812
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THREE OPPORTUNITIES TO NETWORK

TOGETHER!

by Mike Lehew, Director of Partnerships/New Work

1. Renewing the Church Summit: October 2

Join Mark Clifton, Bob Bickford, and JimBo Steward
from the North American Mission Board as they bring
the Renewing the Church Summit to Tulsa. It will be
hosted at Church Inside Out @ Red Fork located at
2821 W. 40th Street in Tulsa // 9am-3:30pm // Lunch is
provided! Register online!

2. TMBN Church Leaders Cohort: Start To Finish
We started meeting every other Thursday at
Springdale Baptist Church at 9am. Our next dates are
Oct 5 and Oct 19. We are going through Mark Dance's
book, "Start to Finish.” This is a great space to pray
and be encouraged. (If there are any pastors who
can't meet during the day but would be interested in
getting together in the evenings, please let me know!)
Register online!

3. Serve Day 2023: Saturday, October 28
8:30am-Noon

Join us for our second annual TMBN Serve Day--an
opportunity for churches across our city to bless our
city! If you are interested in participating, please
contact Mike Lehew or Mike Hart from FBC, Tulsa.
Register online!

COGNIZANT
CHURCH

cognizantchurch.com
4050 Southwest Blvd, Tulsa, OK 74107
918-932-8155

Scott and Melissa planted Cognizant Church in September 2021. Your giving to the Tulsa
Metro Baptist Network helps fund their efforts in reaching the west side of Tulsa. Pray for
them as they reach their community and make disciples. Consider ways you can
encourage them and partner with them in ministry.

Tusa Metro Batit Netvwork

MIKE LEHEW

PARTNERSHIPS/
NEW WORK

Email: mike@tmbn.net
Office: 918-743-4545
Cell: 918-557-1558

Please pray for our Church Planters and
consider ways that your church could
come alongside them to pray for them
and help them as they get off the ground.

Pray for this Church Planter focus: Scott
and Melissa Bryan from Cognizant Church.

Ways to pray for Cognizant Church:

1.Pray for more space for our growing
children’s ministry.

2.This semester we are doubling our
small groups for the fall--pray for the
leaders and healthy small groups

3.We will be going on our first mission
trip to Seattle in 2024

4.Pray that the spirit of division would be
destroyed amongst some of our
ministries

5.We have a great partnership with the
schools. Pray that we will be able to say
yes to every need the schools present
our way


https://forms.gle/FYUbpg8isRvkXTXZ9
https://forms.gle/jw2Ri3fPyKowR8PaA
https://forms.gle/Be7cBSEHjFLXkjSZ6

TWO TRUTHS TO HELP YOU EMBRACE YOUR
ROLE AS A SPIRITUAL LEADER

by Ginger McPherson, Director of Ministry Wives Ministry

During our first ministry wives gathering last month, a
guestion came up. Have you ever had a season where
you felt reluctant to be called “pastor’s wife"? Perhaps

you dodged the label when a stranger asked what

you and your husband do. Perhaps you downplayed GINGER

the role when out with friends for dinner. Perhaps you \II

even slid into another isle at the grocery store in the GPHERSON

hopes of avoiding a church congregant shopping at MINISTRY WIVES MINISTRY
the same time.

As we discussed in our meeting, being a ministry wife
is undoubtedly a role of leadership. Whether we like it
or not, we do lead. Family, friends, neighbors, and
church members look to our lives as examples for
how to live, serve the Lord, and love others well. For
some, however, it can be difficult to embrace this role
because we feel inadequate, misunderstood, ill-
equipped, overwhelmed, or unable to fully be
ourselves. Whatever the reason, | wanted to give you

two truths I've learned along the way to help you Email: ginger@tmbn.net
better embrace your influential position in this season Office: 918-743-4545
as well as in any season it might seem difficult to do Cell: 918-409-0052
so.

You are called too.

Many women fall into the role of a ministry wife by
default. They fall in love and feel God leading them to
marry their husbands. With the marriage, however,
comes ministry, which can also bring along some
challenging questions for women. Does God really
want me to be a pastor’s wife? Can | fulfill this role?
Is God really calling me into ministry too? The answer
is a resounding yes! Nothing with God happens “by
default.” He has hand-selected you. He has chosen
you. In fact, who you are—your unique personality,
appearance, disposition, talents, strengths, and even
weaknesses—is exactly what God wants to use and is
already using to bring about His purposes in your
local church and your community.

Continued next page



“Two Truths to Help You Embrace Your Role as a Spiritual Leader”

eontinued from page 8

The only time the word “coincidence” appears in scripture is
in the parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10:31. In this

verse, Jesus says, “And by a coincidence a certain priest was

going down in that way, and having seen him, he passed
over on the opposite side.” The word “coincidence” here is
translated from the Greek word synkyrian. It's a
combination of the words sun (meanings “together with”)
and kurious (meaning “supreme in authority”). In essence,
the biblical definition of coincidence is “what happens
based on God’s sovereign arrangement of circumstances.” In
other words, random chance is not chance at all. Instead,
God knows the number of hairs on your head (Luke 12:7). He
knows the number of stars in the sky and has named every
one (Psalm 147:4). He knows what position He has placed
you in. You are right where He wants you to be. You are
called too.

God equips those He calls to lead.
To “equip” in another interesting word that appears in the
Bible. In the Greek, the word is karatismos. It's where our
English word for “artisan” (an artist or craftsman who works
with their hands to make things) derives. It first appears in
Matthew 4 when Jesus calls the two sets of brothers Peter
and Andrew, James and John. To the first two brothers,
Jesus declares, “Come, follow me, and | will send you out to
fish for people.” (v.19). For the latter two, however, we see
~em literally “equipping” or mending their nets as Jesus
_peaks (v. 21).

The action of “equipping.” surprisingly enough, is a tedious
one. It involves daily piecing twine and cords back together.
It requires time spent mending and shoring up these nets
so that they are ready to cast out for another day of work. To
apply this analogy, Jesus leads these four brothers and His

her disciples throughout Galilee. As He does, we see Him
take on the role of a kind of fisher of man. The disciples, in
turn, become like His nets. Yet, we also see Jesus regularly
tending to His disciples daily. He redirects or repairs their
thinking. He shores up their attitudes, strengthens their
courage, and even mends their hearts as they learn this new
role of partnering with Him to “fish for people.”

In a similar way, as we daily walk with Jesus and spend time
in His presence, He “equips” us too. He renews our minds
and strengthens our legs. He prepares us, trains us, and
shores us up. He even pieces our hearts back together when
needed. Ministry, at times, can feel like being cast out onto
unpredictable waves in wild, open waters. But if this
analogy holds true, Jesus holds us fast. His hands have a
firm grip on us. And even more, He will daily and faithfully
“‘equip” us for the work He has called us to do.

If you're feeling disconnected or
struggling with your role as a
ministry wife, | want to encourage
you to join our TMBN Ministry
Wives Facebook group! You're
not alone! If you're not on social
media, you can also connect by
email list. And if you need prayer
for anything at all, don’t hesitate
to reach out to me or complete
this form. I'd be honored to come
alongside you in prayer.

God calls and
equips those who
He calls.


http://www.facebook.com/groups/tmbnministrywives
http://www.facebook.com/groups/tmbnministrywives
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OCTOBER CALENDAR
Changes? Additions? Questions?
Contact Susan Davis at
susan@tmbn.net

¢ Monday, Oct 2: Monthly Prayer
Breakfast led by Billy Hatfield at 9am at
the TMBN Offices // RSVP Online

* Monday, Oct 2: Renewing the Church
Summit from 9am to 3:30pm at Church
Inside Out at Redfork // FREE (lunch
provided) // Guests: Mark Clifton, Bob
Bickford, and JimBo Steward from the
North American Mission Board // Register
Online

* Tuesday, Oct 10: Come to the Table--
Ministry Wives Meeting at 6:30pm at
Panera Bread (1624 E 15th ST, Tulsa, OK
74120)

e Thursday, Oct 12: Seeing Around the
Corners--The Future of Discipleship
Through Groups from 6:30pm to 8:30pm
at TMBN Offices // Led by Ken Braddly,
Director of Sunday School for Lifeway
Christian Resources. // Register Online

¢ Tuesday, Oct 17: FREE Pastor
Appreciation Banquet at 11:30am at
Evergreen Baptist Church (BottRadio
Network in Partnership with Tall Oaks
Coaching) // Speaker: Ross Hill of Tall Oaks
Coaching and author of best-selling
"Game On: Leaders Who Last." // Music:
Blake & Jenna Bolerjack // Register Online
by Oct 6

* Thursday, Oct 26: TMBN Annual
Celebration at Southern Hills Baptist
Church, Tulsa // Register Online // Guest
Speakers: James Emery White--the
founding and senior pastor of
Mecklenburg Community Church in
Charlotte, North Carolina; President of
Serious Times; a ministry that explores the
intersection of faith and culture and hosts
ChurchandCulture.org; ranked adjunctive
professor of theology and culture on the
Charlotte campus of Gordon-Conwell
Theological Seminary where he also
served as their fourth president; and
author of more than 20 books that have

been translated into ten languages. /
e Saturday, Oct 28: TMBN Serve Day

SAVE THE DATE!

e TMBN All Staff Christmas Fellowship Is
November 30 at 11:30am at Evergreen
Baptist Church // Guest: Byron Trimble //
Registration and cost coming soon!

See the TMBN online calendar for more
information on all these events and more!

RENEWING THE CHURCH
—— SUMMIT ——

Revitalization & Replanting strategies for church renewal

TULSA OKC
October 2, 2023 October 3, 2023

Church Inside Out @ Redfork Trinity OKC
2821 W 40th 5t, Tulsa, OK 1326 NW 23rd 51, Oklahoma City, OK
9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

FEATURING: MAMB REPLANT TEAM

Send Network | OKLAHOMA

APTISTS

SAVE THE DATE

. \‘SATURDAY. OCTOBER

v 28
A

8:30 A.M.-NOON
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CHURCH GIVING -- AUGUST & YTD

Questions? Contact Susan Davis at susan@tmbn.net

Bixby, Bixby Church 0.00 779.78 Mannford, First 120.12 1,165.82
Bixby, Crossroads 0.00 3.368.75 Mannford, New Hope 595.91 6,154.69
Bixby, Evergreen 1,666.67 [15,000.03 Mounds, Liberty Baptist Chapel 0.00 1,025.65
Bixby, First 0.00 0.00 Muskogee, New Community Church 0.00 0.00
Bixby. New Beginning 1250.00 11.250.00 Owasso, Bethel Baptist Church 0.00 1,050.00
Bixby. Riverview 40541 183032 Owasso, Central Baptist Church 768.04  |9,649.08
Broken Arrow, Agape Chinese 0.00 1,600.00 Owasso, Cowboy Up Cowboy Church 0.00 0.00
Broken Arrow, Anthem Church 225.00 1,875.00 Owasso, Dalton Hill 9050 95707
Broken Arrow, Arrow Heights 167.00 1,336.00 Owasso, First 228778 |21577.24
Broken Arrow, Aspen Park 50.00 500.00 Owasso. Freedom 0.00 600.00
Broken Arrow, BattleCreek Church 0.00 0.00 Owasso. LAMB House Church 0.00 25,00
Broken Arrow, Clearview Baptist Church 100.00 700.00 : . .
Owasso, The Refuge 315.18 2,732.08
Broken Arrow, County Line 0.00 385.98
Sand Springs, Angus Acres 0.00 487.50
Broken Arrow, Deaf Church at Battle Creek |0.00 0.00
Sand Springs, Broadway 0.00 0.00
Broken Arrow, Emmanuel Zo 0.00 1,923.00
- Sand Springs, Calvary Baptist Church 78.78 802.42
Broken Arrow, First 87.50 787.50
- Sand Springs, Church That Matters 264.94 2,794.50
Broken Arrow, Forest Ridge 118.27 835.08
Broken Arrow, Gloryland Baptist Church 71.00 659.00 Sand Springs, Hillspring Church 25000  [2.000.00
Broken Arrow, Korean Church of Tulsa 0.00 0.00 Sand Springs. Keystone Hills 0.00 0.00
Broken Arrow, New Life Baptist 14100 132800 Sand Springs. Limestone 0.00 0.00
Broken Arrow, Sequoyah Creek 356.00 [2379.00 Sand Springs, New Beginning 0.00 0.00
Broken Arrow, South BA Baptist 187.88  [1.979.33 ii”d Shp”“gsv New Covenant Baptist 0.00 0.00
urc
Broken Arrow, Sunnyside 315.79 1,603.09
Sand Springs, Rimrock 0.00 0.00
Broken Arrow, Tulsa Viethamese 150.00 1,350.00
- - Sand Springs, The Father's House 0.00 0.00
Claremore, King Road Baptist Church 0.00 200.00
— - Sand Springs, Trinity 0.00 0.00
Collinsville, Eastside 75.03 735.79
— - Sapulpa, Calvary Baptist 0.00 0.00
Collinsville, First 612.72 4,978.57
S Ipa, Ch h Inside Out 0.00 1,876.39
Collinsville, Meadowview 0.00 0.00 apuipa ureh inside Hu
Coweta, Community 000 0.00 Sapulpa, Dripping Springs 0.00 0.00
Coweta, CrossPoint Baptist Church 2,034.63 (4,534.63 Sapulpa, Faith 40200 405529
Coweta, Jackson Grove Baptist Church 0.00 0.00 Sapulpa, First 0.00 0.00
Glenpool, First 223.63 230946 Sapulpa, Foundation Church 0.00 1,000.00
Glenpool, Solid Rock 0.00 0.00 Sapulpa, Native Stone Baptist Church 0.00 4,662.15
Inola, Trinity 0.00 0.00 Sapulpa, South Heights 0.00 0.00
Jenks, Beaver Street 76.97 83511 Sapulpa, The Way Church 50.00 500.00
Jenks, First 358593 [37,098.52 Skiatook, Immanuel 50.00 400.00
Jenks, Southside 174.69 739.36 Skiatook, Lakeview Southern 0.00 2,882.96
Leonard, First, 0.00 0.00 Skiatook, Riveted Church 0.00 5,679.45

Thank you for your church's gifts to the work of the Lord through Tulsa Metro Baptist Network
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CHURCH GIVING -- AUGUST & YTD

Questions? Contact Susan Davis at susan@tmbn.net

Sperry, First 102.74 923.48 Tulsa, New Joy Fellowship 25.00 225.00
Tulsa, Belview Baptist Church 48.45 479,53 Tulsa, Nogales Avenue 30.00 290.00
Tulsa, Berryhill Baptist Church 201.98 84558 Tulsa, Oakridge 0.00 0.00
Tulsa, Braden Park Baptist Church 0.00 550.00 Tulsa, Oklahoma Hmong Baptist 0.00 0.00
Tulsa, Brookside Baptist Church 0.00 0.00 Tulsa, Olivet Baptist Church 1267.02 [10452.98
Tulsa, Canyon Road Baptist Church 169.72 147426 Tulsa, Owen Park 0.00 0.00
Tulsa, Centro Cristiano Eben-Ezer 0.00 0.00 Tulsa, Palabras de Vida 000 000
Tulsa, Church Inside Out @ Red Fork 1,271.70 2,496.72 Tulsa, Parkview 436.28 3.997.77
Tulsa. Cognizant Church 000 62500 Tulsa, Peniel Baptist Church 0.00 0.00
Tulsa, Concord Community Church 0.00 200.00 - - -
Tulsa, Primera Iglesia Bautista 0.00 0.00
Tulsa, Easton Heights 24524 1,889.99
Tulsa, Ranch Acres 150.00 1,350.00
Tulsa, Eastwood 439.48 3,312.66 -
Tulsa, Ridge Crest 0.00 0.00
Tulsa, First 2,494.94 30,331.13
- Tulsa, Rose of Sharon 0.00 0.00
Tulsa, First Bowden 0.00 0.00
Tulsa. First K 000 000 Tulsa, Sequoyah Hills 200.00 [600.00
ulsa, First Korean . X
Tulsa, First Slavic 0.00 200.00 Tulsa, Skelly Drive 170.34 1,987.34
Tulsa, Garden City 0.00 0.00 Tulsa, Sojourn Church 0.00 0.00
Tulsa, Garnett Road 100.00 875.00 Tulsa, South Tulsa 33333 2,999.97
Tulsa, Gilcrease Hills 000 10000 Tulsa, Southern Hills 795.33 7,157.64
Tulsa, Good News Church 0.00 0.00 Tulsa, Southwood 416.66 1,666.64
Tulsa, Greater Mount Rose Baptist Church |0.00 0.00 Tulsa, Springdale 0.00 150.00
Tulsa, Harbor of Grace 0.00 0.00 Tulsa, Springs of Grace Bible Church 0.00 0.00
Tulsa, Harvard Avenue 0.00 50.00 Tulsa, Trinity 24556  |3,063.46
Tulsa, Hispanic Agape 0.00 262.47 Tulsa, Tulsa Hills Baptist Church 0.00 0.00
Tulsa, Hope Fellowship Church 0.00 0.00 Tulsa, Tulsa International 0.00 0.00
Tulsa, Iglesia Bautista El Camino 50.00 450.00 Tulsa, Tulsa ZOMI Baptist Church 216.55 1,805.96
Tulsa, Iglesia Bautista Emmanuel 288.00 1,767.45 Tulsa, Turn Church 0.00 0.00
Tulsa, Iglesia Evangelica 0.00 0.00 Tulsa, View Acres 0.00 2186.72
Tulsa, Indian Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Tulsa, Winnetka Heights 0.00 0.00
Tulsa, International 0.00 0.00 Tulsa, Woodland Acres 27109  [2457.62
Tulsa, Living Hope 0.00 153.84 Tulsa, ZBCM of Tulsa 0.00 0.00
Tulsa, Living Water Baptist Church 0.00 0.00 Tulsa, Zion Community Church 14000  [1.502.00
Tulsa, M ial 0.00 499.98 .
disa, Memorta Turley, First 0.00 0.00
Tulsa, Mercyview 0.00 0.00
Tulsa, Micronesia Chuukese Church-Living Hope |0.00 69.71
Tulsa, Myanmar Zomi Baptist Church 0.00 0.00 TOTAL $27,557.78 |$2655358.49
Tulsa, New Hope Community 0.00 0.00

Thank you for your church's gifts to the work of the Lord through Tulsa Metro Baptist Network
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