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Dear Friends,

I want to thank you from the bottom of my
heart for your many prayers and expressions of
support as I have been recovering from back
surgery. I am making progress and physical
therapy is helping tremendously. I am not
ready to run a marathon yet, but I do believe
that God is healing my back for which Deb and
I are so grateful. I know of a pastor out state
who has had ten back surgeries and he is ten
years younger than I am, so I am trying to
follow my surgeon’s counsel.

 
Continued next page

 

With All My Heart
by Charlie Cruce, Executive Director of 
Missions-Treasurer

https://goo.gl/maps/hn3pV7oHmrXoWoV88
https://goo.gl/maps/hn3pV7oHmrXoWoV88
https://goo.gl/maps/hn3pV7oHmrXoWoV88
http://www.tmbn.net/
http://www.tmbn.net/
http://www.fb.com/tmbn.net
http://www.twitter.com/TMBNdotNET


"With All My Heart"
continued from page 1

Church Strengthening Initiative is tomorrow,
May 4, at the Baptist Building in OKC, from

9:30am till 4pm. Our own Chad Balthrop is
leading this event and Chad will knock it out of
the park with his presentation. Don’t miss this if
you can come!  Registration is closed but if you
are wanting to attend, please give Chad a call at
918.706.1980 and he will get you registered. 

I want to give a shout-out to Ginger McPherson
who recently took on the role of Director of
Ministry Wives Ministry, and she has gotten a
tremendous response of interest, especially from
some of the younger wives. Ginger recently lost
her Dad who was a retired pastor in Missouri. We
continue to lift up Ginger in this season of great
loss. Ginger feels a definite call to this ministry
and is working hard to reach out to all of our
ministry wives. Each one carries a huge load as
the help-mate of a husband in ministry.

Our own Pastor Chris Wall, FBC, Owasso, is our
State Convention President for Oklahoma
Baptists. Chris is an outstanding president, and
he is going out of his way to engage
pastors/leaders in some vital conversation in the
second year of his tenure. These important
conversations take place on the campus of
Oklahoma Baptist University, and next
conversation will take place in September. The
discussion will center around women’s
ordination, and you will not want to miss this
conversation.

Dear people--the summer months are here! Let
me encourage you to pray for one another during
these busy days! Preparation for summer camps,
VBS, and mission trips are in full swing! Pray and
encourage one another in these demanding days!

You are loved!

In His Grip,
Charlie Cruce
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A couple of months ago, I suggested a process for
a teaching plan that teachers could use in
preparing their Sunday morning lessons.  It was
one of many plans which may be used. Here is
another plan with actions you can take as you
prepare for a dynamic group time on Sundays,
with target days listed for each task. When you
prepare throughout the week, you not only
manage tasks better, but you will be a more
effective teacher. This preparation will also allow
you to include current events relevant for the
lesson.

1.  Evaluate and Record (Sunday) 
Evaluate the previous Bible study experience. 
 Record insights you gained about members and
their needs, actions to take, and general teaching
observations.

2.  Read the Bible Passage (Monday)
Read to identify key words, people, places, and
actions. 

3.  Study the Bible Passages (Monday and
Tuesday)
Define the key words, people, and places.  List
potential points of application.

4.  Identify a Goal (Tuesday and Wednesday)
Knowing your class, determine a central theme
for a lesson focus and what you hope to see
happen in the lives of the learners as a result of
this study.






Continued next page



PREPARING TO LEAD A GROUP BIBLE
STUDY EXPERIENCE: A TIMELINE
by Jerry Jacobs, Director of Small Groups/Sunday School/Discipleship



Follow-up actions (things you promised the
previous week)
Maintain contact (building relationships with
everyone on the class list)
Ministry actions (needs you promised to
meet).
Class planning/administration (organizing,
training, and leading)
Prayer requests (praying for the requests
shared by the class)
Prospect contacts (contacting guests and
prospects)

"PREPARING TO LEAD A GROUP BIBLE STUDY
EXPERIENCE: A TIMELINE"
continued from page 3

5. Develop a Group Time Plan (Wednesday)
Outline steps to introduce the lesson (why study
it, etc.), examine the Bible content, and move
people to application. Create a plan based on
the direction previously identified in Step 4.

6.  Gather, Review, and Refine (Friday)
Continue to refine you plan. Gather the items you
need to lead the group experience.

7.  Get there first!  (Sunday)
Make sure you are there in time to have the room
ready to go.  Greet learners as they arrive and
make possible assignments for the lesson, if
needed.

8.  Group Time (Sunday)
Follow your plan, adjusting as your go.  Work your
plan, knowing that every class experience will
take a few unexpected twists and turns.

Week Tasks Beyond Lesson Preparation

Cover everything you do in prayer: prayer for your
preparation, prayer for your delivery, and prayer
for your class members and their needs. Then, let
the Holy Spirit lead you as you lead your class!

Lead with a vision!

"When you prepare
throughout the

week, you not only
manage tasks

better, but you will
be a more effective

teacher." 



We like to make babies. This is evident in our six
incredible kids this side of heaven and three living
as part of a great cloud of witnesses. Three of our
kids were miscarried.

God is pro creation. He created procreation-
bringing forth offspring. How incredibly creative is
our Creator that He would create such an
incredible and enjoyable way to make babies! 

After the flood, God told Noah and his sons to “be
fruitful and multiply; Populate the earth
abundantly and multiply in it” (Genesis 9:7). In
Oklahoma language--”Go make babies.” These
babies are a heritage and gift from the Lord--the
fruit of the womb a reward and are arrows in the
hands of warriors (us as parents) (Psalm 127:3,4).
These arrows are meant to be launched, not
decorations, but launched to glorify Him!

It’s interesting that before Jesus ascended in
Matthew 28:18-20, He gave the order to spiritually
procreate--”Go make disciples.” In Oklahoma
language--”Go make spiritual babies.”

From Genesis to the end of Matthew, it is
sandwiched with GO AND MULTIPLY. But, we don’t
just stop at making babies or spiritual babies.

As parents, we raise them up in the admonition of
the Lord. Having babies is the fun part. The 18+
years are valleys and mountaintops.

As spiritual parents, we help them learn of Him,
believe Him, and obey His Words, and hopefully
baptize them.

Making spiritual babies is fun, but we can’t stop
there and leave them on the changing table. We
have to recognize that we have to go through the
highs and lows in this process as well.



Continued next page

Go Make Spiritual Babies
by Mike Lehew, Director of Partnerships/New Work



"Go Make Spiritual Babies"
continued from page 5

Just as with biological/adopted babies, we must
walk with them as children, then young adults, and
raise them up to eventually be godly parents who
in turn will raise up godly offspring. We must raise
them up as children, young men/women, and
eventually spiritual parents (1 John 2).

The struggle in the church today is we raise them
to the point of being spiritual young men/women,
but we rarely get to our disciples being spiritual
fathers/mothers: REPRODUCING DISCIPLES. I have
been convicted of late that I have gone and made
disciples through His power, but stopped short of
pushing them to make disciples themselves.

Does anyone else struggle or is it just me? I do a lot
of great things to advance the Gospel, but I tucker
out a lot of times and don’t go the distance in
making reproducing disciples. I am not going to
say it’s not happening, but it has only been by the
grace of God. And I understand, it’s only in His
power that this can happen. Apart from Him I can
do nothing.

Anyone interested in making spiritual babies and
seeing them become children who pursue Jesus--
young men/women who engage the Gospel in their
lives and mothers/fathers of the faith who will
reproduce disciples?  

Do you need someone to help come alongside you
in the journey?

Maybe like me, you have wanted to sharpen your
spiritual skills and be intentional in making
reproducing disciples. Maybe like me, you want to I
want to leave behind excuses and leave a heritage
(Psalm 127).

One thing we have started doing is “training center”
which is meant to help do exactly what this article
speaks of. 

Continued next column



It is an intentional effort to
raise up disciple makers. We
just completed our third
semester.

Do you have a strategy to raise
up disciple makers? 

If interested, I would love to
talk with you!

***

Please keep praying for our
Church Plants: Hope
Fellowship, Cognizant Church,
Sequoyah Creek, Micronesia
Chuukese Church, Broken Rice
Baptist Church, The Refuge,
and Bixby Church.

"Go make spiritual
babies and see
them become

reproducing
disciples."



Books could be written (and probably have!) on
the unique role of the ministry wife. After all,
everyone seems to have an opinion on the
subject. Nearly everyone holds certain
expectations about who a ministry wife should
be, whether it’s her personality, demeaner,
appearance, dress, parenting style, or her service
within the local church. 

But what does God think? What expectations
does He really hold? 

The truth might surprise you. The Bible doesn’t
list ANY special expectations of a ministry wife
beyond what should be expected from any other
member within the body of Christ. In Ephesians
5-6, Paul offers practical wisdom on marriage
and parenting. In 1 Timothy 3, Paul shares
practical guidance for overseers and deacons.
But nowhere in scripture are ministry wives
singled out and given special instructions.
Instead, the Bible provides nourishing real-life
examples of women from all different
backgrounds, personalities, strengths and
weaknesses through which any woman,
including ministry wives, can glean wisdom and
emulate. What a freeing reality! 

1. God doesn’t expect perfection. Rarely does a

Sunday go by when I don’t have at least one
person come up to me and say, “I was watching
your family during worship!” It’s usually paired
with some kind of compliment: “Your family is
such a model for our family!” or “You and your
family look so perfect sitting together on the
front row!”

Continued next page

What Does God Expect of a Ministry
Wife?
by Ginger McPherson, Director of Ministry Wives Ministry 



continued from page 7

I smile and graciously say thank you, but
I cringe a little on the inside because I
don’t like feeling watched and my family
isn’t perfect. We’re human, just like you
and just like everybody else. During
these moments, I choose to refocus and
rest in the knowledge that God doesn’t
expect perfection. I also choose to
remember God doesn’t stand up in a
balcony staring. No, He’s right here with
me wherever I go. And He’s with you too,
as close as whisper, as close as a prayer. 

2. God doesn’t want performance. As a

ministry wife, others’ expectations often
make me feel like I need to perform.
While there is great wisdom in choosing
discretion, being guarded, and living
selfless, we also have to remember God
doesn’t have the same expectations as
others do. Therefore, we don’t have to
perform. We can be real with Him. Raw
and real. We can download with Him in
prayer everything going on in our hearts
and in our lives at any time, knowing He
won’t judge or misunderstand us.
Instead, He’ll love us unconditionally and
offer us abundant grace. 

3. God doesn’t need unrealistic
participation. When I was a child, my

father was a bi-vocational minister. Due
to the small size of the congregation, my
mother played the piano. My sister and I
sang the “specials.” Unfortunately, none
of us had exceptional musical talent. But
as part of a ministry family, that’s what
you did. Nowadays, however, technology
and many new resources are available. 

Continued next column

You don’t need to feel pigeonholed as a
ministry wife into one form of spiritual
service if it doesn’t suit you well. God
expects ministry wives to be themselves
and to use their own unique talents and
skills in a balanced (not excessive) way to
serve the greater body of Christ, just like
any other church member. Ultimately, it’s
God’s job to provide for His church. He
will make a way for the things He wants
to transpire. 

As I said in the beginning, books could
be written, so I’ll stop for now. Just know
you are being prayed for, many of you by
name. If you haven’t joined our private
Facebook group, do so here. If you’re not

on Facebook, join our email list here
instead. And lastly, if you need prayer for
anything at all, don’t hesitate to reach
out to me or fill out our prayer form here.

You’re made of strong stuff, ministry
wives, and God’s got your back!

"What Does God Expect of a Ministry Wife?"

"The Bible doesn't

list ANY special

expectations of a

ministry wife

beyond what

should be expected

from any other

member within the

body of Christ."

http://www.facebook.com/groups/tmbnministrywives
https://forms.gle/8GDMdZ2QFg9CNyCJ7
https://forms.gle/aDMqPNVzJo9JXeby5


May Calendar
Changes? Additions? Questions?
Contact Susan Davis at
susan@tmbn.net

Monday, May 1: · Prayer Breakfast at 9am,
at TMBN // No scheduled breakfasts for
June, July, August -- will resume in
September

Thursday, May 4: National Day of Prayer
(nationaldayofprayer.org)

Postponed--Thursday, May 11: TMBN
FUEL is postponed for May 2023--watch
this space for upcoming dates!

Thursday, May 25: TMBN Team Meetings
and A-Team Lunch at TMBN (Meetings at
11am / Lunch at Noon) // RSVP online //
No meetings in June or July--will resume
August 31.

 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=tulsametrobaptistnetwork%40gmail.com&ctz=America%2FChicago
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=tulsametrobaptistnetwork%40gmail.com&ctz=America%2FChicago
https://www.nationaldayofprayer.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd7DgaArY_YQbvwfIkvYK2f90FGfEYusKiMbdJReCy0zudNKQ/viewform
http://www.nationaldayofprayer.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd7DgaArY_YQbvwfIkvYK2f90FGfEYusKiMbdJReCy0zudNKQ/viewform


Bixby, Bixby Church 65.16 375.16

Bixby, Crossroads 0.00 0.00

Bixby, Evergreen 3,333.34 6,666.68

Bixby, First 0.00 0.00

Bixby, New Beginning 0.00 2,500.00

Bixby, Riverview 174.65 606.53

Broken Arrow, Agape Chinese 100.00 1,300.00

Broken Arrow, Anthem Church 400.00 800.00

Broken Arrow, Arrow Heights 167.00 501.00

Broken Arrow, Aspen Park 50.00 200.00

Broken Arrow, BattleCreek Church 0.00 0.00

Broken Arrow, Clearview Baptist Church 0.00 200.00

Broken Arrow, County Line 0.00 0.00

Broken Arrow, Deaf Church at Battle Creek 0.00 0.00

Broken Arrow, Emmanuel Zo 0.00 569.00

Broken Arrow, First 87.50 262.50

Broken Arrow, Forest Ridge 96.14 292.68

Broken Arrow, Gloryland Baptist Church 57.00 218.00

Broken Arrow, Korean Church of Tulsa 0.00 0.00

Broken Arrow, New Life Baptist 0.00 482.00

Broken Arrow, Sequoyah Creek 400.00 570.00

Broken Arrow, South BA Baptist 213.04 874.63

Broken Arrow, Sunnyside 555.68 555.68

Broken Arrow, Tulsa Vietnamese 300.00 600.00

Claremore, King Road Baptist Church 0.00 200.00

Collinsville, Eastside 84.85 314.39

Collinsville, First 1,215.58 1,835.82

Collinsville, Meadowview 0.00 0.00

Coweta, Community 0.00 0.00

Coweta, CrossPoint Baptist Church 0.00 1,000.00

Coweta, Jackson Grove Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Glenpool, First 435.49 1,137.56

Glenpool, Solid Rock 0.00 0.00

Inola, Trinity 0.00 0.00

Jenks, Beaver Street 84.16 183.90

Jenks, First 5,095.09 15,407.63

Jenks, Southside 57.68 238.53

Leonard, First 0.00 0.00

Church Giving -- March & YTD
Questions? Contact Susan Davis at susan@tmbn.net

Mannford, First 143.00 413.83

Mannford, New Hope 685.47 2,695.13

Mounds, Liberty Baptist Chapel 284.66 554.69

Muskogee, New Community Church 0.00 0.00

Owasso, Bethel Baptist Church 525.00 525.00

Owasso, Central Baptist Church 2,076.62 5,057.93

Owasso, Cowboy Up Cowboy Church 0.00 0.00

Owasso, Dalton Hill 143.39 398.90

Owasso, First 2,478.15 7,753.04

Owasso, Freedom 100.00 400.00

Owasso, LAMB House Church 0.00 0.00

Owasso, The Refuge 257.55 900.07

Sand Springs, Agape Hispanic 0.00 107.04

Sand Springs, Angus Acres 115.00 254.17

Sand Springs, Broadway 0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, Calvary Baptist Church 116.87 303.74

Sand Springs, Church That Matters 257.96 949.96

Sand Springs, Hillspring Church 500.00 750.00

Sand Springs, Keystone Hills 0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, Limestone 0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, New Beginning 0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, New Covenant 0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, Rimrock 0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, The Father's House 0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, Trinity 0.00 0.00

Sapulpa, Calvary Baptist 0.00 0.00

Sapulpa, Church Inside Out 413.54 1,058.91

Sapulpa, Dripping Springs 0.00 0.00

Sapulpa, Faith 403.50 1,263.76

Sapulpa, First 0.00 0.00

Sapulpa, Foundation Church 0.00 1,000.00

Sapulpa, Native Stone Baptist Church 0.00 4,662.15

Sapulpa, South Heights 0.00 0.00

Sapulpa, The Way Church 50.00 150.00

Skiatook, Immanuel 50.00 150.00

Skiatook, Lakeview Southern 0.00 0.00

Skiatook, Riveted Church 0.00 2,464.80

Thank you for your church's gifts to the work of the Lord through Tulsa Metro Baptist Network



Church Giving -- March & YTD
Questions? Contact Susan Davis at susan@tmbn.net

Thank you for your church's gifts to the work of the Lord through Tulsa Metro Baptist Network

Sperry, First 123.33 238.01

Tulsa, Belview Baptist Church 60.58 186.13

Tulsa, Berryhill Baptist Church 148.49 210.43

Tulsa, Braden Park Baptist Church 0.00 550.00

Tulsa, Brookside Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Canyon Road Baptist Church 361.26 552.73

Tulsa, Centro Cristiano Eben-Ezer 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Church Inside Out @ Red Fork 0.00 1.40

Tulsa, Cognizant Church 0.00 300.00

Tulsa, Concord Community Church 200.00 200.00

Tulsa, Easton Heights 468.75 733.60

Tulsa, Eastwood 0.00 1,133.78

Tulsa, First 5,099.22 16,623.25

Tulsa, First Bowden 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, First Korean 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, First Slavic 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Garden City 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Garnett Road 100.00 325.00

Tulsa, Gilcrease Hills 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Good News Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Greater Mount Rose Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Harbor of Grace 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Harvard Avenue 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Hispanic Agape 0.00 49.14

Tulsa, Hope Fellowship Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Iglesia Bautista El Camino 50.00 150.00

Tulsa, Iglesia Bautista Emmanuel 299.15 732.15

Tulsa, Iglesia Evangelica 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Indian Fellowship 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, International 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Living Hope 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Living Water Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Memorial 249.99 499.98

Tulsa, Mercyview 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Myanmar Zomi Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, New Hope Community 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, New Joy Fellowship 25.00 75.00

Tulsa, Nogales Avenue 60.00 140.00

Tulsa, Oakridge 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Oklahoma Hmong Baptist 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Olivet Baptist Church 2,591.82 4,122.17

Tulsa, Owen Park 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Palabras de Vida 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Parkview 502.36 1,494.06

Tulsa, Peniel Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Primera Iglesia Bautista 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Ranch Acres 150.00 600.00

Tulsa, Ridge Crest 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Rose of Sharon 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Sequoyah Hills 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Skelly Drive 205.22 883.20

Tulsa, Sojourn Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, South Tulsa 666.66 1,333.32

Tulsa, Southern Hills 795.33 3,180.99

Tulsa, Southwood 208.33 416.66

Tulsa, Springdale 0.00 150.00

Tulsa, Springs of Grace Bible Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Trinity 0.00 1,024.58

Tulsa, Tulsa Hills Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Tulsa International 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Tulsa ZOMI Baptist Church 296.58 296.58

Tulsa, Turn Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, View Acres 283.67 869.66

Tulsa, Winnetka Heights 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Woodland Acres 230.58 848.71

Tulsa, ZBCM of Tulsa 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Zion Community Church 144.00 517.00

Turley, First 0.00 0.00

TOTAL $34,893.39 $108,142.34


