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Dear TMBN Pastors and Churches, 

Please read the letter below from our brother
and fellow pastor, Bro. Seikam Touthang, of
Peniel Baptist Church in Tulsa. Many of you know
Pastor Seikam as he’s been hanging out with us
for more than twenty years. 

His people need our help, and he is our “go to
guy” to provide that help. Please read his appeal
letter and if you have any questions, please feel
free to call him, Jerry Jacobs, or myself. 
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With All My Heart
by Charlie Cruce, Executive Director of 
Missions-Treasurer
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"With All My Heart"
continued from page 1

Thank you for giving attention to this appeal.
Let’s all join in and be a part of the help that is
needed with these dear people in India. 

In His grip,
Charlie Cruce

***

Dear Pastors and Church Members of Tulsa
Metro Baptist Network:

On May 11, our SBC Morning Briefing email
contained an article which exposed the turmoil
our fellow believers in the northeastern part of
India. More than fifty churches have been amid
political unrest in India. The political turmoil
and tension have erupted in violence between
the Hindu population and minority Christian
groups, especially in the states of Manipur,
Imphal, and Churachandpur. The conflict has
been between the majority Hindu people group
(60 percent of Manipur’s populations) known as
“Meiteis,” and several minority or “tribal”
Christians groups such as the “Chin,” “Mizo,”
Zomi,” “Zo,” and “Kuki.”

Many attacks have been reported against our
fellow believers in this part of the world. Along
with over 200 churches being destroyed, there
has been the destruction and looting of more
than 1,000 other buildings, resulting in
thousands being left homeless and fleeing to
find safety, as well as more than 300 being
reported injured and more than 60 have died. 
 Many Christians suspect foul play from the
government, partially due to the demolition of
several churches by the state government as
part of an eviction drive last month. Emergency
camps are being set up in the Kangpokpi
District and Churachandpur.

Continued next column

We are reaching out to you, our
TMBN family of churches, asking
for both prayer and financial
support. Many of our Christian
friends still have their property
but their homes have been
burned. All the money received
will go directly to meet the
physical needs of the displaced
Christians. Check donations
should be payable to Peniel
Baptist Church, which is a TMBN
church, with the designation: 
 Manipur Emergency Fund.
Please let us know if you would
like to receive a financial report. 
 I would be more than willing to
come and visit with your church
and/or leadership about this
critical need in India. If you, or
someone in your church, is
interested in taking a mission
trip to Manipur, please let me
know and I will help you set up a
mission initiative there.  Our
efforts to help in northeast India
are supported by the Tulsa Metro
Baptist Network.  

Sincerely Yours,

Seikam Touthang, Senior Pastor
Peniel Baptist Church
10310 South Sheridan Road
Tulsa, Ok 74133
sktouthang@pbctulsa.org
918-798-1163

  



I was raised in Daingerfield, Texas and saved, at
the age of 17, through the First United Methodist
Church there.  In my junior year at the University
of Texas in Austin, I joined Hyde Park Baptist
Church.  Two years later, I enrolled in and
graduated from Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth and years
later worked on my doctorate at Midwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary in Kansas City.  I
share all of that in order to say that I chose to be
a Southern Baptist!  I do get discouraged with

some of the things that we, as Southern Baptists,
argue about.  Some things are worthy of such
arguments, while other things are not.  With our
SBC Annual Meeting coming up in June, I
thought this might be a good time for us to take
stock and remind ourselves about all the “right”
things we do as Southern Baptists.
 
I recently read an article written by David W.
Johnson, Executive Director of the Arizona
Mission Network for Southern Baptists.  Johnson
was speaking to a group of pastors at an
associational meeting in their state.  While the
tendency is to dwell on the negative things of
Southern Baptists (Why we do that, I do not
know.  The world will do it enough for us!),
Johnson had been encouraged by the local
associational mission strategist to talk about
what is good about being a Southern Baptist
right now.  He made a top 10 list, then it grew to
a dozen, then 15.  Finally, he stopped at 18
reasons because he knew his time would be
limited.  As Johnson said, “The sum total of the
list was more powerful than the specifics of it.”  

Here is what he shared:





Continued next page



Eighteen Good Things About Being a
Southern Baptist Right Now
by Jerry Jacobs, Director of Small Groups/Sunday School/Discipleship



We are reaching the nations together through
the International Mission Board to address the
world’s greatest problem: lostness!
We are planting new churches together in our
state and across North America through the
North American Mission Board.
We are preparing people for all kinds of ministry
through our seminaries around the country.
We are not doing nothing about sexual abuse.
We have recognized the problem and are taking
action to address it.
We are helping people in crisis through Disaster
Relief in places that have experienced
devastating events like hurricanes, tornadoes,
fire and floods.
We are responding to human needs around the
world through Send Relief in refugee camps,
clean water wells and famine projects.
We are staying true to biblical truth as
expressed in our shared confession, The Baptist
Faith and Message (2000).
We are helping churches share the Gospel
through evangelism training and equipping,
partnering with the North American Mission
Board.
We are helping feed the poor through hunger
relief funds provided by the World Hunger
Offering.
We are reaching college students with the
Gospel through collegiate ministries on
campuses around the country.
We are responding to children and families in
need through children’s homes and family
ministries in our states.
We are working to revitalize and replant
churches in our local associations.
We have a resource for advocacy and expertise
dealing with political issues that affect us
through the Ethics & Religious Liberty
Commission.
We are taking care of retired pastors and their
widows in need through Mission: Dignity.

"Eighteen Good Things About Being a Southern Baptist
Right Now"
continued from page 3
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We are the most ethnically
diverse denomination in
America, which gives us
greater strength and a
stronger witness to the
world.
We have a network of state
conventions and local
associations to partner
together for more effective
ministry and mission work.
We have the best resource
for Bible study and
discipleship materials in the
world through Lifeway
Christian Resources.
We still have the best
missionary supporting
system on the planet, the
Cooperative Program!
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“After sharing this list, I told the
pastors that it made me realize
again that it really is good to be
a Southern Baptist, in spite of
all the turmoil!”

Lead with a vision! 

(And be grateful you are a
Southern Baptist!)




We are reaching the
nations together to
address the world's

lostness!



Two of the hardest things I have ever done in my
life are:
1. Planting a Church
2. Replanting a Church

Over the course of the last six years, we have been
on this incredible journey that has left me
sometimes wondering what I have gotten myself
into and at other times thinking, "THIS IS
AWESOME!"

There are a few lessons that I have learned
through the story of David and Goliath through
my church plant/replanting experience.

1. Stop shouting and giving battle cries and do
something about the darkness 
(1 Samuel 17:20)
For forty days and nights, Goliath would strut
himself in front of the Israelite army.  For forty
days and nights the Israelite army would leave for
the battlefield with shouts and battle cries (17:20).

There is a place for planning.  There is a place for
meetings.  So many times though, I recognized
that through meetings, there was this paralysis
that happened due to much analysis.  Talking
about stuff sometimes kept me consumed with
fear.

The biggest shouting and battle cry match takes
place on Twitter for most pastors.  Have you seen
that sewage that keeps us fighting with one
another?

I remember being on staff and every week we
were paralyzed by our six hour staff meetings.  We
analyzed things to death which in turn created in-
fighting in our church.



Continued next page

Lessons in Church Planting/Replanting
from David
by Mike Lehew, Director of Partnerships/New Work



"Lessons in Church Planting/Replanting from David"
continued from page 5

2. Stop giving excuses for others
"You're only a boy and he's been a man of war since
his youth" (v. 33).
I used that excuse before I planted a church. I was
too young.  I needed more experience.  I have
always been the number two guy--how in the
world could I be the lead guy?

We have to stop giving excuses to push back
darkness, and we have to stop giving excuses for
not engaging our kids and students in the battle. 
 They can handle more than you think they can.

I also learned that I had to stop giving excuses for
others.  I had to learn to take them as they are and
help develop them.

3. Stop wearing other people's armor (v. 38,39)
You can turn your phone or computer on and there
are always 5 tips to "the next best great idea." 
 There are SO MANY great ideas.  I have read the
latest and greatest books on the next great thing
by the latest and coolest author, but one thing I
had to learn is that someone else's armor or idea
wasn't going to be what pushed back darkness in
my context.  I could take their wisdom.  I could
take their ideas, but when all was said and done, I
had to make it my own in my context.

I had to seek the Lord and do what I have done all
these years.  It's tempting to do what others are
doing, but that isn't what God called me to do.

So David picked up five smooth stones, and I am
sure that he became a laughingstock among the
Israelites.  When we choose to do something
different to push back darkness, sometimes,
actually many times, it won't make sense.

AND can I give you a bit of freedom?  You don't
always have to do it like everyone else.

Continued next column



4. Someone has to go!
The Israelites were in their
camp and living in fear and
wondering who was going to
go against Goliath.

I had to take the first step if I
was asking my church to do
something.  I had to be the
guinea pig.  It never worked
well when I told my church to
do something that I myself
wasn't doing.

5. We need to carry our staff
and our sling
David was a shepherd and a
warrior.  I am guessing that in
carrying his staff, there was
hope for a mutual end to the
conflict.  David was prepared,
but it came down to having to
kill Goliath because Goliath
smeared the name of God.

I too have learned to carry
both. My aim is to shepherd in
every situation, but there have
been a lot of situations that I
have had to use my sling to
cut off the enemy.

I thought I always had to be
nice.  Having the gift of mercy
and leading can create quite a
bit of tension.  But I learned
that there are times I need to
shepherd people towards
solutions and there are other
times, where I have to stop
someone from creating more
damage.

Continued next page

***



"Lessons in Church Planting/Replanting from David"
continued from page 6

6. Start trusting
I wish I had as much faith as David did.  "You come
to me with sword, spear and javelin, but I come to
you in the name of the Lord of Heaven's Armies--
the God of the armies of Israel, who you have
defied.  Today THE LORD will conquer you, and I
will cut off your head" (v. 46).

Oh man, how many times did I wrestle my
problems in my own strength over these past six
years?  Notice that David said that THE LORD
would conquer Goliath.  David took no credit.

I have trusted too much in my gifts.  I have trusted
too much in what I have known.  And, every time, I
failed.

We have the Lord of Heaven's Armies on our side!
WOW!  How I forget that so often.

If you have gone through the church planting or
replanting process, what lessons have you learned?  
One thing that has helped me in this journey is our
associational family along with our church planters
who are in the trenches.  It's been a conversation or
a phone call or text that sometimes has kept me
going.

As we move towards the summer, don't forget to
pray and encourage our church planters.  Could
you send someone in our network an encouraging
text, phone call, or take them out to lunch?  Maybe
you need that--maybe you need that encouraging
text, phone call, or lunch--let me know and I would
love to take you to lunch.  

Let's Push Back Darkness Together!
Mike




Stop shouting and
giving battle cries--

do something
about the darkness.



As a ministry wife, I wish I was perfect. Don’t you?
I wish I could say the right things at the right
time. I wish I could do the right things too. I wish
I could quote scripture accurately, to not be so
sensitive, to remember my Bible while wrangling
my kids out the door. And, by golly, I wish my
hair didn’t frizz like a crazed poodle when its
humid, which usually happens on Sunday
morning, like clockwork. 

To desire perfection, after all, does make perfect
sense. Our culture puts tons of pressure on
women to have it all together, physically,
emotionally, vocationally, relationally. And
church congregations add even more pressure
for ministry wives—unique and often
contradicting pressures that leave us confused
and overwhelmed. But I’ve got a secret to tell
those of you who are recovering perfectionists
like me: being a “perfect” ministry wife is
overrated. Even more so, God doesn’t expect
perfection. He doesn’t even want it. 

God Uses the Imperfect
When I read the Bible, I’m astounded by how
imperfect so many of its main players are.
Abraham, Jacob, David, Peter, Paul. Sarah,
Rachel, Esther, Mary Magdalene, Martha. God
used each and every one of these people in
profound ways. He weaved their story into His
greater love story because at its core, the Bible is
about redemption. It’s about recovery,
reconciliation, restoration, and salvation. Not
perfection.

Success and Perfection are not Synonyms
Another revelation the Bible shows is great
success happens in spite of human
imperfections. 

Continued next page

Why Being Perfect Is Overrated
by Ginger McPherson, Director of Ministry Wives Ministry 



continued from page 8

Success is not wholly dependent upon us;
rather, it’s dependent upon God working
through us (and sometimes in spite of us)
to bring about His plans and His glory. Of
course, God wants us to live with spiritual
maturity and integrity, by loving others as
we would ourselves, but in no way is
spiritual success synonymous with
perfection—not in our churches, in our
families, or even within ourselves. 

“Grace Upon Grace”
When we strive for perfection, we
inherently miss the all-encompassing
power of grace—“grace upon grace.”  Grace,
after all, is God’s favor freely given. Grace is
God’s undeserved kindness poured out. It
doesn’t come because of what we do, or
whether we’ve earned it, or how well we fit
into the traditional role of “pastor’s wife.”
No, it comes in heaps from “[H]is fullness,”
not ours. John 1:16-17 declares, “Indeed, we
have all received grace upon grace from
his fullness, for the law was given
through Moses; grace and truth through
Jesus Christ” (John 1:16-17, CSB). 

I like to think God’s grace is like a rolling
river on a hot, summer day. When we sit on
the river bank, we can hear the river’s
sound. We can even see its beauty. But
only when we step in and feel the cool
water flowing between our toes, around
our ankles, and all the way up to our
shoulders do we truly experience
refreshment and rest for our souls.  

When I was young, I had a dream. I was
sitting cross-legged on the banks of a
crisp, clean river making mud pies. I
sculpted those mud pies and stacked
them. I prettied them up as best I could,
desperately trying to make them perfect. I
completely exasperated myself, in fact.

Continued next column

Yet the mud kept escaping. It kept running
down my arms, dripping off my elbows. In
that moment, I didn’t hear a voice. I didn’t
see a person, yet I felt God’s Spirit nudge
me to go to the river. So, to the river I went.
I put my hands in first, then arms, and
eventually my whole self, clear up to my
waist. I watched all the mud slide off and
completely disappear. I might have been
dreaming, but if that river is grace, I hope I
live my whole life there. And I hope you
live your whole life there too, especially
your ministry life, in those freeing cleansing
waters. So, ladies, let’s not seek whatever
our personal subjective version of
perfection is this summer. It truly is
overrated and as useless as making mud
pies. Instead, let’s wade into the cool,
thirst-quenching grace-streams of God. 

And if you’re looking for more ways to
connect, meet us for coffee! See the
accompanying image for more details.
Also, come join our TMBN Ministry Wives
Facebook group! If you’re not the social

media type, you can instead join our email
list, so that you don’t miss out on any

events or encouraging content. And, as
always, if you need prayer for any reason,
click here. I’d be honored to pray for you! 

"Why Being Perfect Is Overrated"

http://www.facebook.com/groups/tmbnministrywives
https://forms.gle/8GDMdZ2QFg9CNyCJ7
https://forms.gle/aDMqPNVzJo9JXeby5
http://www.tmbn.net/index.php/en/priorityteams/leader-care/ministrywivesministry


No Large-Group Meetings in June or
July: Pray for our churches as they
conduct summer camps, VBS, Backyard
Bible Clubs, mission trips, and more!

Ministry Wives Coffee Meet-Up (Four
dates to choose from--or come to all!) 
June 8, June 20, July 6. and July 18! All at
6:30pm. See the announcement to the
right for more information.

 

June/July Calendar
Changes? Additions? Questions?
Contact Susan Davis at
susan@tmbn.net

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=tulsametrobaptistnetwork%40gmail.com&ctz=America%2FChicago
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=tulsametrobaptistnetwork%40gmail.com&ctz=America%2FChicago
http://www.tmbn.net/index.php/en/priorityteams/leader-care/ministrywivesministry


Bixby, Bixby Church 78.96 454.12

Bixby, Crossroads 1,669.38 1,669.38

Bixby, Evergreen 1,666.67 8,333.35

Bixby, First 0.00 0.00

Bixby, New Beginning 2,500.00 5,000.00

Bixby, Riverview 212.48 819.01

Broken Arrow, Agape Chinese 0.00 1,300.00

Broken Arrow, Anthem Church 0.00 800.00

Broken Arrow, Arrow Heights 167.00 668.00

Broken Arrow, Aspen Park 50.00 250.00

Broken Arrow, BattleCreek Church 0.00 0.00

Broken Arrow, Clearview Baptist Church 100.00 300.00

Broken Arrow, County Line 0.00 0.00

Broken Arrow, Deaf Church at Battle Creek 0.00 0.00

Broken Arrow, Emmanuel Zo 340.00 909.00

Broken Arrow, First 87.50 350.00

Broken Arrow, Forest Ridge 127.23 419.91

Broken Arrow, Gloryland Baptist Church 58.00 276.00

Broken Arrow, Korean Church of Tulsa 0.00 0.00

Broken Arrow, New Life Baptist 282.00 764.00

Broken Arrow, Sequoyah Creek 300.00 870.00

Broken Arrow, South BA Baptist 278.42 1,153.05

Broken Arrow, Sunnyside 463.24 1,018.92

Broken Arrow, Tulsa Vietnamese 0.00 600.00

Claremore, King Road Baptist Church 0.00 200.00

Collinsville, Eastside 104.12 418.51

Collinsville, First 681.84 2,517.66

Collinsville, Meadowview 0.00 0.00

Coweta, Community 0.00 0.00

Coweta, CrossPoint Baptist Church 1,500.00 2,500.00

Coweta, Jackson Grove Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Glenpool, First 753.80 1,891.36

Glenpool, Solid Rock 0.00 0.00

Inola, Trinity 0.00 0.00

Jenks, Beaver Street 84.21 268.11

Jenks, First 4,607.00 20,014.63

Jenks, Southside 91.25 329.78

Leonard, First, 0.00 0.00

Church Giving -- April & YTD
Questions? Contact Susan Davis at susan@tmbn.net

Mannford, First 202.86 616.69

Mannford, New Hope 550.36 3,245.49

Mounds, Liberty Baptist Chapel 113.34 668.03

Muskogee, New Community Church 0.00 0.00

Owasso, Bethel Baptist Church 0.00 525.00

Owasso, Central Baptist Church 1,280.06 6,337.99

Owasso, Cowboy Up Cowboy Church 0.00 0.00

Owasso, Dalton Hill 171.09 569.99

Owasso, First 2,201.19 9,954.23

Owasso, Freedom 100.00 500.00

Owasso, LAMB House Church 35.00 35.00

Owasso, The Refuge 495.41 1,395.48

Sand Springs, Angus Acres 0.00 254.17

Sand Springs, Broadway 0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, Calvary Baptist Church 105.66 409.40

Sand Springs, Church That Matters 0.00 949.96

Sand Springs, Hillspring Church 250.00 1,000.00

Sand Springs, Keystone Hills 0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, Limestone 0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, New Beginning 0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, New Covenant Baptist
Church

0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, Rimrock 0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, The Father's House 0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, Trinity 0.00 0.00

Sapulpa, Calvary Baptist 0.00 0.00

Sapulpa, Church Inside Out 817.48 1,876.39

Sapulpa, Dripping Springs 0.00 0.00

Sapulpa, Faith 481.13 1,744.89

Sapulpa, First 0.00 0.00

Sapulpa, Foundation Church 0.00 1,000.00

Sapulpa, Native Stone Baptist Church 0.00 4,662.15

Sapulpa, South Heights 0.00 0.00

Sapulpa, The Way Church 100.00 250.00

Skiatook, Immanuel 50.00 200.00

Skiatook, Lakeview Southern 1,289.26 1,289.26

Skiatook, Riveted Church 1,669.87 4,134.67

Thank you for your church's gifts to the work of the Lord through Tulsa Metro Baptist Network



Church Giving -- April & YTD
Questions? Contact Susan Davis at susan@tmbn.net

Thank you for your church's gifts to the work of the Lord through Tulsa Metro Baptist Network

Sperry, First 0.00 238.01

Tulsa, Belview Baptist Church 52.27 238.40

Tulsa, Berryhill Baptist Church 130.78 341.21

Tulsa, Braden Park Baptist Church 0.00 550.00

Tulsa, Brookside Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Canyon Road Baptist Church 0.00 552.73

Tulsa, Centro Cristiano Eben-Ezer 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Church Inside Out @ Red Fork 0.00 1.40

Tulsa, Cognizant Church 325.00 625.00

Tulsa, Concord Community Church 0.00 200.00

Tulsa, Easton Heights 321.17 1,054.77

Tulsa, Eastwood 311.92 1,445.70

Tulsa, First 2,735.01 19,358.26

Tulsa, First Bowden 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, First Korean 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, First Slavic 300.00 300.00

Tulsa, Garden City 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Garnett Road 125.00 450.00

Tulsa, Gilcrease Hills 100.00 100.00

Tulsa, Good News Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Greater Mount Rose Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Harbor of Grace 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Harvard Avenue 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Hispanic Agape 44.82 201.00

Tulsa, Hope Fellowship Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Iglesia Bautista El Camino 50.00 200.00

Tulsa, Iglesia Bautista Emmanuel 0.00 732.15

Tulsa, Iglesia Evangelica 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Indian Fellowship 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, International 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Living Hope 75.40 75.40

Tulsa, Living Water Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Memorial 0.00 499.98

Tulsa, Mercyview 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Micronesia Chuukese Church-Living Hope 45.32 45.32

Tulsa, Myanmar Zomi Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, New Hope Community 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, New Joy Fellowship 25.00 100.00

Tulsa, Nogales Avenue 30.00 170.00

Tulsa, Oakridge 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Oklahoma Hmong Baptist 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Olivet Baptist Church 1,465.47 5,587.64

Tulsa, Owen Park 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Palabras de Vida 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Parkview 440.88 1,934.94

Tulsa, Peniel Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Primera Iglesia Bautista 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Ranch Acres 150.00 750.00

Tulsa, Ridge Crest 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Rose of Sharon 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Sequoyah Hills 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Skelly Drive 247.00 1,130.20

Tulsa, Sojourn Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, South Tulsa 333.33 1,666.65

Tulsa, Southern Hills 795.33 3,976.32

Tulsa, Southwood 208.33 624.99

Tulsa, Springdale 0.00 150.00

Tulsa, Springs of Grace Bible Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Trinity 482.79 1,507.37

Tulsa, Tulsa Hills Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Tulsa International 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Tulsa ZOMI Baptist Church 320.62 617.20

Tulsa, Turn Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, View Acres 257.81 1,127.47

Tulsa, Winnetka Heights 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Woodland Acres 441.92 1,290.63

Tulsa, ZBCM of Tulsa 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Zion Community Church 193.00 710.00

Turley, First 0.00 0.00

TOTAL $36,123.98 $144,266.32


