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With All My Heart

Bret Harte tells the story of how a how a baby came
to a mining camp and transformed the camp.

A poor woman with a questionable reputation, the
only woman in the whole camp, died. She left behind
a small baby and the men of the camp had to take
care of it.

The baby was lying in a box. The men felt that a box
was not fit for a baby’s crib. So they sent one of their
members eighty miles on a mule to Sacramento to
get a rosewood cradle. When the cradle came, the
rags on which the baby was sleeping seemed out of
place. So the man was sent to Sacramento to
purchase some clothes--lacy, frilly clothes. 

Continued next page
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G. Ray Jordan once expressed the miracle
of Christmas like this in his book
Preaching During a Revolution, “God

walked down the stairs with a baby in His
arms.” The good news of Christmas is that
the baby of Bethlehem can perform a
miracle in our lives if we will let Him. If
we will let Him, He can move us from fear
to faith, from jealousy to generosity, from
terrible resentment to tenderhearted
kindness. Or, as the Bible puts it: “He can
save us from our sins.”

JUST IMAGINE WHAT HE AN DO FOR THE
FEELINGS OF SADNESS AND DESPAIR
THAT SO OFTEN GRIP OUR LIVES DURING
THESE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS AND THE
BEGINNING OF ANOTHER YEAR!
Whatever your situation, God has got this,
and He will walk with you through it all
the way to peace and fulfillment,
regardless of your situation. 

From all of us who served on our
missionary team at Tulsa Metro Baptist
Network, we wish you a Merry Christmas
and most fulfilling, Happy New Year!

"With All My Heart"
continued from page 1

When the baby was dressed in its lovely garments and
placed in the rosewood cradle, the men observed for
the first time that the floor was dirty. So they
scrubbed it clean. Then they noticed that the walls
and ceiling were unsightly. So they proceeded to
whitewash them. Afterward, they mended the
windows and draped them.

Because the baby needed to be quiet at times, the
men remained still and ceased some of their rough
language and rowdy ways. When the weather
permitted they took the cradle out to the mines and
discovered that the mining area had to be cleaned
and flowers planted to make the surroundings as
lovely and as attractive as the baby. Finally, the men
began to improve their personal appearances. Thus
the coming of a baby resulted in the transformation
of the mining camp into a new and attractive place. 

Can a tiny baby transform the lives of grown men and
women? The angel said to Joseph, “Fear not to take
Mary for your wife, for that which is conceived in her is
of the Holy Spirit. And she shall bring forth a son and
you shall call His name Jesus, for He shall save His
people from their sins.”

Can a tiny baby do that? Yes, He can.



We hear a lot about “church revitalization” these days,
but do we truly understand what it means and/or what
it is about? The following article was written by Chuck
Lawless, who serves as a consultant with Church
Answers. Lawless not only explains what church
revitalization is but he also expresses the unique

responsibility you and I have, as church leaders, to see
that it happens in our churches. Read the article
prayerfully!

Seven Reasons Church Revitalization Begins with Me
as a Church Leader
Most churches in North America need revitalization. Our
Church Answers team seeks to offer support,
encouragement, resources, and conversations to help
church leaders move in that direction. At the same time,
though, any true revitalization begins with those of us
who lead those churches. Here’s why:

Even the strongest, most faithful leaders
sometimes need renewal. Church work can become

tedious and tiresome for even the best leaders. Our
spiritual walk can almost inadvertently become stale.
Daily renewal through God’s Word and His Spirit is
essential if we want to lead churches toward
revitalization.
Revitalization is both an individual and a
corporate matter. We all realize that churches are

made up of people—of individuals and families. We
don’t usually think that way about revitalization,
however. We somehow assume corporate change will
happen without individual change—but it doesn’t
happen that way.
Genuine revitalization is a work of God, and that
work depends on goldy leaders seeking Him
personally. We might, in our own efforts, increase

the crowd in attendance, but we won’t see genuine
changed churches apart from prayer. What we
leaders do in the privacy of our prayer closet really
does matter.

Continued next page

Church Revitalization
by Jerry Jacobs, Director of Small Groups/Sunday School/Discipleship



"Church Revitalization"
continued from page 3

Pastors who are weary and discouraged (as so
many of them are in tough churches) will
struggle leading toward revitalization. They want
things to change for the positive, but they often
have little energy and hope left to lead very far.
Revitalization must begin in their own hearts.
A vision for revitalization begins with a leader. It’s

generally the leaders who “see” what the Lord might
want to accomplish through a struggling church. Our
job is to believe that vision, cast it, and keep pressing
forward even when it’s a struggle. If we give up early,
others will, too.
Revitalization leaders must be invested where
they are. An older, wise doctoral student of mine

once told a class of younger leaders, “Too many
pastors are trying to pastor three churches: the one
they never got over, the one they’re currently
pastoring, and the one they want to pastor.”
Revitalization, though, begins with leaders who feet
are solidly in their current ministry.
Revitalization leaders must model faith. It may be,

in fact, that the pastor is one of the few members
who truly believe God is up to something in the
church; only he and a few others might be convinced
of things not seen (Hebrews 11:1). His persistence and
trust will challenge others to see the same.

So, as church leaders, we need to ask ourselves these six
questions:

In what ways do we need renewal personally?
Do we daily seek Him and His power for
revitalization?
Have we allowed discouragement to grip us?
Do we have a vision for what God wants to do in the
church?
Are we invested deeply in our current role?
Do we truly believe God can and will revitalize the
church?

Lead with a vision!

Jerry M Jacobs
Email:  jerry@tmbn.net
Office:  918-743-4545
Cell:  918-809-7812

Revitalization
begins with leaders

seeking God,
renewing

personally, and
embracing faith-

driven vision



If you weren't able to make it to the State Annual
Meeting, a new initiative was introduced to encourage
Oklahoma Baptists to become sending churches.

Send One.  Take One.  Be One.

What would it look like for every church in our network
and in our state to become a sending church--sending
people from our own churches to advance the Gospel.  
Moving from just giving money to missions, but sending
people for missions.

Maybe you don't know where to start if you do not have a
sending culture established. You might think that you are
too small to be a sending church.

You can send regardless of the size of your church. As a
network, we would like to partner together to send
individuals and groups to the nations and across the
street.

I am in the process of compiling lists of opportunities for
individuals and churches to be a part of to become a
sending church. If you would like to be added to the list
of locations you are going as a church and would
welcome others to join you, please contact me at
mike@mobilemissionsnetwork.com. Link to current list:
https://t.ly/vt00e
             
If you are interested in the upcoming Sending Conference
on Saturday, December 9 at Exchange Avenue in OKC or
FBC Broken Arrow to capture the vision of sending and
becoming a sending church, you can register here:
https://www.oklahomabaptists.org/global-missions/lets-
go-sending-conference

In my experience, missions is what continues to fuel my
missions here locally. Getting away out of my context
seems to open my heart not just for those far away, but
gives me a greater passion for my own community. If
there is any way that I can help you determine your next
steps on the mission field locally or internationally, please
let me know!

Send One. Take One. Be One.
by Mike Lehew, Director of Partnerships/New Work
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vTHvbYdmsOEYcwqp6qhkdqUI6MhHvAxbSwv9F0iTfptCBQo2c5cY4n_iAaYoN0UGjAmAktcVY39d-K3/pub
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https://www.oklahomabaptists.org/global-missions/lets-go-sending-conference/


‘Tis the season—I’ve heard that phrase used a lot this past

week, especially in ministry circles. Perhaps you have too.
It hasn’t been voiced with a tone of hopeful anticipation,
either. And it hasn’t come packaged with excitement or
enthusiasm for our Savior’s birth or even with any
pleasantness at all. Rather, the phrase has been spoken in
frustration and resignation from a place of overwhelm,
overwork, overbusyness, and stress. ‘Tis the season. 

December, after all, is one of the major mile-marker
months in the marathon life of the church. While people
are compelled to gather together, as ministry wives, it can
feel overwhelming as we shuffle kids here and there for
special school events, serve at extra church programs,
and take on a wide variety of other tasks we ordinarily
would not do. As the saying goes, we can easily lose sight
of the “reason for the season.” Therefore, I want to offer a
little challenge for you with the help of a couple of well-
loved Christmas carols. I also want to offer you a prayer
that God would help you find His peace and joy no
matter how busy your life might be.

“Prepare Him Room”
Would it surprise you to know the most-published
Christian carol of all time is Joy to the World? Probably

not. After all, its melody lifts our spirits and fills us with
hope and possibility. However, if we look closely, the third
line of the first verse offers quite the challenge for us all.
Watts writes, “Let every heart prepare Him room.” Have

you prepared room for God in your life this season? Have
you carved out time to spend with Him, to receive from
Him, to be filled by Him? A church planting pastor that
my husband and I served with several years ago once told
us, “The spiritually driest people I know are pastors and
their wives.” I was shocked at the time, but since then, I’ve
learned it’s often true. We pour out and pour out and
keep pouring without realizing we’re actually holding a
spiritually empty cup.

Continued next page

A Christmas Challenge and a
Christmas Prayer
by Ginger McPherson, Director of Ministry Wives Ministry 



continued from page 6

“And the Soul Felt Its Worth” 
A second song I’ve always loved is the
iconic Oh Holy Night. Its melody is

unmistakable. Its message is as
theologically deep as it is wide with its
expressions of weariness, sin and darkness
ever present in our world. Yet all this is
superseded by the bright light of hope—
the hope of Jesus Christ. There’s a phrase
in this Christmas carol that sticks out to
me every time I hear it. It says: “Long lay
the world in sin and error pining / ‘Til He
appears and the soul felt its worth.” When

is the last time you’ve felt your worth in
God’s eyes? When have your insecurities
ceased in His presence? When have your
anxieties subsided in the light of His all-
consuming grace? You see, when we can
“prepare Him room” in our hearts we
experience once again our incredible
worth in His eyes. And when we know just
how valuable we are to Him and how
much He truly loves us, we can be filled
up with His love for others as well.

Lord, I know this season is challenging for
women in the throes of ministry, and for
men too. So, I pray that You would show
these pastors and their wives ways they
can carve out time to spend with You. I
pray You would help them fill their
spiritual cups to overflowing with an
experiential knowledge of Your
unconditional love. Let them know how
significant they are in Your eyes. Let
them be encouraged and see fruit from
all the work they are doing. And help us
all to not let the reason for this season,
our Savior’s birth, pass us by. In Jesus’
name I pray these things, Amen.  

“A Christmas Challenge and a Christmas Prayer”

As always, if you haven’t yet, we’d love
for you to join our TMBN Ministry Wives
Facebook group. We also meet in
person the second Tuesday of every
month at 6:30p.m. at Panera Bread
(1624 E 15th St). If you’re not on social
media, you can connect by joining our
email list. And if you need prayer for
anything at all, don’t hesitate to reach
out to me or complete this form. I’d be
honored to come alongside you in
prayer.  

http://www.facebook.com/groups/tmbnministrywives
http://www.facebook.com/groups/tmbnministrywives
https://forms.gle/8gkESqNFEdz1twEM9
https://forms.gle/8gkESqNFEdz1twEM9
https://forms.gle/1dnrHZwSbEDrjwB39


Monday, December 4 : Monthly
Prayer Breakfast at 9am at the
TMBN Offices // RSVP Online

Tuesday, December 12: Come to the
Table--Ministry Wives Meeting at
6:30pm at Panera Bread (1624 E 15th
ST, Tulsa, OK 74120)

TMBN Offices closed December 20
through January 1

TMBN Team Meetings and A-Team
Lunch—No Meetings in December 

December Calendar
Changes? Additions? Questions?

Contact Susan Davis at
susan@tmbn.net

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=tulsametrobaptistnetwork%40gmail.com&ctz=America%2FChicago
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfP08AKgxZHL7nmhIIDLoDmKrnR_oMt9El9JBBY9meXYAeQdA/viewform
https://www.tmbn.net/index.php/en/page/calendar
https://www.tmbn.net/index.php/en/page/calendar


Bixby, Bixby Church 0.00 779.78

Bixby, Crossroads 0.00 3,368.75

Bixby, Evergreen 1,666.67 18,333.37

Bixby, First 0.00 0.00

Bixby, New Beginning 1,250.00 13,750.00

Bixby, Riverview 228.89 2,059.21

Broken Arrow, Agape Chinese 0.00 1,600.00

Broken Arrow, Anthem Church 225.00 2,325.00

Broken Arrow, Arrow Heights 167.00 1,670.00

Broken Arrow, Aspen Park 50.00 600.00

Broken Arrow, BattleCreek Church 0.00 0.00

Broken Arrow, Clearview Baptist Church 100.00 900.00

Broken Arrow, County Line 0.00 385.98

Broken Arrow, Deaf Church at Battle Creek 0.00 0.00

Broken Arrow, Emmanuel Zo 243.00 2,511.00

Broken Arrow, First 87.50 962.50

Broken Arrow, Forest Ridge 142.94 1,098.14

Broken Arrow, Gloryland Baptist Church 80.00 819.00

Broken Arrow, Korean Church of Tulsa 0.00 0.00

Broken Arrow, New Life Baptist 141.00 1,610.00

Broken Arrow, Sequoyah Creek 627.00 3,006.00

Broken Arrow, South BA Baptist 233.36 2,368.92

Broken Arrow, Sunnyside 666.18 2,269.27

Broken Arrow, Tulsa Vietnamese 150.00 1,650.00

Claremore, King Road Baptist Church 0.00 200.00

Collinsville, Eastside 70.68 889.84

Collinsville, First 566.21 6,167.66

Collinsville, Meadowview 0.00 0.00

Coweta, Community 0.00 0.00

Coweta, CrossPoint Baptist Church 0.00 7,374.09

Coweta, Jackson Grove Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Glenpool, First 0.00 3,627.21

Glenpool, Solid Rock 0.00 0.00

Inola, Trinity 0.00 0.00

Jenks, Beaver Street 100.19 1,019.43

Jenks, First 5,408.29 46,468.16

Jenks, Southside 0.00 739.36

Leonard, First, 0.00 0.00

Mannford, First 193.89 1,493.01

Mannford, New Hope 624.94 7,501.47

Mounds, Liberty Baptist Chapel 0.00 1,025.65

Muskogee, New Community Church 0.00 0.00

Owasso, Bethel Baptist Church 0.00 1,575.00

Owasso, Central Baptist Church 1,050.89 11,412.19

Owasso, Cowboy Up Cowboy Church 0.00 0.00

Owasso, Dalton Hill 144.86 1,205.52

Owasso, First 2,620.29 26,360.92

Owasso, Freedom 100.00 1,100.00

Owasso, LAMB House Church 0.00 35.00

Owasso, The Refuge 166.06 3,137.49

Sand Springs, Angus Acres 0.00 487.50

Sand Springs, Broadway 0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, Calvary Baptist Church 95.68 1,045.16

Sand Springs, Church That Matters 228.50 3,276.14

Sand Springs, Hillspring Church 250.00 2,500.00

Sand Springs, Keystone Hills 0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, Limestone 0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, New Beginning 0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, New Covenant Baptist
Church

0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, Rimrock 0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, The Father's House 0.00 0.00

Sand Springs, Trinity 0.00 0.00

Sapulpa, Calvary Baptist 0.00 0.00

Sapulpa, Church Inside Out 446.01 2,681.11

Sapulpa, Dripping Springs 0.00 0.00

Sapulpa, Faith 464.12 4,938.16

Sapulpa, First 0.00 0.00

Sapulpa, Foundation Church 0.00 1,000.00

Sapulpa, Native Stone Baptist Church 0.00 4,662.15

Sapulpa, South Heights 0.00 0.00

Sapulpa, The Way Church 50.00 600.00

Skiatook, Immanuel 50.00 500.00

Skiatook, Lakeview Southern 0.00 4,134.02

Skiatook, Riveted Church 0.00 7,069.90

Church Giving -- October & YTD
Questions? Contact Susan Davis at susan@tmbn.net

Thank you for your church's gifts to the work of the Lord through Tulsa Metro Baptist Network



Church Giving -- October & YTD
Questions? Contact Susan Davis at susan@tmbn.net

Thank you for your church's gifts to the work of the Lord through Tulsa Metro Baptist Network

Sperry, First 324.05 1,407.34

Tulsa, Belview Baptist Church 58.64 583.18

Tulsa, Berryhill Baptist Church 102.21 947.79

Tulsa, Braden Park Baptist Church 1,570.00 2,120.00

Tulsa, Brookside Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Canyon Road Baptist Church 0.00 1,899.05

Tulsa, Centro Cristiano Eben-Ezer 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Church Inside Out @ Red Fork 446.01 3,301.44

Tulsa, Cognizant Church 0.00 625.00

Tulsa, Concord Community Church 0.00 200.00

Tulsa, Easton Heights 292.62 2,323.33

Tulsa, Eastwood 363.29 4,042.48

Tulsa, First 3,410.27 37,271.98

Tulsa, First Bowden 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, First Korean 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, First Slavic 0.00 300.00

Tulsa, Garden City 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Garnett Road 125.00 1,100.00

Tulsa, Gilcrease Hills 135.72 235.72

Tulsa, Good News Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Greater Mount Rose Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Harbor of Grace 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Harvard Avenue 0.00 50.00

Tulsa, Hispanic Agape 0.00 262.47

Tulsa, Hope Fellowship Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Iglesia Bautista El Camino 50.00 550.00

Tulsa, Iglesia Bautista Emmanuel 0.00 1,767.45

Tulsa, Iglesia Evangelica 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Indian Fellowship 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, International 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Living Hope 0.00 453.84

Tulsa, Living Water Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Memorial 0.00 499.98

Tulsa, Mercyview 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Micronesia Chuukese Church-Living Hope 0.00 69.71

Tulsa, Myanmar Zomi Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, New Hope Community 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, New Joy Fellowship 25.00 275.00

Tulsa, Nogales Avenue 30.00 350.00

Tulsa, Oakridge 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Oklahoma Hmong Baptist 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Olivet Baptist Church 1,443.18 13,055.00

Tulsa, Owen Park 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Palabras de Vida 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Parkview 428.17 4,798.83

Tulsa, Peniel Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Primera Iglesia Bautista 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Ranch Acres 150.00 1,650.00

Tulsa, Ridge Crest 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Rose of Sharon 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Sequoyah Hills 0.00 800.00

Tulsa, Skelly Drive 230.74 2,419.71

Tulsa, Sojourn Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, South Tulsa 333.33 3,666.63

Tulsa, Southern Hills 795.33 8,748.30

Tulsa, Southwood 416.66 2,291.63

Tulsa, Springdale 0.00 150.00

Tulsa, Springs of Grace Bible Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Trinity 388.83 3,763.45

Tulsa, Tulsa Hills Baptist Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Tulsa International 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Tulsa ZOMI Baptist Church 306.85 2,289.80

Tulsa, Turn Church 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, View Acres 239.09 2,926.60

Tulsa, Winnetka Heights 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Woodland Acres 274.78 3,028.62

Tulsa, ZBCM of Tulsa 0.00 0.00

Tulsa, Zion Community Church 107.00 1,609.00

Turley, First 0.00 0.00

TOTAL $30,735.92 $297,390.47


