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| testify today that there's life after back surgery and
other kinds of ailments. Thank you for some time
away! If you prayed for me, I'm grateful! Thank you so
very much!

It's time to turn our attention to more important
matters, which would be our churches and their work!
Somebody, just about every week, will ask me, "How is
the association doing?" | will answer their question
this way: | say to them that the "association is the
churches. We have some that are thriving and we

—NTY—_
T']lSﬂM@lIUBﬂ,[]HS[NE[WO]k have some that are dying and we have some that are

4502 E 29th ST holding on hoping for a new day! All of them are
% deeply loved by Jesus, because He died for every
www.tmbn.net church that calls Him 'Lord."
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"With All My Heart"
continued from page 1

| want to encourage you to put this date on your
calendar: Thursday, August 31, at the TMBN
Building. Here is our schedule for that day:

10:30am - Coffee Fellowship

11:00am - Priority Focus Team Meetings

Church Planting/Replanting
Team Leaders: Lendell Nolan & Scott Carlson

Leader Care/Pastor Wellness
Team Leaders: Hess Hester, Paul Taylor, &
Scott Meeks

Church Health:
Team Leaders: Chad Balthrop & Jordan Stowe

Noon - Administrative Team Meeting over lunch!
Jordan Stowe, President; Rob Dunning, Vice
President; Jim Stratton, Secretary

e Team Reports

e Financial Report

e Special Guest: Dr. Todd Fisher, Executive
Director-Treasurer for Oklahoma Baptists

| hope you make plans to join us. | don't know of an
executive director of a state convention anywhere
who is more committed to pastors and their
churches then Todd Fisher, Todd is an inspiration to
be around. He loves the Lord, loves his family, and
he loves Oklahoma Baptists. Please come out of
respect for him and his leadership on August 31.

May the Lord bless you, and as we wrap up the
Summer of 2023. May we put our eyes on Jesus,
Who is the author and finisher of our faith and is
coming again one day! May we be found faithful,
and may we cross the finish line with courage,
determination, and strength with our focus on
Jesus. It's all about Him!

| love you with the love of the Lord,

(Hine (e

PS: I'm looking forward to being back with the good people of
Agape Chinese Baptist Church in Broken Arrow this Sunday!

Don't forget these dates:

*Big God Little Church Conference:
September 17 from 4pm-8pm at FBC,
Tulsa // Register at https.//rb.gy/3jcvb

*Coming Together--Oklahoma
Baptist Pastors // Led by our
President of Oklahoma Baptists,
Pastor Chris Wall, of FBC, Owasso //
"The Role of Women in Ministry"
September 14 from 9am to 3pm at
Oklahoma Baptist University // Sign
up at
www.strongtogether.church/ministry)

*TMBN Annual Celebration:
Thursday, October 26

*Oklahoma Baptists Annual
Meeting: November 13-14 - Del
City, First Southern

AugusT 31

DR. TODD F(§

Executive Director-Treasurer, OklaMNe{yl: A:1 ptists,
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A NEW YEAR FOR SMALL GROUPS / SUNDAY
SCHOOL!

by Jerry Jacobs, Director of Small Groups/Sunday School/Discipleship

Typically, most Southern Baptist Churches begin
their new Small Group or Sunday School year the
first Sunday in September. It might be because the
new school year has begun for children and
students who are now a grade higher than they
were at the end of May. The majority, but not all, of
LifeWay curriculum lines are based on the ]ERRY ]ACOBS
September thorough August calendar year. Now is SMALL GROUPS /

. SUNDAY SCHOOL / DISCIPLESHIP
an excellent time to reflect on where your Small
Group / Sunday School has been this past year and
where you would like to lead it in this next year.

Plans and goals are important. Everyone has heard
of the two adages, “If you aim at nothing, you will
hit it every time,” and “If you fail to plan, you plan to
fail.” There is truth in both statements.

So, what do you want to see happen in your Small
Group / Sunday School ministry this year? Would
you like to see better:

Email: jerry@tmbn.net
Office: 918-743-4545

* Bible study Office Desk: 918-410-9867
e Attendance Cell: 918-809-7812

e Fellowship
e Ministry

e Qutreach
e Prayer

Would you like to see your members growing and
maturing as disciples of God’s Word?

Would you like to see them passionate about
winning others to Christ and inviting their friends
and neighbors to church?

Do you desire to see your members developing a
daily prayer life?

Do you want your members to experience the joy of
fellowshipping with one another?

Continued next page



"A NEW YEAR FOR SMALL GROUPS / SUNDAY SCHOOL!"
continued from page 3

Then pray and develop objectives, goals, and actions
in order to see these changes take place in the lives
of your members. As you do this, remember:

e Start with an objective. Objectives are broad
statements that declare the long-term intent of
the Small Group / Sunday School related to a
particular church function.

e Next, determine your goals. Goals are focused
short-term statements that can be used to track
progress toward an objective.

e Finally, select the actions. Actions are specific,
intentional steps towards accomplishing a goal.

As you develop and implement these three steps, you
will observe the outcome of an increased spiritual
depth in your members. When you do this, be sure to
give attention each month to monitoring (evaluating)
the growth you have seen. Encourage your members
by sharing with them the spiritual progress you have
observed in their lives. If you aim at something, you
are bound to hit it some of the time. If you plan for
something, you are at least setting the stage for some
kind of result.

Small Groups / Sunday School can and will
accomplish these objectives and goals more
effectively when the leaders are a motivated and
well-trained team who have a vision of what God
wants them to be and do, and then they move
forward together in the power of the Holy Spirit. Be
proactive at the start and all the way through this
new Small Group / Sunday School year! Plan to
succeed in 2023-2024!

COMING THIS FALL:

Big God Little Church Conference: Sunday,
September 17, 4-8pm, at First Baptist Church, Tulsa
This event will feature close to 15 seminar topics
which will help your Small Group and Sunday School
leaders serve more effectively. There will be awesome
seminar topics, great preaching, and music. A dinner
will also be served. The Conference and meal will
both be free. Reservations are required. Put this

date on your calendar now and plan to bring all of
your leaders!

Continued next column

Small Group and Sunday
School Leaders Seminar
Thursday, October 12, 6:30pm to
8:30pm, at the Tulsa Metro
Baptist Network Building

This seminar will be led by Ken
Braddy, Director of Sunday
School for Lifeway Christian
Resources. Ken blogs weekly
about Small Groups and Sunday
School. He has authored or
compiled seven books on these
topics and has written numerous
articles for Facts and Trends
magazine, Outreach.com,
ChurchlLeader.com, and Lifeway
Voices. Again, you will want your
leaders to attend and learn how
to be more effective in their
positions in Small Groups /
Sunday School. There will be no
charge for the seminar.

Be watching for more details
about these two awesome
training events.

Lead with a vision!

If you aim at
something, you are
bound to hit it
some of the time. If
you plan for
something, you are
at least setting the
stage for some kind
of result.


https://rb.gy/3jcvb

MISSION TRIPS, CHURCH SUMMIT, SERVE
DAY & CHURCH LEADERS COHORT

by Mike Lehew, Director of Partnerships/New Work

It's been a great summer! From Falls Creek to Super

Summer to Mission Trips to Vacation Bible Schools, MIKE LEHEW
there have been so many great reports from our PARTNERSHIPS/
churches! We are gearing up for the fall to encourage NEW WORK

participation together among our churches!

Network Mission Trips

Is your church interested in going on Mission Trips,
but you may not have the manpower to organize a
trip or you may just have one or two that want to go
on a trip?

We are working on some possibilities to partner with
churches throughout our network to engage our
churches in advancing the Gospel locally, nationally

and internationally. If you might be interested, please Email: mike@tmbn.net
give me a call at 918-557-1558. We will have more Office: 918-743-4545
information in the coming weeks of great Cell: 918-557-1558

possibilities.

Renewing the Church Summit: Oct 2, 9am-3:30pm,
at Church Inside Out @ RedFork

Join us at Renewing The Church Summit hosted by Church Leaders Cohort: Every
Send Network Oklahoma. Whether you are seeking to
restore your church or eager to learn more about
church replanting, this event will be a valuable time
with Mark Clifton, Bob Bickford, and JimBo Stewart
from the NAMB Replant team. In our time together
we will explore the urgency, hope, and strategies of
church revitalization and replanting. You will leave
encouraged and equipped.

other Thursday at 9am
(Starts Aug 31 at Springdale
Baptist Church, Tulsa)

Looking to connect with other
pastors to pray for one another
and encourage one another? We
have a group that meets every
other Thursday to pray for one
another! This has been a great
encouragement to me as a
pastor! This semester we are
going through Mark Dance's
book, From Start to Finish.

TMBN Serve Day 2023: Oct 28, 8:30am-Noon

Join us for our third annual Tulsa Metro Baptist
Network Serve Day! This is a great time to come
together as churches to serve together throughout
our city. If your church is interested in serving, please
contact the TMBN office! We will meet at Oct 28 from
8:30am at FBC, Tulsa, and then head out to different
projects to serve together!

If there is anyway that | can pray
for you or be of assistance to you,
please don't hesitate to contact

me at 918-557-1558.
Continued next column



A LITTLE ENCOURAGEMENT FOR THOSE
FEELING THAT DREADED NEED TO PERFORM

by Ginger McPherson, Director of Ministry Wives Ministry

| rushed down the aisle to the front row pew with
Bible in hand. Did | iron my skirt enough? | thought
as | reached back to straighten it. Are my kids going

to behave today? Did | remember to tell Mrs. So-and- GINGER

so happy birthday? Did | greet Mr. So-and-so with
enough enthusiasm? Did | say the right words when MGPHERSON
| prayed with that hurting congregant a few minutes

ago? As the opening hymn began, | caught myself MINISTRY WIVES MINISTRY
daydreaming these things instead of worshiping. A
twinge of guilt surfaced, but it was quickly overtaken
with intense feelings of frustration, even sadness.

The pressures to perform for a ministry wife can be
daunting. We feel them because people are, in fact,
watching us. After all, people come to church looking
for hope. And while hope ultimately comes from ‘e
Christ alone, church goers do watch their pastor and
his family because they want to know that a family
can exist out there who loves each other. A marriage

can exist that is good and mutually respectful. Email: ginger@tmbn.net
Office: 918-743-4545

Parents can exist who raise children well. Joy can
Cell: 918-409-0052

exist. It can co-exist, rather, in the midst of a pain-
filled and imperfect world, and for so many of us, that
equals hope.

Offering such an example of a “good life” in Christ to
our congregations isn't necessarily a bad thing either.
But if we're not careful, the weight of this reality
(notice | did not use the word “responsibility”) as a
ministry wife can lead us away from authenticity. It
can hijack our ability to be our true selves and bring
us into the realm of a “performing monkey.” Let me
explain what | mean.

A Little History About the Performing Monkey

A “performing monkey” is a term that dates back to
the mid-1800s when it became popular for amateur
organ grinders (those who played a portable organ) to
gather on street corners in major U.S. cities and
panhandle in hopes of making money.

Continued next page



"A Little Encouragement for Those Feeling That Dreaded Need to Perform

eontinued from page 8

In order to increase their revenue, these desperate players
would find and bring a monkey along with them. They
would tether the monkey like a dog with collar and leash to
control it, and the monkey would scamper back and forth
making noise and doing tricks. The monkey’'s sole purpose,
of course, was to draw the attention of passersby. The
monkey was to not just garner a crowd but please them
long enough that they linger and offer up a few copper
coins from their pockets.

Two things, as ministry wives, we can draw from this. To
begin, performing monkeys were sad little creatures. They
were sad because they were enslaved to their performance.
Their whole existence was not for God’s glory or even their
own. Rather, their worth was in how pleasing they could be
to a group of strangers and how much money they could
make doing so. The second thing to note is even darker.
That “need to perform” in ministry truly does feel like a tight
leash around our necks, at times, when we wrap our identity
around our performance instead of around Christ’s loving
redemptive actions for us. We can feel trapped, very
trapped, like a monkey on a leash.

Unlike the monkey, however, we have a choice. We can
choose to let our identity be in Christ or in what others
think of us. We can choose to perform, or we can choose to
radically accept this privileged position of influence we hold
as ministry wives and instead “live loved,” out /oud.

A Little Encouragement from a Recovering “Performing
Monkey”

This summer I've been reading Lysa Terkeurst's book
Uninvited: Living Loved When You Feel Less Than, Left Out,
and Lonely. While it has many great insights, I've kept
coming back to this one—the importance of /iving loved. To
live loved is not a catchphrase or silly slogan or annoying
bumper sticker. It's not a passive notion either. In fact, to
live loved, especially in ministry, requires great courage,
deliberateness, and even some strategic mental planning on
our parts too. Still, it's a game changer when you truly put it
into practice.

To live loved, in essence, means to walk every day, even
Sundays, in the full knowledge that you are loved by God
wholly, lavishly, and unconditionally. In the midst of every
conversation, you are loved. During every church service, in
every interaction, you are worth everything to Him, and He
doesn’t care if your skirt is ironed perfectly, or your children
behave like little angels all the time.

Continued next column

You are loved just as you are—your
personality, quirks, likes, dislikes,
strengths, and even your
weaknesses. All of you is loved—all
of the you that you are right in this
very moment—not the you others
might want you to be or even the
you that you think you should be.
Just you. Plain ole’ you is perfectly
lovely and perfectly loved.

When you can get this and can live
it, you can live free. You can ingest
the antidote to the sickness of
performance. You can slather that
soothing balm on past wounds
that too much performance has
created. Living loved is simple but
not easy. It takes practice, lots of
practice, so let's get started.
Consider taking this month to
meditate on Psalm 103. Go line by
line through this psalm slowly.
Personalize it. Soak in its truths.
Memorize it, if you can. Then, let it
lead you onto a journey of /iving
loved instead of living a life of
spiritual performance.

i

if you're looking for more
encouragement, come join our
private TMBN Ministry Wives
Facebook group! Also, sign up for
our email list, so that you don’t
miss out on any events or
encouraging content. And, as
always, if you need prayer for any
reason, click here. As always,
thank you, ladies, for all you do.
God is proud of who you are, and
soam I!
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AUGUST CALENDAR

Changes? Additions? Questions?
Contact Susan Davis at
susan@tmbn.net

Thursday, Aug 31: TMBN Team Meetings and Skiance
A-Team Lunch at TMBN (Meetings at 1lam /

Lunch at Noon) // Guest: Todd Fisher, Exec.

Director, Okla. Baptists // RSVP online

Every other Thursday at 9am: Church

Leader Cohort / The first cohort will be

August 31 at 9am at Springdale Baptist -

Church (1511 N Lewis Ave, Tulsa, OK 74110) The Pastor’s Gulde to Leading

a Resilient Life and Ministry THURSDAY, AUGUST 31 WILL BE OUR FIRST
FOREWORD EY GR. HANCE DILBECK. COMHORT,

RENEWING THE CHURCH
ST V1V —

Revitalization & Replanting strategies for church renewal

TULSA OKC
October 2, 2023 October 3, 2023

Church Inside Out @ Redfork Trinity OKC
2821 W 40th St, Tulsa, OK BEGISTER 1328 NW 23rd 51, Oklahoma City, 0K srastin
9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. ! 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

FEATURING: NAMB REPLANT TEAM SAVE THE DATE

ﬂ ﬂ ﬁ ) 'SATURDAY. OCTOBER
v 28
Mark Clifton Bob Bickford  JimBo Stewart »

=3| OKLAHOMA 8:30 A.M.-NOON

LEADERS WILL FIND
H THE RACE WELL

http://rb.gy/3jcvb ,
o

[

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, TULSA

THE SEPT 17
BIG GOD LITTLE CHURCH

CONFERENCE

INCLUDES CONFERENCE AND MEAL



https://rb.gy/3jcvb
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https://www.oklahomabaptists.org/event/renewing-the-church-summit-replanting-and-revitalization-strategies-for-church-renewal/
https://www.tmbn.net/index.php/en/page/calendar
https://www.tmbn.net/index.php/en/page/calendar
https://rb.gy/3jcvb

CHURCH GIVING -- JUNE & YTD

Questions? Contact Susan Davis at susan@tmbn.net

Bixby, Bixby Church 0.00 574.00 Mannford, First 120.20 873.85
Bixby, Crossroads 1,699.37 |3,368.75 Mannford, New Hope 796.05 4,851.30
Bixby. Evergreen 1666.67 |11,666.69 Mounds, Liberty Baptist Chapel 9472 934.75
Bixby, First 0.00 0.00 Muskogee, New Community Church 0.00 0.00
Bixby, New Beginning 1250.00 |7.500.00 Owasso, Bethel Baptist Church 525.00 [1,050.00
Bixby, Riverview 195.01 1186.60 Owasso, Central Baptist Church 834.92 7,928.73
Broken Arrow, Agape Chinese 0.00 1.300.00 Owasso, Cowboy Up Cowboy Church 0.00 0.00
Broken Arrow, Anthem Church 225.00 1,425.00 Owasso, Dalton Hill 11708 765.28
Broken Arrow, Arrow Heights 167.00 1,002.00 Owasso. First 383223 1617531
Broken Arrow, Aspen Park 50.00 400.00
Owasso, Freedom 0.00 600.00
Broken Arrow, BattleCreek Church 0.00 0.00 Owasso. LAMB House Church 0.00 2500
Broken Arrow, Clearview Baptist Church 100.00 500.00 5 ’ The Ref 155 i > {44 s
wasso, The Refuge . 144,
Broken Arrow, County Line 0.00 385.98
Sand Springs, Angus Acres 0.00 43750
Broken Arrow, Deaf Church at Battle Creek |0.00 0.00
Sand Springs, Broadway 0.00 0.00
Broken Arrow, Emmanuel Zo 369.00 1,668.00
Sand Springs, Calvary Baptist Church 67.47 552.71
Broken Arrow, First 87.50 612.50
- Sand Springs, Church That Matters 0.00 1,623.28
Broken Arrow, Forest Ridge 95.92 608.86
Broken Arrow, Gloryland Baptist Church 70.00 493.00 Sand Springs, Hillspring Church 25000 150000
Broken Arrow, Korean Church of Tulsa 0.00 0.00 Sand Springs. Keystone Hills 0.00 0.00
Broken Arrow, New Life Baptist 14100 [1,046.00 Sand Springs. Limestone 0.00 0.00
Broken Arrow, Sequoyah Creek 288.00 [1.446.00 Sand Springs, New Beginning 0.00 0.00
Broken Arrow, South BA Baptist 18648  [1.545.91 ii”d Shprings, New Covenant Baptist 0.00 0.00
urc
Broken Arrow, Sunnyside 268.38 1,287.30
Sand Springs, Rimrock 0.00 0.00
Broken Arrow, Tulsa Viethamese 150.00 1,050.00
- - Sand Springs, The Father's House 0.00 0.00
Claremore, King Road Baptist Church 0.00 200.00
— - Sand Springs, Trinity 0.00 0.00
Collinsville, Eastside 76.93 564.07
— - Sapulpa, Calvary Baptist 0.00 0.00
Collinsville, First 571.95 3.757.34
S Ipa, Ch h Inside Out 0.00 1,876.39
Collinsville, Meadowview 0.00 0.00 apyipa ureh insige Hu
Coweta, Community 000 0.00 Sapulpa, Dripping Springs 0.00 0.00
Coweta, CrossPoint Baptist Church 0.00 2,500.00 Sapulpa, Faith 82949 510015
Coweta, Jackson Grove Baptist Church 0.00 0.00 Sapulpa, First 0.00 0.00
Glenpool, First 27832 257252 Sapulpa, Foundation Church 0.00 1,000.00
Glenpool, Solid Rock 0.00 0.00 Sapulpa, Native Stone Baptist Church 0.00 4,662.15
Inola, Trinity 0.00 0.00 Sapulpa, South Heights 0.00 0.00
Jenks, Beaver Street 0.00 47936 Sapulpa, The Way Church 100.00 400.00
Jenks, First 393158 [27.093.83 Skiatook, Immanuel 50.00 300.00
Jenks, Southside 4517 564.67 Skiatook, Lakeview Southern 1593.70 12,882.96
Leonard, First, 0.00 0.00 Skiatook, Riveted Church 1544.78 |5,679.45

Thank you for your church's gifts to the work of the Lord through Tulsa Metro Baptist Network




CHURCH GIVING -- JUNE & YTD

Questions? Contact Susan Davis at susan@tmbn.net

Spertry, First 0.00 604.02 Tulsa, New Joy Fellowship 0.00 150.00
Tulsa, Belview Baptist Church 38.37 363.37 Tulsa, Nogales Avenue 30.00 230.00
Tulsa, Berryhill Baptist Church 119.83 57112 Tulsa, Oakridge 0.00 0.00
Tulsa, Braden Park Baptist Church 0.00 550.00 Tulsa, Oklahoma Hmong Baptist 0.00 0.00
Tulsa, Brookside Baptist Church 0.00 0.00 Tulsa, Olivet Baptist Church 99968  |7.690.92
Tulsa, Canyon Road Baptist Church 262.94 1,111.56 Tulsa Owen Park 0.00 0.00
Tulsa, Centro Cristiano Eben-Ezer 0.00 0.00 Tulsa. Palabras de Vida 0.00 0.00
Tulsa, Church Inside Out @ Red Fork 0.00 1,225.02 Tulsa, Parkview 683.64 3.038.81
Tulsa. Cognizant Church 000 62500 Tulsa, Peniel Baptist Church 0.00 0.00
Tulsa, Concord Community Church 0.00 200.00 Tulsa. Pri alesia Bautist 0.00 e
ulsa, Primera Iglesia Bautista . .
Tulsa, Easton Heights 169.57 1,396.36
Tulsa, Ranch Acres 150.00 1,050.00
Tulsa, Eastwood 275.60 2,499.94 Tulsa. Ridae C 000 0.00
ulsa, Ridge Crest X X
Tulsa, First 2,078.78 24,704.24
- Tulsa, Rose of Sharon 0.00 0.00
Tulsa, First Bowden 0.00 0.00
Tulsa, First K 000 000 Tulsa, Sequoyah Hills 0.00 400.00
ulsa, First Korean . .
Tulsa. First Slavic 0.00 200.00 Tulsa, Skelly Drive 180.56 1,538.66
Tulsa, Garden City 0.00 0.00 Tulsa, Sojourn Church 0.00 0.00
Tulsa, Garnett Road 100.00 650.00 Tulsa, South Tulsa 33333 233331
Tulsa, Gilcrease Hills 000 10000 Tulsa, Southern Hills 795.33 5,566.98
Tulsa, Good News Church 0.00 0.00 Tulsa, Southwood 208.33 1,249.98
Tulsa, Greater Mount Rose Baptist Church |0.00 0.00 Tulsa, Springdale 0.00 150.00
Tulsa, Harbor of Grace 0.00 0.00 Tulsa, Springs of Grace Bible Church 0.00 0.00
Tulsa, Harvard Avenue 0.00 0.00 Tulsa, Trinity 229.04  |2,449.76
Tulsa, Hispanic Agape 0.00 262.47 Tulsa, Tulsa Hills Baptist Church 0.00 0.00
Tulsa, Hope Fellowship Church 0.00 0.00 Tulsa, Tulsa International 0.00 0.00
Tulsa, Iglesia Bautista El Camino 50.00 350.00 Tulsa, Tulsa ZOMI Baptist Church 395.26 1.347.33
Tulsa, Iglesia Bautista Emmanuel 0.00 1.113.39 Tulsa, Turn Church 0.00 0.00
Tulsa, Iglesia Evangelica 0.00 0.00 Tulsa, View Acres 504.73 1,632.20
Tulsa, Indian Fellowship 0.00 0.00 Tulsa, Winnetka Heights 0.00 0.00
Tulsa, International 0.00 0.00 Tulsa, Woodland Acres 22648 178179
Tulsa, Living Hope 78.44 153.84 Tulsa, ZBCM of Tulsa 0.00 0.00
Tulsa, Living Water Baptist Church 0.00 0.00 Tulsa, Zion Community Church 0.00 1106.00
Tulsa, M ial 0.00 499.98 .
da, ermona Turley, First 0.00 0.00
Tulsa, Mercyview 0.00 0.00
Tulsa, Micronesia Chuukese Church-Living Hope [24.39 69.71
Tulsa, Myanmar Zomi Baptist Church 0.00 0.00 TOTAL $30998.41 |$205.257.50
Tulsa, New Hope Community 0.00 0.00

Thank you for your church's gifts to the work of the Lord through Tulsa Metro Baptist Network




